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THE 


GENTHEMAN's COMPANION. 


Tr was ſaid of a woman of the town, by a rake who 
knew her, and ſaw her in a priſon, that ſhe had now feen 


the four ages: the golden one, when her favours would 
procure her a guinea; the ſilver one, when they came down 


to half a crown; the brazen one, when ſhe was not beneath 
-ccepting copper ; and at length the iron one, now ſhe was 
:cduced to look through a priſon window. 


A woman burying her ith huſband, a man was count 


ing with his fingers how many ſhe had had, and he faid 


ihe made a hand of them all. 


Dean Swift diſcharged a ſervant only for rejecting the 
petition of a poor old woman : ſhe was very ancient, and 
en a cold morning ſat at the Deanry ſteps a conſiderable 
time; during which the Dean ſaw her thiough a window, 
and no doubt commiſerated her deſolate condition, His 
Fotman happened to come to the door, and the poor crea- 
ture beſought him, in a piteous tone, to give the paper to 


bis reverence. The ſervant read it, and told her with in- 


finite ſcorn His maſter had ſomething elſe to mind than 
her petition. What is that you ſay, fellow? ſaid the 
Dean, looking out at the window. Come up here. The 


man, trembling, obeyed him, He alſo deſired the poor 
wom1n to come before him, made her fit down, and or- 
ie red her ſome bread and wine. After which he turned 


* 
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to the man, and ſaid—At what time, ſir, did I order vou 
to open a paper directed to me, or to refuſe a letter from 
any one? Hark ye, ſirrah, you have been 2dmoniſhed by 
me, for drunkenneis, idling, and other ſaults; but ſince 
1 have diſcovered your inhuman diſpolition, I muſt dif- 


muſs you from my ſervice; fo pull off my cloaths, and let 
me hear no more of you. 


A bad painter, who could not fell off his pictures, went 
into another country, and turned phylician: One who 
went that way knew him agzin, and aſked him, for what 
reaſon he went in the habit of a phyſician ? I lave a mind, 

11G he, to profeſs an art, wherein all miſtakes are covered by 
eartl. | | 


An Iriſhman on board a man of war, was deſired by 
his meſs mate to vo down and fetch a can of ſmall beer: 
Teague knowing that preparations were making to ſail, 
abtolutely refuſed, - Arrah,. by my heul, ſays he, and ſo 
u Hile I am goin into the cellar, to fetch beer, the {hip will ſail 
«nd teave me belind. | 


A certain member of parliament having heard man 
{p:eches in the houſe to the great :pplauſe of the ſpeakers, 
crew ambitions of riſing to rival glory by his oratory ; 
and accord ingly watched for a favourable opportunity to 
open. At length an occaſion preſented itſelf; It was on 
a motion being made in the houſe for enforcing the execu - 
tion of me ſtatute; on which public ſpirited motion, 
the orator in embryo roſe ſolemnly up, and after giving 
three loud hems, {poke as follows: Mr. Speaker, — Have we 
aas, or have we not laws? F we have laws, and they are 
nol obſerved, to what end were theſe laws made ?—So ſaying, 

he fat himſelf down, his cheſt heaving high with conſci- 
ous conſequence; when another member roſe up, and de- 
| Hivered his thoughts in theſe words; Mr. Speaker, — Did the 
honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſpeak to the purpoſe, or net 
ſpeak to the purpoſe ! if he did not ſpeak to the purpoſe, to wiat 
purpoſe did he ſpeak ?—Which a-propos reply ſet the houſe 


1 


in ſuch a fit of laughter, that diſcouraged the young orator 
from ever attempting to ſpeak again. 


At one of the meetings in Normandy, a farmer, who 


had been choſen member for Falaiſe, being aſked what he 


had to propoſe to the aſſembly, anſwered, —T hat the firſt 
demand he ſhould make would be the deſtruction of prgeons, rabits, 
and monks, The duke of Coigny, who was preſent, aſk+ 
ing him the reaſon of his averſion to theſe animals, he re- 
plied, -- Becayſe pigeons devour our corn as ſoon as it is ſoren, 
the rabbits when it comes up, and the moniis when it is ripe and 


m ſheaf. 


Tt was the ſaying of a merry fellow, that in Chriſten- 
dom there were neither ſcholars enough, gentlemen enough, 
nor Jews enough. And when anſwer was made, that of all 


_ theſe there were rather too great a plenty than any ſcar- 
city, he replied, that if there were ſcholars enough, ſo 


many ignorant dunces, would not be heneficed ; if gentle- 
men enough, ſo many plebians would not be 1ank'd 
amongſt the gentry; and if Jews enough, ſo many Chril- 
tians would not profeſs uſury. 


In a country party, during the ſummer, a young lady 
of high rank, who knew that ſhe had very handſome legs, 
declared, in a careleſs laughing manner, that ſhe would 
certainly bring ſhort petticoats into faſhion the next win- 
ter, that the town might ſee what a pretty ancle {he had. 
What think you, ſaid ſhe, to a certain wit, of the faſhion 
of ſhort petticoats? It is that particular faſhion, madam, 
replied he, that I admire above all others, and I care not 
to what height it is carried. 


A certain great lady paſſing in her chariot through Co- 
vent-Garden, one morning, perceiving her ſon coming out 


of a brothe!, The ſpark having a quick eye upon his 


mother, retreated back into the - paſſage in great con ſu- 
ſion: The old lady ordered her coachman to ſtop at the 
door, called out, —- My ſon, my ſon, never be aſhamel at 
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eo ming out of a bawdy-houſe ; but for ever be aſtamed of going 
into one. 


A young woman being on Tower-hill to ſee the fire- 
works on his maieſty's birth-day, was complaining cf her 
ſhortneſs, a young man offered her to ſtand on his ſhoul- 
ders. Then, ſays ſhe, you cannot ſee the fire-woris. 
True, ſaid he, but I ſhall ſee the water-works, which will 
pleaſe me much better, 5 


A dumb begger, travelling the country, with a long 


account faſtened to his breaſt, ſetting forth that he had 
deen taken by a Barbary corſair, been a ſlave in the gal- 


leys; and laſtly, had his tongue cut out in Turkey; from 
whence, at laſt with much difficulty, he made his eſcape 
to Europe; and coming to England, all his friends being 


dead, he had no means to get a livelihood but by the ge- 
nerous donations of teuder-hearted chriſtians, This men- 


dicant ſtopped about noon at a ſhoe-maker's ſhop, the 
maſter of which gave him a penny, and made ſigns to him 


to come in and fit down (for he pretended to be deaf as 


well as dumb) which he did; the maſter then going into 
another room to dinner, left him in the ſhop with the ap- 
rentice. | 

As ſoon as the maſter's back was turned, Mr. Dummy 
got up, and placing himſelf juſt before the boy, leaned 
out of the window to ſurvey thoſe who paſſed by: the 
boy could not-ſee to do his work, he ſtood ſo in the light; 
to ſpeak to him he knew was in vain, as he thought he could 


not hear; however, imagining he had not loſt the ſenſe 


of feeling, the boy ſtooped down, and ran the awl into 
his leg: as ſoon as the dumb man had felt the ſmart. he 
clapped his hand to the wound, and began to ſwear with 
a moſt audible voice.— The boy hearing this, ran with 
all ſpead to the other room, crying, maſter! maſter ! be- 
hold a maracle! I have done more than all the doctors in 
the world could do; I have fetched the dumb man's 


tongue out of Turkey, and put it in his head again. 


# A printer, 
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A printer, a pickled dog, that uſed to mind the pot 
more than the preſs, rambled out one night, ſtrolled 
into Gravel-lane, when ſeeing a man in bea with a wo- 
men, roared out, pot-valiant—Damme, fir, turn out! 


which the man, being one of the light-finger'd order, 
and ſeeing Typo's new cloaths, being holiday ones he 
had on, he coolly turning out, and rigged himſelf in the 
Printer's new clothes and marched off. -- Type waking 
in the morning, miſſed his clothes, and having found the 


man, had him before | Juſtice Wilmot.—The printer 


charged a robbery, the man pleaded an exchange. —You 
took my wife, and I have your clothes—It was by way of 
exchange. On which his worſhip was pleaſed to diſmiſs 


the parties, adviſing the printer to be cautious of other 


mens” wives; and the cuckhold of other mens clothes— 


or the next exchange for both parties might be to Bride- 
well. : | | 


The Reverend Mr. Hagemore, of Calthorp, Leiceſter- 
ſhire, died the 1ſt of January, 1746, poſſeſſed of the fol- 
lowing effects, viz, 7ool. per annum, and io00ol, in money, 
which (he dying inteſtate) fell to a ticket porter in Log- 
don. He kept one ſervant of each ſe&, whom he locked 


up every night. His laſt employment in an evening was 


to go round his premiſes, let looſe his dogs, and fire his 
gun. He loſt his life as follows: — Going one morning to 
let out his ſervants, the dogs fawned upon him ſuddenly, 


and threw him into a pond, where he was breaſt high. 


The ſervants heard him call for aſſiſtance, but, being lock- 
ed up, could not lend him any. He had thirty gowns and 
caſſocks, fifty-eight dogs, one hundred pair of boots, four 
hundred pair of ſhoes, eighty wigs, yet always wore his 
own hair; eighty ploughs, and uſed none; fifty ſaddles 
and furniture for the manage, thirty wheelbarrows, ſo 
many walking-ſticks that a toyman in Leiceſter-fields bid 
his executors eight pounds for them; fixty horſes and 
mares, three hundred pick-axes, two hundred ſpades and 


ſhovels, ſeyenty-five ladders, and two hundred and forty 
razors. Ho | 
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A ſailor being on deck, one windy morning, a ſudden 
enſt of wind took him into the ſea; by putting out ropes 
he regained the deck; his captain ſympathized with him, 
_ obſerving he had but an indifferent breakfaſt; not ſo 
dad replied the mate, for you muſt allow he has had a 
good duch, 18 N 4 


A lady of indifferent character, marrying a little de- 
formed man, a perſon aſked a friend of her's, how ſhe. 


came to marry fo diminutive and diſagreeable a man. 


O, replied the friend, it was only for a cloak; then ſays 


the other, I am ſure he will not anſwer the purpoſe, for 
he cannot cover ler. | 


Dr. Linegar, titular archhiſhop of Dublin, about thirty 
years ſince, was a man of lively parts, and very com- 


municative? he happened in a large*mixed company to 


be introduced to Mr, Swan, a gentleman of a cynical 
turn, whoſe practice it was to attempt to raiſe a laugh at 
the expence of ſome one in the company; they ſat near 
each other at table, where the doctor engaged attention by 


his ſprightly manner; Mr. Swan, to ſilence him, ad- 


dreſſed him, Mr. I forget your name; Linegar, re- 
plied the doctor. I aſk your pardon; I have the misfor- 
tune ſcarce ever to recollect names, you'll not be offended, 
if in the courſe of converſation I ſhould name you doctor 
Vinegar : O, not at all, replied the doctor; I have the 
ſame defect, and it is probable, though I now name 
you Swan, I may by-and-by think you a G-oſe, The 
laugh was effectually turned againſt the Cynic, who never 
attempted a ſecond ſarcaſm that evening, and went away as 
ſoon as he decently could. 3 


Alexander the Great aſked Dionedes, a famous pirate, 
who was brought priſoner to him, why he was ſo bold as 
to rob and plunder in his ſeas; he anſwered, that he did 


it for his profit, as Alexander himſelf was uſed to do it. 


But becauſe I do it with a fingle galley, I am called a pirate: 
but you, fir, who do it with a great army, are called a 


kings 


69) 


"OI This bold anſwer ſo pleaſed — that he {ct 
him at liberty. 


The duke of Guile, after a battle fought between 


Francis I. and Charles V. reproaching one Villandry, that 


though he was in complete armour, yet he had not been 
ſeen in the fight, I'll make it out, anſwered Villandiy, 
boldlv, that I was there, and in a place where you durſt 
not be ſeen. The duke, nettleq at this reproach, threatened 
to puniſh him ſeverely; but he appeaſed him with theſe 
words: I was, my lord, with the 48 7zage, Where your cou- 
rage would not let you go. 


Philip, king of Macedon, after the battle of Chernenea, 
generouſly fet all the Athenian priſoners free. Upon 
their anconſcionably demanding their baggage; ſurely, 
ſays he, the men fancy they had — fight, 


An archbiſhop finding fault with ſ-me actions of Queen 
Elizabeth, brought her good arguments out of the tcrip- 
ture to prove, that they favoured more cf the politician 
than the chriſtian, I lee, faid ſhe, my lord, you have 
read the ſcriptures, but act the book of kir gs. 


Two fellows meeting, one aſked the other, why + 
looked ſo fad, 1 have very good ren ſon for it, aulwered 
the other; poor Jack fuch-a one, the greateſt chroney 
and beſt friend I had in the word, was hanged but two 
days ago. What had he Cone? ſaid the firſt. Alas! re- 
plied the other, he did no more than you or 1 ſhould 
have done on the like occaſion; he found a bridle in the 
road, and took it up. What, anſwered the other, hang 
a man for taking a bridle? That i is hard indeed, To tell 
the truth of the matter, ſaid the other, there was a horſe at 
the end of it. 


It was a fine ſaving of my lord Ruſlel, who was be- 
headed in the reign of King Charles II. when on the ſcaf- 
| B Z loid 
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Jo'd, he delivered his watch to Docter Gilbert Burnet, after- 
| wards b:ihop of Saliſbury; bere fir, laid he, take this, 
it heren lime: I am going into eternity, and ſhall have 
no longer need cf it. = 


A dyer in a ccurt of juſtice being ordered to hold up his 
band, thet was ail black: take of your glove, friend, laid the 


Judge to him, ut en your ſpectacles, my lord, anſwered the 
yer, el 


A ſober good woman, who was treating with a maid- 
ſervant about work and wages, aſked her, among other 
queſtions, what religion ſhe was of? A-lack-a-way, madam, 
ſnid the poor innocent girl, I never trouble my head 
x" that; for religion, I thought was only for gentle- 
olks. | 


An admiral of the French ſervice, being on a holiday 
gone to hear maſs in the Dominician ſriars Chapel, a 
poor fellow begged his charity as he was moſt intent 
on his devotion, He felt in his pocket, and gave him 
ſeveral pieces of gold, without counting them, or minding 
what they were. The conſiderable alms ſo dazzled the 
beggar's eyes, that he was amazed at it. As the officer 
was going out of the church door, where the poor man 
was waiting for him, I cannot tell whether you intended to 
give me ſo large a ſum? if not, IJ am ready to return it. 
The admiral wondering at the honeſty of the man, ſaid, 
1 did not, indeed, honeſt nan, intend to give you fo much; but 
fince you laue the gent roſiy to offer to return it, I will have the 
generoſity to deſire you to keep it, and there are five pieces mere 


for ycu. 


A certain captain who had made a greater figure than 
ts fortune could well bear, and the regiment not being 
paid zs was expected, was forced to put off his equipage ; 
2 few days after, as he was walking by the road ſide, he 
aw one of his ſeldiers ſetting louſing himſelf _ * 

» 8 * 
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hedge: What are you doing there, Tom? ſaid the office 
Why, faith, anſwered the ſoldier, I am following you, 
example, getting rid of part of my retinue. | 


Hne who had formerly been rich but had ſquandered 
away his eſtate, and left himſelf no furniture in the houſe 
but a ſorry bed, a little table, a few broken chairs, and 
ſome other things, ſeeing a parcel of thieves, who knew 
not his condition, breaking into his houſe in the night, 
he cried out to them, are not you a pack of fools, to think 
to find any thing in the dark, when I can find nothing by 
duy light. | 


A man of quality in the country, whoſe wife had not 
the beſt reputation in the world, aud whoſe children had 
been very ſhort-lived, look ing earneſtly one day upon a 
peaſant ſitting at his own door, with five or fix luſty boys 
about him. Prithee, honeſt fellow, ſaid my lord, how 
do you poor folks do to get fo many brave and healthy 
children, when I, who am rich, and am able to maintain 
them handſomely, can get none that will live? why and 
pleaſe your worſhip, anſwered the bumkin, we poor folks 
e'en tale the pains to get them ourſelves. 


During the exhibition of the Holophuſicon, a country- 
man attended as a ſpectator, when on inquiry among 
other ſights he had ſeen in London, why, fays be, I hav 


ſeen Holyfernes with his head on. 


A certain Italian having wrote a book upon the art of 
making gold, delicated to Pope Leo X. in hopes of a 
good reward. His holineſs finding the man conſtantly 
following him, at length gave him a large empty purſe, 
ſaying, fir, ſince you know how to make gold, you can 


| have no need of any thing but a purſe to put it in. 


A countryman ſeeing a lady in the ſtreet in a very 
odd dreſs as he thought, begged her to be pleaſed to tell 
| 3; 


him 
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him what ſhe called it, The lady, little ſurpriſed at the 
queſtion, called him impudent fellow. Nay, 1 hope no 


offence, madam, cried Hodge, I am a poor countryman, 
Juſt going out of town, and my wife always expects I 
ſhould bring her an account of the neweſt faſhion, wi* h 


occaſi»ned my inquiring what you call this that you 
wear. It is a ſack, ſaid ſhe, in a great pet. I have 
heard, replied the countryman, (heartily nettled at her 
behaviour) of a pig in a poke, but never ſaw a ſow in a ſack 


before. 


A proud parſon, and his man, riding over a common, 


ſaw a ſhepheard tending his flock, and having a new coat 
on, the parſon aſked him in a haughty tone, who gave 


him that coat? the ſame, ſaid the ſhepherd that cloathed 


you, the pari/h. The parſon, nettled at this, rode on, 


murmuring, a little way, and then bade his man go 
back, and aſk the ſhepherd if he would come and live 


with him, for he wanted a fool, The man going accord- 


ingly to the ſhepherd, delivered his maſter's mefſage, and 
concluded as he was ordered, that his maſter wanted a 
fool, Why, are you going away then? ſaid the ſhepherd. 
No, anſwered the other. Then you may tell your maſ- 


ter, replied the ſhepherd, that his libing cannot maintain three 


nf Us. 


When Mrs. Tn firſt ated Sir Henry Wildair at 
Drury-lane play-hoaſe, coming off the ſtage into the green- 
100m, I believe, ſaid ſhe, that one half of the houſe take me 


really for a man: To which, ſaid Mrs. Clive, but the other 


half madam, know to the contrary. 


A ſchool - inaſter aſking one of his boys, in a ſharp win- 


try morning, what was Latin for cold, the boy hefitating 


a little : What, firrah, ſaid he, cannot you tell? Yes, yes, 


When the gate which joined to Whitehall, was ordered 
by the houſe of commons to be pulled down, to make 


2 1 the 


16. 


the coach - way more open and commodious, a member 
made a motion that the other, which was contiguous to it, 
might be taken down at the ſame time; which was op- 
poſed by a gentleman, who told the houſe, that he had 
the honour to have lived by it many years; and therefore 
humbly begged the houſe would continue the honour to 
him, which would really make him unhappy to be de- 
prived of it now. Chancellor Hungerford feconded the 
gent.eman, and faid, it would be a thouſand pities, but 
he ſhould be indulged to live by his gate, for he was ſure 
he could never live by his ſtyle. | | 


A nobleman having preſented King Charles IT. with a BY 
fine horſe, his majeſty bid Killegrew, who was preſent, 2 
tell him his age; whereupon Killegrew goes and examines ] 
his tail; What are you doing? faid the King, this is not 

the place to find out his age. O! Sir, ſaid Killegrew, 
Your majeſty knows one ſhould never look a gift horſe in the 1 
mouth. 3 


A certain poetaſter, whoſe head was full of a play of 
his own writing, was explaining the plot and deſign of 
it to a courtier. The ſcene of it, ſaid he, is in Capa- 
docia; and to judge rightly of the play, a man muſt 
tranſport himſelf into the country, and get acquainted 
with the genius of the people. You fay right, anſwered 
the courtier, and { think it would be beſt to have it acled there, 


A young man who was a very great talker, making a 
bargain with Iſocrates to be taught by him, Ifocrates aſked 
double the price that his other ſcholars gave him; and 
the reaſon, ſaid he, is, that I muſt teach hee two ſciences, 

one to ſpeak, and the uther to hold yaur tongue, 


A captain, not far from St. James's, having an amor- 
ous deſign upon his landlady, a comely young milliner, 
to give her a hint of what he would be at, clapped a gui- 
nea upon one of his eyes, and ſtared her in the face with 

the 
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the other. The doxey preſently taking the meaning, Sir, 


ſaid ſhe, love, I have been told, is not blind of one only, but 


both eyes. 


A certain coup le going to Dunmow in Eſſex, to claim 


the flitch of bac n, which is to be given to every married 


pair, vo can fwear they bave had no diſpute, nor once 
repented their bargain in a year and a day, the ſteward 


ready to celive it, aſked where they were to put it; the 


buſband priduced a bag, and told him in that. That, 
aniwered the ſteward, is net big enough to hold it: Sol 


told my wiſe, replied the good wan; and I believe we have 


had a thouſand words about it. Ay, iavs the ſteward, but 


they were not ſuch as will butter any cabbage to eat with 


this bacon; and ſo hangs the flitch up again. 


Two gentlemen, one named Chambers, the other Gar- 
ret, riding by Tburn, ſays the firſt, This is a very pretty 
tenement, if it had but a Garret, You fool, ſays Garret, 


do not you know there muſt be Chambers firſt ? 


Two gentlemen, one named Woodcock, the other Ful- 
ler, walking together, happened to ſee an Owl; ſays the 
firſt, that bird is very much like a Woodcock. You are 
very wrong, ſays the other, for it is Fuller in the head, 
Fuller in the eyes, and Fuller all over. 


A gentleman having an occaſion for a ſmock for his 
miſtreſs, and but little money t-: buy one withal, applied 
to a pawnbroker and aſked him if he had ever a ſmock to 
fell? Who told him he had no ſmocks, but ſeveral ſhifis; 
and being aſked the difference, the pawnbroker told 
him, that they were ſmocks before they came to him, 
but when brought to him they were Hiſts: Which the 


gentleman admitted : but ſaid, They were damnable bad 


ſhafts. 


A certain great man, who had been a furious party- 
man, and moſt ſurpriſingly changing fides, by which he 
e „ — 
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ebtained 2 coronet, was ſoon after at cards at a place 
where lady T———nd was, and complaining in the midſt 
of the game, that he had a great pain in his ſide, I thought 
your lordihip had no fide, ſaid ſhe, yes, but I have 
anſwered my lord, and a back-ſide too. Have you ſo? 
replied my lady, every body knows your wife has one. 


A gentleman living in Jamaica not long ago, had a 
wife not of the moſt agreeable humour in the world; 
however, as an indulgent huſband, he had bought her a 
fine pad, which ſoon after gave her a fall that broke her 
neck. Another gentleman in the ſame neighbourhood, 
bleſſed likewiſe with a termegant ſpouſe, aſked the wi- 
dower if he would ſell his wife's pad, for he had a great 
fancy for it, and he would give what he would for it. 
No, ſaid the other, I do not care to ſell it, for I am not 


ſure I ſhall not marry again. 


A ſcholar of Dr. Buſby's coming into the parlour where 
the doctor had laid a fine bunch of grapes for his own eat- 
ing, takes it up, and ſays aloud, * I publiſh the bans 
- between theſe grapes and my mouth: if any one knows 
any juſt cauſe or impediment why theſe two ſhould not 
be joined together, let them declare it. 

The doctor being in the next room, overheard all that 
was ſaid, and coming into the ſchool, he ordered the boy 
who had eaten the grapes, to be taken up, or, as they 
called it, horſed on another boy's back; but before he 
proceeded to the uſual diſcipline, he cried out aloud as 
the delinquent had done; * I publiſh the bans between 
my rod and this boy's breech, if any one knows any juſt 
cauſe or impediment why theſe two ſhould not he joined 
together, let them declare it.” I forbid the bans, cried 
the boy, why ſo, ſays the doctor, becauſe the parties are 
not agreed, replied the boy. Which anſwer ſo well pleaſed 
the doctor, who loved to find any readineſs of wit in his 


icholars, that he ordered the boy to be ſet down. 


Some 
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Some gentlemen being at a tavern together, for want 
of better diverſion, one propoſed play, but, ſaid ano- 
ther of the company, I have fourteen good reaſons againſt 
gaming. What are thoſe? faid another. In the firſt 
place, anſwered he, I hav? no money: Oh! ſaid the firſt, 
if you had four hundred reaſons, you need not name 

another, . : OR 


A young fellow, not quite ſo wiſe as Solomon, eating 


ſome Cheſhire cheeſe full of mites, one night at a tavern ; 
Now, ſaid he, have I done as much as Sampſon, for ! have 
flain my thouſands and my ten thouſands. Yes, by G—d, 
anſwered one of the company, and with the ſame weapon toc, 
the jau bone of an aſs. | 


Poor Joe Miller going one day along the Strand, an 
impudent Derby captain came ſwaggering up to him, 
and thruſt between him and the wall. I don't uſe to give 
the wall, ſaid he, to every jackanames. But I do, ſaid Joe; 
and ſo made way for him, 


A certain officer in the guards telling one night, in 
company with Joe Miller, of ſeveral wonderful things he 
had ſeen abroad, among the reſt he told the company he 
had ſeen a pike caught that was fix feet long. That is 2 
trifle, ſays Joe, I hare ſeen half a pike in England, longer n 
a foot, and yet not worth two-pences 


Jemmy Spiller, another of the Jocoſe commedians, 
going one day through Rag-Fair, a place where they ſell 
ſecond-hand goods, cheapened à leg of mutton he ſaw 
hang up there, at a butcher's ſtall. * The butcher told 
him it was a groata pound. Are you not an unconſcion- 
able fellow, ſaid Spiller, to aſk ſuch a price, when one may 
have a new one for that in Clare-market. 


A gentleman having a ſervant with a very thick ſkull, 
uſed often to call him the king of fools, I wilh, * the 
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fellow, one day, you could make your words good, I ſhould 


tien be the greateſt monarch in the world. 


A lawyer being fick, made his laſt will, and gave all 


his eſtates to fools and madmen : being aſked the reaſon 


ſor ſo doing. From ſuch, ſaid he, I had it, and to ſuch I give 
it again. | FF = 


A thief being brought to Tyburn to be executed, the 


ordinary of Newgate, in taking his laſt confeſſion, aſked 


him if he was not ſorry for having committed the robery 
for which he was going to ſulfer? the criminal anſwered, 


Les, but that he was more ſorry for ot having ſtolen enough 


to bribe the jury. 


A certain poor unfortunate gentleman was ſo often 
pulled by the ſleeve by the bailiffs, that he was in conti- 
nual apprehenſion of them; and going one day through 
Taviſtock-ſtreet, his coat ſleeve, as he was ſwinging it 
along in a hurry, happe d to hitch on the iron ſpike of 
one of the rails: whereupon he immediately turned 
about, in a great ſurprize and cried out, At whoſe ſuit, 
Sir / at whoſe ſuit / 


A worthy citizen, not far from Cheapſide, who was 


bimſelf a little ſtricken in years, having married a very 


pretty young wife, the journeyman, a briſk blade, fancy- 
ing himſelf better able to pleaſe her than his maſter, had 
often ſolicited for the laſt favour, but ſhe reſuſing, tho” 
as he thought but faintly, his maſter having occaſion to 
go into the country for a few days, he thought that might 
be a proper opportunity to accompliſh his deſigns; ſo ta- 
king the time when his miſtreſs was in the kitchen by her- 


ſelf, the maid being out of the way on ſome errand, he 


told her that night he would ſteal ſoftly into her chamber, 


when ſhe was in bed. If you do, ſaid ſhe, beware of 


yourſelf, for I will take this great kitchen knife up with 
me, into my bed-chamber. 


6 


Ar 


100 


At night the ſpark opened the door very gently, but, 
remembering the knife, was afraid to go forward. She 
hearing him, aſked who was there? It is I, anſwered the 
| Journeyman, and was reſolved to come to bed to you, 
but that I remember'd the great knife, O! what a filly 
jade was I, ſaid ſhe, to leave the knife in the kitchen. 


A ſoldier in the late war, a little before an engage- 
ment, found a horſe-ſhoe, and ſtuck if into his girdle; 
ſhortly aſter, in the heat of the action, a bullet came 
and hit him upon that part. Well, ſaid he, I find a little 
ermeur uill ſerve a turn, if it is but in the right place. 


The late famous Arthur Moore, who was much in fas 
vour with the Tory miniſter, in the latter part of queen 
Ann's reign, had a lady who was reckoned a woman of 
great wit and humour, but in political principles quite 
oppoſite to thoſe of her huſband. Aſter the death of the 


queen, when it was talked of as if the late miniſters would 


bave been called to an account, by lord B — meet- 
ing Mrs. Moore one day, in a viſit. Well, madam, ſaid 
he, I hope you wil! come and ſee me, when I go to Tower 
Hill? Upon my word, my Lord, ſaid ſhe, I ſhould be 
artremely glad to do it; but I believe I ſhall be engaged 
another way, for I am told my Snub (the name by which 
| ſhe always called her huſband) will be obliged to go the ſame 
day to Tyborn. 


The ſame lady coming home one evening, told her 
huſband, ſhe wiſhed him joy, for ſhe heard he was to be 
made a Lord, (This was before the death of Queen 
Ann) And pray, ſaid he, what did they ſay was to be my 
title? My Lord Tariff, replied ſhe, which was a ſneer 
upon him, for having been engaged in ſettling a Tariff of 
trade, for which he was thought well ſkilled, And why 
don't you, when you hear any one abuſe your huſband, 


ſpit in their face, faid he. No, I thank youu, anſwered 


the lady, I do not intend to ſpit myſelf into a conjumption, 


A late 
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A late archbiſhop having promiſed one of his chaplains, 


who was a favourite, the firſt good living in his gift, that 


he ſhould like, and think worthy his acceptance: Soon 
aſter, hearing of the death of an old rector, whoſe par- 
ſonage was worth about two hundred pounds a year, ſent 
his chaplain to the place to ſee how he ſhould like it; the 
doctor when he came back again, thanked his grace for 
the offer he had made him; but ſaid, he met with ſuch an 
account of the country, and the neighbourhood, as was 
not at all agreeable to him, and therefore ſhould be glad, 
if his grace pleaſed, to wait till ſomething elſe fell: 
Another vacancy not long after happening, the archbiſhop 
ſent him to view that; but he returned as before, not ſa- 
tisfied with it, which did not much pleaſe his grace: A 
third living, much better than either of the others, became 
vacant, as he was told, the chaplain was again ſent to 
take a view of that; and when he came back, Well, now, 


ſaid my Lord, how do you like this living? What ob- 
jection can you have to this? I like the country very 
well, my Lord, anſwered he, and the houſe, the income, 


and the neighbourhood, but, —— Fut replied the arch · 
biſhop, what but can there be then? But, my Lord, ſaid 
he, the old incumbent is not dead, I found him ſmoak- 
ing his pipe at the gate of his houſe, 1 


Two city ladies meeting on a viſit, one a grocer's wife, 
and the other a cheeſemonger's (who perhaps ſtood more 
upon their punctillio of precedence than ſome of their 
betters would have done at the court end of the town) 
when they had riſen up and took their leaves, the cheeſe- 
monger's wife was going out of the room firſt, upon 
which the grocer's lady, pulling her by the tail of her 
gown, and ſtepping before her, No, madam, ſaid ſhe, 
nothing comes after cheeſe, - 


An old lady being at table, and mumbling a piece of 
brawn, that was very horney, for a long time, at length 
by its elaſticity, it jumped out of her mouth upon the 
plate of a young gentleman, who ſat upon the oppoſite 
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ſide of the table; but he not ſeeing from whence it came 
quickly eat it up. Good lord, ſaid the old lady, what a 
fie thing it is to be young and have one's teeth, | have 
been mumbling and tumbling that piece of brawn in my 
mouth this half hour to no purpoſe, and that young gentle- 
man chewed and ſwallowed it in a moment. 


A young lady of pretty high ſpirit, who was juſt about 
entering into the marriage ſtate, told her gallant, that 
ſhe could never bring herſeif to ſay Obey, and was re- 
ſolved ſhe would not. When the ceremony was per- 
forming, and ſhe was to repeat that word, ſhe was for 
mincing the matter, and cried honour and bey: Nay, 
madam, ſaid the parſon, you muſt ſay obey; I cannot ſay 


you are married, if you do not ſpeak the words as the 


office directs ; but ſtill ſhe would ſay only as ſhe had done 

beſore, and the parſon again reproving her: Let her 
alone, doctor, ſaid the huſband, let her only ſay bey, if 
ſhe has amind to it now, and I will make her cry O at 
night. | . 


Old Jchnſon the player, who was not only a very good 

actor, but a good judge of painting, and remarkable for 
making many dry jokes, was ſhewn a picture, done by a 
very indifferent hand, but much commended, and aſked 
his opinion of, Why, truly, ſaid he, the painter is a 
very good painter, and cbſerves the Lord's command- 
ments. What do you mean by that, Mr. Johnſon? ſaid 
one who ſtood by. Why, I think, anſwered he, that he 
hath not made to himſelf the'likeneſs of any thing that is in 
Heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the 
| waters under the earth. . 


The late Count Kelly, of ſacetious memory, uſed to 
retain his diſtant relations as ſervants: his couſin, his 
groom, &c. on which a nobleman once remarked the im- 
propriety of any ſo near a kin, ſhould be in ſuch menial 
ſervice; on which the Count replied, why, my lord, I may 
as well keep my relations, as thoſe of your lordſhip's. 1 
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Philip, walking alone one day in one of his cloiſters 
belonging to the convent of Eſcurial, a tradeſman ſeeing 
the door open went in. Tranſported with admiration ot 
the fine paintings with which the houſe is adorned, he 
addreſſed himſelf to the Kinz, whom he took for one of 
the ſervants of the convent, and deſired him to ſhew the 
paintings, and delcrive the ſubjects of them. Philip. 
with all the humility and condeſcenſion of a lay-brother, 


conducted him through all the apartments, and gave him 


every ſatisfaction he could deſire. At parting the ſtran- 
ger took him by the hand, and ſqueezing it very affec- 
tionately, ſaid, * I am much obliged to you, friend, I live- 
at St. Martin's, and my name is Michael Bambis: if you 
ſhould come my way and call on me, you will find a glaſs 
of good wine at your ſeruice;” And my name (ſaid the 
pretended ſervant) is Philip the Second, and if you will 
call on me at Madrid, I wiil give you a glajs of as good.” 


A countryman very much marked with the ſmall ;« x, 
applied to a juſtice of the peace jor redrels in an afſair 
where one of his neighbours had ill treated him: but not 
explaining the buſineſs ſo clearly as the juſtice expected, 
« Fellow (laid the juſtice in a rage) I don't know whether 
vou are inoculated for the ſmall-pox or not, but 1 am 
ſure you have been for flupidity, * Why and pleaſe you 
(replied the man) perhaps I might, as you ſay, be inocu- 
lated for ſtupidity, but there was no occaſion to perform 


that upon your worſhip, for you ſeem to have bad it the na- 
tural ray. 


There being a great diſiurbance one night at Drury 
Lane play-houſe, Mr. Quick coming upon the ſtage to 
ſay ſomething to pacify the audience, and an orange 
being thrown full at him, which when he had taken up, 
making a low bow, with the orange in his hand, This is 


no Civil orange, I think, ſaid he. 


| Acertain poet and player, remarkable for his impu- 
dence and cowardice, happening many years ago to have 
a quarrel with Mr. Palmer, another player, received from 


him 
« 
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him a ſ:mart box on the ear; a few days after, the poetical 
player having loſt his ſnuff-box, was making ſti ict en- 
quiry if any body had ſeen his box, What, ſaid another 
ef the theatrical punſters, that which Jack Palmer gave you 
the other night. | 


Mr. M— rr n, one of the commiſſioners of the 


revenue in Ireland, being one night in the pit at the play- 


houſe in Dublin, an orange girl, famous for her wit and 
aſſurance, ſtriding over his back, he popp'd his hand 
under her petticoats. Nay, Mr. Commiſſioner (ſaid ſhe) 
y u wil find no goods there but what has been fairly entered. 


In the reign of Queen Anne, when it was ſaid the lord 


Oxford had got a great number of peers made at once to 


ſerve a particular turn, beirg met the next day by my. 


lord Worton, So Robin (ſaid he) I find what you loſt 
by tricks, you gained by honours, SR; 


Sir T. P. ence in parliament brought in a bill that 
wanted ſome amendment, which being not attended to 
by the houſe, he frequently repeated, that he thirfted to 

mend his bill, upon which, a worthy member got up and 
ſaid, Mr. Speaker, I humbly move, ſince that member 
thirſts ſo very much, that he may be allowed to mend his 
draught. 3 


A certain country ſquire aſked a Merry Andrew, 

why he played the fool? For the ſame reaſon (ſaid he) 

that you do: out of wart; You do it for want of uit, I 
do it for want of money. | 


A poor man who had a termagant wife, aſter a long 
diſpute, in which ſhe was reſolved to have the laſt word, 
told her, if ſhe ſpoke one crooked word more, he'd beat 
her brains out. Why then rams horns, you rogue, ſaid ſhe, 
af I die for it, ME 8 ; 


' Agentleman aſked a'lady at Tunbridge who had made 
a very __ acquaintance among the beaus and pretty 


fellows 
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fellows there, what ſhe would do with them all? Oh! 
ſaid ſhe, /hey paſs off lite the waters, And prav, madam, 
replied the genileman, do they all paſs the ſame way? 


An hackney-coachman, who was juſt ſet up, had herrd 
that the lawyers uſed to club their three: pence a- piece, 
four of them, to go to Weſtminſter; and being called by 
a lawyer at Temple Bar. who with two others in their 
gowns, got into his coach, he was bid to drive to Welt- 
minſter-hall ; but the coacaman ſtill holding his door 
open, as it he waited for more company, one of the gen- 
tiemen aſked him why he did not ſhut the door, and go 
on? The fellow, ſcratching his head, cried, 17 Ku 
maſter, my fare is a ſpilling ; I can't go for nine pence. 


Gun Jones, who had made a very handſome fortune 
from a very mean beginning, happening to have fo.ue 
words with a perſon who had known him for ſome tie, 
was aſked by the other, How he couid aave the impudence 
to give himſelf ſo many airs to him, when he knew very 
well, that he remembered him ſevea years before, when 
he had hardly a rag ts his a—, You lie, ſirrah, replied 
Jones; for ſeven years ago | had nothing but rigs 10 my 


A gentleman told Betty Careleſs, upoa ſhewing her 
legs, that they muſt need be twins. But indeed, ſaid 
ſhe, you are miſtaken ; for I have had more than one or 
two between them, | 


A lady ſeeing a ſheriff of the county who was a very 
handſome young gentleman, attending the judge, who 
was an old man; a gent!eman ſtanding by, ed her 
which ſhe liked beſt, the judge or the ſheriff? Tie lady 
told him the ſheriff. Why ſo, ſaid che gentleman ? Be- 
cauſe, anſwered ſhe, 40 7 love judgment well, I love a- 
eution better. e 
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EPITAPH ON EDWARD HEARDSON. 


THIRTY YEARS COOK TO THE LONDON BEEF-STEAR 
| . SOCIETY, 


By Captain MORRIS. 


| His laſt flea} done; his fire rak'd out and dead, 

Did for the worms himſelf, lies honeſt Ned; 

Ne, then, whoſe breaſts bore all bis flekly toil, 
Took all his Jing, and ſhar'd all his broils; 
Now, in our turn, a mouthful carve and trim, 

And areſs, at Phoebus” fire, one ſcrap for him: 

His heart, which well might grace the nobleſt grave, 

Was grateſul, patient, modeſt, juſt and brave; 

And ne'er did Earth's wide maw a morſel gain 

Of kinclier juices, or more tender grain: 

His tongue, where duteous Friendſhip humbly dwelt, 

Charm'd all who heard the mutual zeal he felt; 

Still, to whatever end his chops he mov'd, 

"T'was all zwell-ſeaſon'd, reliſk'd, and approv'd: 

This room his Heaven“! When threat'ning fate drew nigh 

The cloſing ſhade that dimm'd his ling'ring eye, 

His laſt fond hopes, betray'd by many a tear, 

Were—That his Life's laſt ſpark might glimmer here; 

And the lat words that-choak'd his parting ſig— 

* Ok! at your feet dear Maſters, let me die.” 


The attachment and delight the ſubjeR of this Epitaph 
felt in his employment is perhaps unparalleled in the 
ſphere of his humble Ration, and well worth recording ; 
tinding himſelf paſt hope of recovery, he begged on his 
death-bed, as the laſt wiſh of his heart, that his bed might 
be conveyed into the club-room, and be there permitted to 
expire; poſſeſſed with this idea, which could not be realiſed, 
as it was not poflible to move him, he laid a. miniature 
picture of Copt. Morris, which he had long graſped in his 
dying hand, on his breaſt, and, under the illufion that ke 
ſaw the Society around him, he preſſed his hands eagerly 
on the picture, and exclaiming at the ſame momen 


* God bleſs you my dear Maſters, bury it with me” expired. 
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One told another, who was not uſed to be cloathed very 
eſten, that his new coat was too ſhort for him: that's true, 


anſwered his friend; but it will be long enougi before [ get 


another. | 


A certain lady, finding her huſband ſomewhat too 
familiar with her chamberwaid, turned her away imme 


diately, Huſſy, ſaid ſhe, I have no occaſion for ſuch 
fluts as you, only to do that work, which I chuſe to do 
myſelf. | 


Although the infirmities of nature are not proper ſub- 


jets to be made a jeſt of; yet when people take a great 
deal of pains to conceal what every body ſees, there is 
nothing more ridiculous: of this fort was old Smith the 
player, who being very deaf, did not care any body ſhould 
know it. Honeſt Joe Miller, going with a friend one day 


along Fleet-ſtreet, and ſeeing old Smith on the other ſide 
of the way, told his acquaintance he ſhould fee ſome ſport; 
fo beckoning to Smith with his finger, and ſtretching open 


his mouth as wide as ever he could, as if he hallowed to 
him, though he ſaid nothing, the old fellow came puffing 


from the other ſide of the way. What a pox, ſaid he, do 
you make ſuck a noiſe for? Do you think one cannot hear 


you ? 


at. Lee, if it was not eaſy to write like a madman, as he 
did; No, anſwered Nat; but it is eaſy to write like a fool 
as you do. nt | 


A gentleman was ſaying one day at George's Coffee - 


houſe, when it rained exceeding hard, that it put him in 


mind of the general deluge. Zoons, Sir! ſaid an old cam 


paigner, who ſtood by, Who is that? I have heard of all 
the Generals in Europe but him. 


Lord R having loſt fifty guineas one night at the 
gamin c 


A conceited fellow, who fancied himſelf a poet, aſked 


with him 
upon 
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upon his ill luck ; Faith, faid he, I am very well pleaſed 
at what I have done; for I have bit them, by G-; there 
is not one guinea that don't want ſix-pence of the weight, 


A countryman ſowing his ground, two ſmart fellows 
riding that way, one of them called to him, with an inſo- 
lent air; Well, honeſt fellow, ſaid he, 'tis your buſineſs 
to ſow, but we reap the fruits of your labour. To which 


the countryman replied, Tis very likely you may, for I am 


 Jowing hemp. 


Once on a time, a perſon who had been a dependant on 
a nobleman, begged his intereſt for him at court; and to 
preſs the thing more upon him, ſaid he had nobody to de- 
pend upon but God and his Grace. Then, ſaid the duke, 
you are in a miſerable way; for you cauld not have pitched 
upon any two who have leſs intereſt at court. | 


A pragmatical young fellow, fitting at a table over 


_ againſt the learned John Scott, aſked him, What differ- 
ence there was between Scot and ſot? juſt the breadth of 
the table. EP. 


The famous Chancellor Moore, who preſerved his hu- 
mour and wit to the laſt moment; when he came to be 
executed on Tower-hill, the headſman demanded his upper 
garment as his fee; Ah, friend, ſaid he, taking off his cap, 
that, I think, is my upper garment. ; 


When Sir Richard Steele was fitting up his great room 


in York-buildings, which he intended for public orations, 


he happened at a time to be pretty much behind hand 
with his workmen ; and coming one day among them, to 
ſee how they went forward, he ordered one of them to get 
into the roſtrum, and make a fpeech, that he might ob- 

{ſerve how it could be heard; the fellow mounting, and 
ſcratching his pate, told him, he knew not what to ſay, 
for, in truth, he was no orator. Oh! faid the knight, no 
matter for that, ſpeak any thing * 
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Why, here, Sir Richard, ſays the fellow, we have been 


 rorking for you theſe ſix weeks, and cannot get one penny of 


money: Pray, fir, when do you deſign to pay us? Very well, 
very well, ſaid Sir Richard; pray come down, I have 
heard enough; I cannot but own, you ſpeak very diſtinctly, 
though 1 do not admire your ſulject. 


A certain reverend drone in the country, was complain- 
ing te another, L hat it was a great fatigue to preach twice 
a day. Oh! ſaid the other, I preach twice every Sunday, 
and make nothing of it. 


A French marquis, being one day at dinner at the late 
Sir Roger Williams's, the famous punſter and publican, 
was boaſting of the happy genius of his nation, in pro- 
jecting all the fine modes ard faſhions, particularly the 
ruffle, which, he ſaid, Vas de fine ornament to de hand, and 
had been followed by all de other nottons. Roger allowed what 
he ſaid, but at the ſame time, That the Engliſh, according 
to cuſtom, had made a great improvement upon their in- 


vention, by adding the irt to it. 


A young gentleman playing at queſtions and com- 
mands with ſome pretty young ladies, was commanded 
to take off a garter from one of them, but ſhe, as ſoon as 
he had laid hold of her petticoats, ran away into the next 


room, where there was a bed; Now, madam, ſaid he, 


tripping up her heels, I bar ſqueaking. Bar the door, you 


fool, cried ſhe. 


A very modeſt young gentleman, of the county of 


Tipperary, having attempted many ways in vain to ac- 


quire the affections of a lady of great fortune, at laſt was 
reſolved to try what could be done by the help of muſic ; 


and, therefore, entertained her with a ſerenade under her 


window at midnight ; but ſhe ordered her fervants to drive 


him from thence, by throwing ſtones at. him: Oh! my 
friend, ſaid one of his companions, Your muſic is as pow- 


erful as that of Orpheus, for 5 draws the very tones about * 


( 28 ) 
An Engliſh gentleman aſked Sir Richard Steel, who 


was an Iriſhman, what was the reaſon that his country- 
men were ſo remarkable for blundering, and making 
bulls? Faith, ſaid the knight, I believe there is ſomething 
in the arr of Freland, and I dare ſay, if an Englihman was 
born there, he would do the ſame. STOP TE 


A gentleman having lent a guinea for two or three days 
to a perſon whoſe promiſes he had not much faith in, was 
very much ſurpriſed to find, that he very punctually kept 
bis word with him; the ſame gentleman ſometime after 
was defirous of borrowing a larger ſum. No, ſaid the 
ether, you have deceived me once, and | am reſolved you 

ſhall not do it a ſecond time. 


A country parſon having divided his text under two 
and twenty heads; one of the congregation was getting 
out of the church in a great hurry; but a neighbour, pull- 
ing him by the ſleeve, aſked him, whither he was going ? 
Home for my nght cap, anſwered the firſt; for 1 find we 
are to ſtay here all night. 


Two gentlemen diſputing about religion in Burton's 
coffee · houſe, ſaid one of them, I wonder, Sir, you ſhould 
talk of religion, when I'll hold you five guineas you can't 
ſay the Lord's Prayer; Done, ſaid the other, and Sir 
Richard Steel here ſhall hold ſtakes. The money being 
depofited, the gentleman began with; [I believe in God, and 
ſo went cleverly through the Creed: Well, ſaid the 
2 I own I have loſt; I did not think he could have 

ne it. 9 


My lord Strongford, who ſtammered very much, was 
telling a certain biſhop that fat at his table, that Balaam's 
aſs ſpoke, becauſe he was pri—eſt Frieſt rid, Sir, 
laid a valet-de-chambre, who ſtood behind the chair, my 
lord would fay ; No, friend, replied the biſhop, Balaam 

could not ſpeak himſelf, and ſo his «fs ſpoke for him. 


Lady 
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Lady N——t, who had but a very homely face, but 


was extremely well-ſhaped, and always neat about the legs 


and feet, was tripping one morning over the Park in a 

maſk, a gentleman followed her for a long time, making 
ſtrong love to her: he called her. His life, his ſoul, his 
angel; and begged with a deal of earneſtneſs, to have one 
gliinpſe of her face; at laſt, when ſhe came on the other 
ſide of the Bird-cage Walk, to the houſe ſhe was going 


into, ſhe turned about, and pulling off her maſk, Well, 


Sir, ſaid ſhe, what is it that you would have of me? The 
men, at firſt ſight of her face, drew back, and lifted up 

his hands: — Oh! nothing, madam, nothing, cried he: I 
cannot ſay, ſaid my lady, but I like your ſincerity, tho 
I hate your manners. 


A certain wit and Foxite being at my lord mayor's feaſt, 
juſt after Mr. P— and his friends came into adminiſtra- 


tion, when after two or three healths, the miniſtry was 


toaſted, but when it came to his turn to drink, he di- 
verted it for ſome time, by telling a ſtory to the perſon 


who ſat next to him: the chief magiſtrate of the city, not 


ſeeing his toaſt go round, called out, Gentlemen, where 
flicks the miniſtry? Mt nothing, ſays he, and fo drank off 
his glaſs. 5 e 


My lord Craven, in king James the firſt's reign, was 
very deſirous to ſee Ben Johnſon, which being told to Ben, 
he went to my lord's houſe; but being in a very tattered 
condition, as poets ſometimes are, the porter refuſed him 
admittance, with ſome ſaucy language, which the other 
did not fail to return, My lord, happening to come out 
while they were wrangling, aſked the occaſion of it? 
Ben, who ſtood in need of nobody to ſpeak for him, 
laid, He underſtood his lordſhip deſired to ſee him. You, 
friend, ſaid my lord, who are you? Ben Johnſon, replied 
the other : No, no, quoth my lord, you cannot be Ben 
Johnſon, who wrote the Silent Woman ! you look as if 
you could not ſay bo to a gooſe; Bo, cried Ben: Very 
well, ſaid my lord, who was better pleaſed at the joke 

; 9 C 3 than 
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than offended ati{the affront: I am now convinced, by 
your wit, you are Ben Johnſon. 


4 Dr. Tadloe, who was a man of an enormous ſize, hap- | 


pening to go thump, thump, with his great legs through a 
ſtreet in Oxford, where ſome paviours were at work, in 
the middle of July, the fellows immediately laid down 
their rammers. Ah! God bleſs you, maſter, cries one of 
them, it is very kind of you to come this way; it faves us 
a great deal of trouble, this hot weather. | 


Two Cxford ſcholars meeting on the road with a York- 


ſhire oſtler, they fell to bantering him, and told the fel- 


low, that they would prove him to be an horſe, or an aſs. 


Well, ſaid the oſtler, and I can prove your ſaddle to be 


a mule. A mule! cried one of them; how can that be? 
Becauſe, ſaid the oſtler, It is fomething between a horſe and 
an aſs. | | 


A midſhipman being one night in 8 with Joe 
Miller; ſaid, that being once in great danger at ſea, 
every body was obſerved to be upon their knees but 
one man, who being called upon to come with the 
reſt to prayers: Not I, ſaid he; it is your buſineſs to take 
care of the ſhip, I am but a paſſenger. 


King Charles 1I. being prevailed upon by one of his 
courtiers, to knight a very worthleſs fellow, of a mean 


aſpect; when he was going to lay the ſword upon his 
ſhoulders, the new knight drew a little back, and bung 


down his head, as out of countenance ? Don't be aſhamed, 
ſaid the king, [ have moſt reaſon to be aſhamed. 


| A country fellow,” who was juſt come to London, gap- 
ing about in every ſhop he came to, at laſt looked into a 
ſcrivener's, where, ſeeing only one man fitting at a deſk, 


| he could not imagine what commodity was fold there: 


but callirg to the clerk, Pray, Sir, ſaid he, what do you 
ſell here? Loggerheads, cried the other. Do you? an * 
3 
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the countryman ; Egad! then you have a ſpecial trade, 


for I ſee you have but one left. 
A beggar aſking alms under the name of a poor ſcholar, 


2 gentleman to whom he applied himſelf, aſked him a 


queſtion in Latin. The fellow, ſhaking his head, ſaid, he 
did not underſtand him : How is that, ſaid the gentleman ? 
Did you not ſay, you were a poor ſcholar? Yes, replied 


the other, a poor one, indeed, fir; for I do not know one 


word of Latin. 


A lady's age happened to be queſtioned, ſhe affirmed 
ſhe was but forty, and called upon a gentleman, who 
wa in company, for his opinion: Couſin, ſaid ſhe, do 


you beliere I am in the right, when I ſay I am but forty ? 


I am ſure, Madam, replied he, I ought not to diſpute it; 
for I have conſtantly heard you ſay ſo for above theſe ten 
years. Es 


It being proved on a trial at Guildhall, that a man's 
name was really Inch, who pretended it was Linch; I fee, 
ſaid the Judge, the old proveyb is verified in this man, 
who being allowed an luck has taken an I. 


A lieutenant-colonel to one of the Iriſh regiments in the 
French ſervice, being diſpatched by the duke of Berwick, 
from Fort-Keil, to the king of France, with a complaint 
relating to ſome irregularities that had happened in the 
regiment; his majeſty, with ſome emotion of mind, told 
him, that the Iriſh troops gave him more uneaſineſs than 
all his forces beſides. Sir, ſaid the officer, all your majeſty's 
enemies make the ſame complaint. | 


A courtier, who was a confidant in the amours of 
Henry IV. of France, obtained a grant from the king, 
for the diſpatch whereof he applied himſelf to the lord 
high chancellor; who, finding ſome obſtacle in it, the 
courtier inſiſted ſtill upon it, and would not allow of any 
impediment. * Que _— mele de ſon metier, _ 
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the chancellor to him, that is, Let every one meddle 
with his own bufineſs.” The courtier imagining he re- 
flected upon him for his pimping. My employment, ſaid 
he, is ſuch, that if the king was twenty years younger, I 
would not exchange it for three of yours. | 188 


A gentleman ſaying one day at a table, that he could 
not endure a breaſt of mutton: You ſaid ſo the other day, 
cried another, of a breaſt of veal. Very true, anſwered 
the firſt, I do not love the breaſt of any thing but of a wo- 

man, and that goes againſt my ſto 155 1 


A reverend gentleman in the Eaſt, well known for the 

orthodoxy of his practice and opinions, in one of his pere- 
grinations to the Weſt part of the town, ſtopped at his 
butcher's, to order a leg of pork for his family's dinner. 
The butcher had juſt then hired a new man, who was un- 
acquainted with the doctor's refidence, and when he or- 
dered it to be taken home, naturally concluded that he was 
to follow him. The firſt place the gentleman ſtopped at 
was the Pamphlet ſhop, at the Change, to purchaſe A 
Word of Advice to Preachers; the man with the leg of 
pork having been cloſe at his heels all the way, and wait- 
ing at the door till he came out. Thence the doctor went 
to the London Coffee-houſe, where the man diligently 
followed, and as patiently waited for him. Laſt of all, 
the Doctor went to a Counſellor of his acquaintance in 
the Temple, who, being at home, he was of courſe ſhewn 
in. Here the man thought his travels were at an end, 
and knocked at the door ; that obſerving a gentleman in 
black anſwering the deſcription of the counſellor, had or- 
dered the leg of pork, this brought the counſellor down, 
and, after much miſunderſtanding, it was ſettled, that it 
muſt be for the Goſpel and not for the Law. The doc- 
tor had him called up, and reprobated the miſtake in ſe- 
vere terms, to wiich the man rather archly replied, that 
the fault had not originated with him, but if he was in the 
wrong, he had followed the church through thick and thin, 
and to his ſorrow found he was in an error at laſt, 
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for which he gave thirty ſhillings, tickets being then at an 


ſwearing, that he was the firſt eatitled to it in that 


dinal told him, he hoped he would not forget the word 


(3) 
An Iriſhman having purchaſed a ſixteenth of a ticket, 


advanced price; upon hearing that he was to receive but 
twenty five ſhillings for his ſhare of a twenty pounds 
prize, exclaimed, ** By Jaſus I am a lucky fellow that I 
don't loſe more; for if I loſe five ſhillings by a twenty 
pound prize, what ſhould I have loſt by a twenty thou- 
ſand pounds?” 5 | 


The ſame perſon purchaſed a ticket, which he regularly 
inſured, but which did not come up, as it remained un- 
drawn in the wheel. The following lottery the number 
was drawn a prize, when he regularly demanded it, 


he had waited for it from the laſt lottery. 


A gentleman in the country having the misfortune to 
have his wife hang herſelf on an apple-tree, a neighbour 
of his came to him, and begged he would give him a 
cyon of that tree, that he might graft it upon one in 
his own orchard; For who knows, ſays he, but it may 
bear the ſame fruit. | 


Monſieur Vangelas having obtained a penſion from the 
French king, by the intereſt of cardinal Richlieu, the car- 


penſion in his dictionary. No, my lord, ſaid Vangelas, 
nor the word gratitude. 


A melting ſermon being preached in a country church, 
all fell a weeping but one man, who being aſked, why he 
did not — with the reſt? Oh! ſaid he, I belong to 


An Irifhman being at a tavern where the cook was 
dreſſing ſome carp, he obſerved, that ſome of the fiſh 
moved after they were gutted, and put in the pan, which 
very much ſurpriſed Tg + Well now, faith, faid 2 


15864 
of all the Chriſtian creatures that ever I ſaw, this ſame 
carp will live the longeſt after it is dead. 


A gentleman happening to turn up againſt a houſe to 
make water, did not ſee two young ladies looking out of 
a window cloſe by, till he heard them giggling; then 
looking towards them, he aſked, What made them ſo 
merry? Oh! Lord, ſaid one of them, a very little thing 
will make us laugh. 


A young fellow riding dewn a ſteep hill, and doubting 
the foot of it was boggiſh, called out to a clown that was 
ditching, and aſked him, if it was hard at the bottom. 
Ay, anſwered the countryman, it is hard enough at the 
bottom, I warrant you; but in half a dozen ſteps the 
horſe ſunk up to the ſaddle ſkirts, which made the young 
gallant whip, ſpur, curſe and ſwear. Why thou whore- 
ſon raſcal, faid he, to the ditcher, didſt thou not tell me 
it was hard at the bottom ? Ay, replied the other, but you 
are not half way to the bottom yet. 


| The famous Tom King, who is remarkable for his 
good houſekeeping and hoſpitality, ſtanding one day at 
bis gate in the country, a beggar coming up to him, 
cried, he begged his worſhip would give him a mug of 
his ſmall beer. Why, how now, ſays he, what times are 
theſe, when beggars muſt be chuſers! I ſay, bring this 
fellow a mug of ſtrong beer. 


A gentleman ſpeaking cf his ſervant, ſaid, I believe 1 
command more than any man, for before my ſervant will 
| obey me in any thing, I muſt command him ten times over. 


Two very honeſt gentlemen, who dealt in brooms, 
meeting one day in the ſtreet, one aſked the other, How 
the devil he could afford to underſell him every as 
he did, when he ſtole the ſtuff, and made the brooms him- 


ſelf ? Why, you filly dog, anſwered the other, I ſteal them 
ready made. 
A lady 


(35) 


A lady who had generally a pretty many intrigues up- 
on her hands, not liking her brother's extravagant paſſion 


for play, aſked him, when he deſigned to leave off 


gaming? When you ceaſe loving, ſaid he; then re ied 


the lady, you are like to continue a gameſter as long Gs 


A ſoldier was bragging before alive Cefar, of the 
wounds he had received in his face. Cæſar, knowing 
him to be a coward, told him, He had beſt take heed the 
next time he ran away, how he looked back. 


A profligate young nobleman, being i in company with 
ſome ſober people, defired leave to toaſt the devil ; the 
gentleman who ſat next him, ſaid, He had no objection to 
any of hes lord ſhip's friends. 


Some gentlemen going into a bawdy-houſe tavern at 
Charing-crols, found great fault with the wine, and ſend- 
ing for the maſter of the houſe, told him, it was fad 
ſtuff, and very weak. It may be ſo, ſaid he, for my trade 
does not depend on the ſtrength of my wine, but on that 
of my tables and chairs, and "the weakneſs of my cuſtomers. 


A gentleman coming to an inn in Smithfield, and ſee- 
ing the oſtler expert and tractable about the horſes, aſked 
how long he had lived there, and what countryman he 
was. I. ſe Yorkjhtirc, ſaid the fellow, an ha lived fixteen 
years here. I wonder, replied the gentleman, that in fo 
long a time, ſo clever a fellow as you ſeem to be, have 


not come to be maſter of the Inn yourſelf. Ay, anſwered 


the oſtler, but maiſter s York too. 


The late Colonel Kelly, refleting on his ill life 1 
character, told a certain nobleman, That if ſuch a thing 
as a good name was to be purchaſed, he would freely give 
10,000]. for one. The nobleman ſaid, It would certainly 
be the worſt money be * laid out in his liſe. has” 
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faid the honeſt colonel? Becauſe, anſwered the Lord, you 
will forſeit it again in leſs than a week. 


A woman once proſecuted a gentleman for a rape : u 
on the trial, the judge aſked her, if ſhe made any refit 

ance. I cried out, and pleaſe you, my lord. Ay, ſaid 
one of the witneſſes, but that was nine months after. 


A young lady, who had been married but a ſhort time, 
ſeeing her huſband going to riſe pretty early in the morn- 
hg, faid, What, my dear, are you getting up already ? 
Pray lie a little longer and reſt yourſelf, No, my dear, 
Teplied the huſband, Tu get up and reſt myſelf. | 


The deputies of Rochelle attending to ſpeak with Henry 
the Fourth of France, met with a phyſician who had re- 
nounced the Proteſtant religion, and embraced the Po- 
piſh communion, whom they began to revile moſt griev- 
ouſly. The king hearing of it, told the deputies, he ad - 
viſed them to change their religion too; For it is a dan- 
gerous ſymptom, ſaid he, that your religion is not long 
lived, when a phyſician has given it over. TICK. 


A Weſtminſter juſtice, taking coach in the city, and 
being ſet down at Young Man's Coffee-houſe, Charing- 
etgls, the driver demanded eighteen pence for his fare. 
The juſtice aſked him, if he would ſwear that the ground 
came to the.money. The man ſaid, he would take his 
| oath to it. The juſtice replied, Friend, I am a magif- 
trate; and pulling the book out of his pocket, adminiſ- 
tered the oath, and then gave the fellow his ſix - pence, 
ſaying, He muſt reſerve a filling to himſelf for the affidavit. 


A countryman paſſing along the Strand, ſaw a coach 
overturned, and aſking what the matter was, he was 
told, That three or four members of Parliament were 
overturned in that coach. Oh, ſaid he, there let them 
be, my father always adviſed me not to medd!e with ftate 
affairs. 85 ov 


1 
The Earl of S——— a few years ago kept an Iriſh foot- 


man, who, perhaps, was as expert in making bulls as the 


moſ learned of his countrymen. My lord having ſent 
him one day with a preſent to a certain judge, the judge 
in return ſent my lord half a dozen live partridges with a 
letter; the partridges fluttering in the baſket upon Teague's 
back, as he was carrying them home, he ſet down the 
baſket, and opened the lid of it to quiet them, whereupon 
they all flew away. Oh! the devil burn ye, ſaid he, lam 
glad you are gone; but when he came home, and my lord 
had read the letter, Why, Teague, ſaid my lord, I find 
there are half a dozen partridges in the letter; Now, 
arrah, dear honey, ſaid Teague, I am glad you have 
found them in the letter, for they are all loft out of the 


baſket. 


A certain juſtice of the peace, not far from Cler- 
kenwell, in the firſt year of king George I. when the 
fellow, whom he hired to officiate as his clerk, was read 
ing a mittimus to him, coming to Aro Domini, 1714, 
How now, ſaid he, with ſome warmth, and why not Geor- 
gio Domini? ſure you forget yourſelf ſtrangely. 


In eighty-eight, when queen Elizabeth went from 
Temple bar along Fleet-ſtreet, on ſome proceſſion, the 
lawyers were ranged on one fide of the way, and the ci- 
tizens on the other; ſays the lord Bacon, then a ſtudent, 
to a lawyer that ſtood next him, Do but obſerve the cour- 
tiers; if they bow firſt to the citizens, they are in debt: if 
to us, they are in law. | hg 


Some gentlemen having a hare for ſupper at a tavern, 
the cook, inſtead of a pudding had crammed the belly full 
of thyme, but had not above half roaſted the hare, the 
legs being almoſt raw; which one of the company ob- 
ſerving, ſaid, There was too much thyme (time) in the belly, 


and too butle in the legs. 


Two 


1 


Two countrymen who had never ſeen a play in their 
lives, nor had any notion of it, went to the theatre in 
Drury- lane, when they placed themſelves ſnug in the 
corner of the middle gallery; the firſt muſic played, which 
they liked well enough; then the ſecond and third, to 
their great ſatisfaction. At length the curtain drew up, 
and three or four actors entered to begin the play; upon 
which one of the countrymen cried to the other, Come, 
Hodge, let us be going, mayhap the gentlemen are talking 


The famous Sir George Rooke, when he was a captain 
of the marines, was quartered at a village where he bu- 
_ ried a pretty many of his men; at length the parſon re- 
fuſed to perform the ceremony of their interment any 
more, unleſs he was paid for it; which being told captain 
Rooke, he ordered fix men of his company to carry the 
corpſe of the ſoldier then dead, and lay him upon the par- 
fon's hall table. This ſo embarraſſed the prieſt, that he 
ſent the captain word, if he would fetch the man away, 


he would bury him and all his company for nothing. 


A reverend and charitable divine, for the benefit of 
the country where he reſided, cauſed a large cauſeway to 
be begun; and as he was one day overlooking the work, a E 
certain nobleman came by; Well, Doctor, ſaid he, for all | 
your great pains and charity, I do not take this to be the t 
high way to heaven, Very true, my lord, replied the Doc- t 
tor, for if it had, I ſhould have wondered to have met your p 
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lordſhip lere. 


A Welſhman and an Engliſhman vapouring one day at 
the fruitfulneſs of their countries, the Engliſhman ſaid, There 
was a cloſe near the town where he was born, which was ſo 
very fertile, that if a Kiboo was thrown in over night it 
would be fo covered with graſs, that it ſhould be difficult 
to find it the next dav. Splut, ſays the Welſhman, what's 
that? There is a cloſe where you may put your horſe in 
over night, and not be able to find him next morning. 

N | A country 


1 | 
A country fellow in Charles the Second's time, ſelling 


his load of hay in the Haymarket, two gentlemen, who 


came out of the Blue Poſts, were talking of affairs; one 


ſaid, that things did not go right, the king had been at 
the houſe, and prorogued the parliament. The countryman 


coming home, was aſked, What news in London? Odd's- 
heart, ſaid he, there's ſomething to do there; the king has, 
it ſeems, berogued the parliament ſadly. 


A wild young gentleman having married a very diſ- 
creet, virtuous young lady, the better to reclaim him, ſhe 
cauſed it to be given out, at his return from his travels, 
that ſhe was dead, and had been buried; in the mean 
time ſhe had ſo placed herſelf in diſguiſe, as to be able to 
obſerve how he took the news; and finding him ſtill the 
ſame gay, inconſtant man he always had been, ſhe ap- 
peared to him as the ghoſt of herſelf, at which he ſeemed 
not at all diſmayed; at length, diſcloſing herſelf to him, 
he then appeared pretty much ſurpriſed; a perſon by 
ſaid, Why, Sir, you ſeem more afraid now than before. 
Ay, replied he, moſt men are more afraid of « living wife 
than @ dead one. 


Two brothers coming once to be executed for ſome 
enormous crime, the eldeſt was turned off firſt, without 
ſpeaking one word ; the other mounting the ladder, began 
to harangue the crowd, whoſe ears were attentively open 
to hear him, expecting ſome confeſſion from him. Good 
people, ſays he, my brother hangs before my face, and you 
lee what a lamentable ſpectacle he makes; in a few mo- 
ments I ſhall be turned off too, and then you will ſee a 


pair of ſpectacles. 


A perſon inquiring what became of ſuch a-one? Oh, 
dear, ſays one of the company, poor fellow, he died in- 
ſolvent, and was buried by the pariſh, Died inſcloent, 
cries another, that is a lie, for he died in England, I am 
lure, I was at his bur ying. 
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A young gentlewoman who had married a very wild 


| ſpark, that had run through a plentiful fortune, and was 


reduced to ſome ſtraits, was innocently ſaying to him 


one day, My dear, I want ſome ſhifts ſadly. Madam, re- 
=_ he, how can that be, when you make ſo many every 


A fellow once ſtanding in the pillory at Temple Bar, 
it occaſioned a ſtop, ſo that a carman with a load of 
cheeſes had much ado to paſs; and driving juſt up to the 


pillory, he aſked, What that was that was wrote over the 
perſon's head ? they told him, it was a paper to ſignify 


his crime, that he ſtood there for forgery. Ay, ſaid he, 
what is forgery? They anſwered him, that forgery was 


counterfeiting another's hand, with intent to cheat people. 
To which the carman replied, looking up at the offender, 


Oh, pox, that comes of your writing and reading, you filly 


dog. 


King Charles II. being in company with the Lord 
Rocheſter, and others of the nobility, who had been drink- 


ing the beſt part of the night, Killigrew came in. Now, 


ſays the king, we ſhall hear of our faults; No, faith, ſays 
Killigrew, I do not care to trouble my kead with that which all 


When the Lord Jefferies, before he was a judge, was 
pleading at the bar once, a country fellow giving evidence 
againſt his client, puſhed the matter very home on the fide 
he ſwore of. Jefferies, aſter his uſual way, called out to 
the fellow, Hark you, you fellow, in the leather doublet, 


what have you for ſwearing? To which the countryman 


ſmartly replied, Faith, Sir, if you had ro more for lying 
than I have for ſwearing, you might e en wear a leather doublet 
too. 


The ſame Jefferies, afterwards on the bench, told an 
old fellow with a long beard, that he ſuppoſed he had a 


conſcience as long as his beard. Does your 8 
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plied the old inan, meaſure conſciences by beards ? If ſo, your 
lordſhip has no conſcience at all. | 


Lord Dorſet was aſking a certain biſhop, Why he con- 
ferred orders on ſo many blockheads? Oh, my lord, faid 
hey it is better the ground ſhould be ploughed by aſſes, than lie 
quite untilled. | : | 


Mr. Dryden once at dinner, being offered by a lady 
the rump of a fowl, and refuſing it, the lady ſaid, Pray, 
Mr. Dryden, take it, the rump is the beſt part of the 
fowl. Yes, madam, ſaid he, and ſo Ithink it is of the fair. 


Apelles, the famous painter, having drawn the picture 
of Alexander the Great on horſeback, brought it, and 
preſented it to the prince; but he not beſtowing that 
praiſe on it, which ſo excellent 2 piece deſerved, Apelles 
deſiied a living horſe might be brought; who, moved by 
nature, fell a prancing and neighing, as though it had been 
actually a living creature of the ſame ſpecies ; whereupon 
Apelles told Alexander, That his horſe underflood painting 
better than himſelf. | 


An old gentleman, who had married a fine young lady, 
being terribly afraid of cuckoldom, took her to taſk one 
day, and aſked her if ſhe had conſidered what a crying 
ſin it was in a woman to cuckold her huſband ? Lord, my 
dear, ſaid ſhe, what do you mean? I never had ſucha 
thing in my head, nor never will, No, no, my dear, re- 
* he, [ſhall have it in my head, you will have it ſomewhere 
elſe. abs 


One obſerving a crooked fellow in cloſe argument with 
another, who would have diſſuaded him from ſome incon- 


ſiderate reſolution, ſaid to his friend, Prithee let him alone, 
and ſay no more to him, you ſee he is bent upou it. 
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A vigorous young officer, who made love to a widow, 
coming a little unawares upon her once, caught her fait 


in his arms. Hey day, faid ihe, do you fight alter the 


French way, take towns before you declare war? No, 
faith, wicow, faid he, but I ſhould be glad to imitate 
them ſo far as to be in the middle of the country befere you 


coal i refit me. 


Sir Godfrey Kneiler, the paiater, and the late Dr. 


Ratcliffe, had a garden in common, with but one gate; 


Sir Godfrey, upon ſome occation, ordered the gate to be 
railed, when the doctor heard of it, he ſaid, he did not 


care what Sir Godfrey did to the gate, fo he did not paint 
it. This being told Sir Godfrey, Weil! replied he, I can 
take that, or any thing ei:e but pic, from my good 
friend Dr. Ratcliffe. * N 


An honeſt bluff country farmer, meeting the parſon 


of the parith in a bve lane, and not giving him the way 
ſo readily as he expected, the parſon, with an erect cheſt, 


told him, he was better fed than taught, Very true, in- 
deed, Sir, replied the farmer, for you reach me, and J 


feed myjelf, 


A gentleman going into a meeting-houſe, and ſtum- 
bling over one of the forms that were ſet there, cried 
out in a paſſion, Who the devil expefied ſet forms in a 
 mecting-houſe ? x 


One aſking a painter how he could paint ſuch pretty 
faces in his pictures, and yet get ſuch homely children? 


| Becauſe, ſaid he, made the jirſt by daylight, and the other 


in the dark, | 
Sir John St. Leger, the Judge Jefferies of Ireland, 
had been remarkably ſevere to a number of poor wretches 
who were brought before him for committing depreda- 
tions in that country, Paul Liddy was the captain of 2 
banditti, who levied contributions in the part where the 
| Knight 
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Knight lived. Among others, he wrote to Sir John, to 
inform him, that it he did not depoſit a certain ſum in 


the place he mentioned, at ſuch a time, he would fet fire 


to his houſe, murder him, and ravib his lady. 
Shortly after, by the vigilance of the Knight, the 
Captain was taken, and cloſely confined in 176415, in the 


Black Dog priſon. Lay St. Leger could not reſiſt the 


curioſity of ſeeing a man, who had dared to make ſuch a 
declaration. She accordingly went to the priſon, where 
ſhe was informed by the beautiful Monica Gall, a cour- 
tezan, whom Liddy had marzied, that he was too much 
indiſpoſed to ſee any one. Upon which, her ladythip, 
with an inſolence that reduced her below the level of 
the unhappy perſon ſhe addreſied, aired her, whether 
ſhe was the villain's whore or his wife ?—To which the 
other immediately replied, | have the misfortune to be 
his wife; the honour of whore was intended for your laqy- 


ſhip. | 


It chanced that a merchant ſhip was ſo viclently toſſed 
in a ſtorm at ſea, that all deſpairing of iatcty, betook 
themſelves to prayers, ſaving one mariner, who was ever 
wiſhing to ſee two fars. Oh! ſaid he, that I could fee 
two ſtars, or but one of the two; and of theſe words he 
made ſo frequent a repetition, that diſturbing the medi- 
tations of the reſt, at length, one aſked him, what twe 
ſtars, or what one ſtar he meant? To whom he replied, 
O that I could ſee the Star in the Ol! Change, or the Star 
in Coleman Street, I care not which! | 


Mr. Sharp, the Surgeon, being ſent for to a gentle- 
man who had juſt received a ſlight wound in a rencounter, 
gave orders to his ſervant to go home with all haſte ima- 
ginable, and fetch a certain plaiſter ; the patient turning 
a little pale, Lord, Sir, ſaid he, I hope there is no dan- 
ger? Yes, indeed, is there, anſwered the ſurgeon, for 
if the fellow does not ſet up a good pair of heels, the 
wound will heal before be returns! 5 
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A hackney coachman, who had had a pretty good 
day, after taking care of the horſes, retired to the neccſ- 
ſary in the coach-yard, which adjoining to that appro- 
priated to the uſe of his maſter's family, and where his 
maſter then happened to be. Our Jehu, not ſuſpecting 
he had any neighbours, began to divide his earnings in a 


manner, faid to be not uncommon among the brothers of 


the whip, as follows: A ſhilling tor maſter, — a ſhillir g 
for myſelf; which he continued till he came to an odd 


_ fix-pence, which puzzled him a good deal, as he was 
willing to make & fair diviſion. The maſter overhearing 
his perplexity, ſays to him, You may as well let me have 


that ſix-pence, John; becauſe I keep the horſe, you know, 


During the late conteſted election at Colchefter, the 


returning officer. who is a miller, receiving many heavy 


tokens of the mob's diſpleaiure, on account of ſome de- 


ciſion which they deemed i legal. Not a little agi- 


tated cn the occaſion, he turned round to Mr. Rigby, 
and ſaid, He hoped to God, he was fate in waat he had 
done? O yes, rejoined Mr. R—, as /afe as a thief in 
a mill! | | 


The honourable Mr. W „ who is remarkable 


ſor his talent at extempore verſe, not many weeks 


ago was requeſted by Lady T—r—c—], to give her a 
proof of it. The ſubjeR ſhe choſe was the ring on her 
finger—aſter a moment's pauſe, he repeated the following 
ſtanza, the neatneis of which has not an equal. 
| Tour huſband gave to you a ring 
Set round with jewels rare; 
You gave to kim a better thing, 
Axing /et round with hair. 


A gentleman who poſſeſſes a ſmall eſtate in Gloucei- 
terſhire, was allured to town by the promiſes of a cour- 
tier, who kept him in conſtant attendance for a long 
while to no purpoſe ; at laſt, the gentleman, quite tired 
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cout, called upon his pretended friend, and told him, 
that he had at laſt got a plac*, The courtier ſhook him 
very heartily by the hand, and told him he was very 
much rejoiced at the event. But pray, Sir, ſaid he, 
where is your place? In the Gloucefler coach, ſaid he, 
Sir; I ſecured it laſt nigh! ; and you, Sir, have cured me 
of higher ambition. REED OY 


During the late Election for Weſtminſter, divers con- 
ſtables with their watchmen, were ſet at ſeveral places, 
to hinder the concourſe of people from flocking thither 

without ſome neceſſary occaſion; amongſt others, one 
gentleman (being ſomewhat in the garb of a ſerving- 
man) was examined what lord he belonged unto? To 
which he readily replied, To the Lr, Jehavah . 
Which word being beyond the Conltable's underſtand- 
ing, he aſked his watchmen, if they knew any ſuch 
Lord, they replied, No; however, the conſtable be- 
ing unwilling to give diſtaſte, faid, Well, let him 
paſs, notwithſtanding, 7 lelieue it to be feme Scotch Lord © 
or other. 1175 


i 
1 
4 
] 
$ 
8 
C 


le A handſome young gentlewoman, of a good family 

* and ſmall fortune, was aſked, Why ſhe did not apply to 
* be maid of honour? She anſwered, becauſe foe could net 

1 puſb for it. 

ng 


The celebrated finger, Mr. Banniſter, being at a 
gentleman's ſeat in the country, on a viſit, where, at 
an inn adjacent, there was held a jovial meeting weekly, 
of gentlemen farmers and mechanics of the place. On 
: the night appointed, the gentleman takes, in diſguiſe, 
Mr. Banniſter with him, in order to hear a famous black- 


ef. ſmith perform, who had long bore the bell for the beſt 
. pipe in the country, who unluckily was abſent that night: 
ong the gentleman, in order to have his place in a meaſure 


red well ſupplied, begs our Bannifter to tane his pipes: which 
out he deing with his uſual good humour, fo rouſed and ani- 
: mated an honeſt hearty miller there, that when ws 
| w 


1 


flew from his ſeat, comes round to Banniſter in the 
greateſt rapture, and ſays, Give me your hand, non; egad 
en ng almoſt as ⁊ull us cur blackſmith. 


A taylor's apprentice was ſent home with a ſuit of 
cloaths to a genti-man, who the foreman told him always 
gave a ſhilling upon thoſe occaſions ; and, as that was 
the foreman's perquiſite, charged the boy not to cheat 

him, by pretending he had not received ſo much. Wnen 
the boy arrived at the gentleman's houſe, and delivered 
the cloaths, he made him a preient of only fix-pence.— 

The boy was highly chagrined at this diſappointment, 
imagining the foreman would apprehend he had poeketed 
half what he had received. He, thetefore, thought of 
this droll expedient. Sir, ſays he, to the gentleman 

who gave him fix-pence, | with you would give me two 
ſixpences for a ſhilling, Ee readily contented ; but when 
he had given the boy the change, he preſented him the 
ſixpence he had received from him. Why, this 1s only 
ſixpence (ſays the gentleman) ; You are miſtaken, Sir, 
ſays the boy, it muſt be a ſhilling, for our firem ſays, 
you a/ways give a ſhilling, The gentleman was fo well 
pleaied with the archneis of the boy, that he gave him 
half a crown inſtead of a ſhilling. 
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As the late Dean Swift was once upon a journey, at- 
tended by a ſervant, they put up at an inn, where they 
lodged all night; in the morning the Dean called for 
his boots; the ſervant immediately took them to him; 
when the Dean ſaw him, How is this, Tom, ſays he, 

my boots are not cleaned? No, Sir, rephed Tom, 
as you are going to ride, I thought they would ſoon be 
dirty again; Very well, ſaid the Dean, go and get 
the horſes ready. In the mean time the Dean ordered 
the landlord to let his man have no breakfaſt. When 
the ſervant returned, the Dean aſked, if the horſes were 
ready? Yes, Sir, ſays the ſervant ; Go bring them 
out then, ſaid the Dean; I have not had my breakfaſt 
yet, Sir, ſays Tom; Oh, no matter for that, ſays the 
Dean, if you had it, you would joon be hungry again. 
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They mounted and rode off; as they rode, the Dean 


pulled a book out of his pock: t, and fell to reading, 
a gentleman met them, and ſeeing the doctor reading, 
was not willing to diſturb kim, but paſſed by till he met 
the ſervant, Who is that gentleman, ſaid he, to the ſer- 
vant. It is my maſter, Sir, ſaid Tom; I know that, you 
blockhead, ſaid the gentleman; but, where are you go- 
ing? We are going 70 heaven, Sir, ſays Tom. How do 
you know that, ſaid the gentieman, Becauſe I am faſting, 
and my maſter praying, Sir; ſo I think we are in the right 
road to that place. 


The late Pope Ganganelli, ſceing a young man very 
intent upon taking off ſom? tine pieces in one of the 
churches at Rome, ſent for him, and deſired to know 
his profeſſion. The youth replied, that he had been bred 
to none, but that his father was a merchant who had 
failed, and died in Florence. Whatever your father was, 
{aid his holineſs, 1 fee you are inclined to be a painter, 
but it is not cuſtomary to take off church pieces in the 
manner you did. The young man now began to ex- 
cuſe himſelf, but the Pope deſired him not to be alarmed, 
inſiſted on {ecing his p:ece, and had him inſtructed in 
drawing, at his own expence. Some of thoſe about him, 
expreſſed their wonder at his holineſs's generoſity to this 
ranger, and the more io, as they ſaid, it appeared he 
was a proteftant, from which hereſy not a ſtep had been 
taken to conveit him. Ah! ſaid Ganganelli, as a Pope 
I am bound to ccmmend your pious care; but as a man 
I am bound to tell you, that painting is rf no religion. 


An Iriſh gentleman, who had been appointed an enſign 
in the army, had his regimentals made in a very awkward 
and bungling manner; and in particular, his fleeves 
were four or five inches too ſhort. Some friend of his, 
obſerved that his cloaths did not fit him at all. How 
the devil ſhould they, ſaid the honeſt Hibernian, for 
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awhen the tayler took meaſure of me, ke was in London and 
1 was in Dublin, 


A ſtudent in one of the Univerſities ſent to another 


| Rudent of his college, to borrow a certain boch. I never 


lend my books out, ſaid the latter, but if the gentleman 
chuſes to come to my chambers he may make uſe of it as 


long as he pleaſes. A few days after, he that had refuſed | 
the book, ſent to the other to borrow a pair of bellows. 
I never lend my bellows out, ſays the other, but if the 


gentleman chuſes to come to my chambers, he may make uſe «of 
them as long as he pleaſes. | 


William Penn, the quaker, once waiting upon King 
Charles II. kept on his hat. The King, as a gentle 


rebuke for his ill manners, put off his own. Friend 


Charles, ſaid Penn, Why deſt thou not ieep thy hat en? 
Friend Penn, replied the King, it is the cuſtom of 
this place for no more than one perſon ever 10 be covered at a 


time. 


General Arminger's death being very ſudden, and on 


the night of his nuptials, a maid of honour, aſæed Mr. 


Chace Price the cauſe of it. Miſs, replied the wit, b. 
general died of a parentheſis. | 


Lord Sandwich was one day at Huntingdon races, 


when a harſe by the name of Satan ran for the plate.— 
Lord Sandwich coming up to a gentleman, ſaid, Sir, 


my eyes are not very good; which horſe is firſt? I have 
bet on Satan. Aye, replied the other, you are on the 
right ſide ; the Devil is always a friend to your lordfpip. 


Mrs. Foote, mother of Ariſtophanes, was of a very 
whimſical turn of mind, and experienced the caprice of 
fortune nearly as much as her ſon. The day ſhe was ſent 
priſoner to the King's Bench, Foot was taken to a ſpung- 


 ang-houſe ; when the following laconic letters paſſed be- 
tween mother and ſon. Dear Sam, I am is priſes. Anſwer, 


Dear mother, /o am J. 
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When a loldier, about a month ago, fell into tne 
Thames, he was aſked, What regiment he belonged to? 
—when he anſwered, The Life Guards, Nay, my Jad, 
ſays 2 by-ſtander, then, I think you muſt be miftaken-— 
For you certainly belong to the Cold Stream. 


The late Princeſs Amelia, though very kind to her do- 
meſtics as well as the poor in the vicinities of Gunnerſ- 
bary, had all the German 4auteur about her, upon every 


| occaſion that ſhe thought infringed upon her dignity. 


There was no relaxation in the minuteſt part of duty in 
her kouſhold, and ſhe once diſmiſſed a young page, though 
ſtrongly recommended to her, becauſe he did not pull off 
his hat, as ſhe crofled one of the anti-chambers.—His 
friends petitioned for him, pleading his youth and inad- 
vertency, but in vain; ſhe, however, made him a pre- 
ſent of an enſign's commiſſion in a marching regiment, 


The late Princeſs Amelia being at a party of whiſt in 
the rooms at Bath, an oflicer who ſtood by her chair, ſee- 


ing her ſnuff-box open, on the table, imprudently took 


a pinch.— The Princeſs obſerving it, immediately called 
to one of her attendants, and defired him, in an impe- 
rious tone, to throw that ſnuff in the fire.” The or- 


der was complied with, and the oflicer retreated in much 
confuſion, | | | | 


The aforementioned Princeſs being at a party of whiſ 
at Bath, and being partner to a young Iriſh gentleman o 
rank, who was previouſly introduced to her, recollecting 
the ſtate of the game, ſhe exclaimed, Let me ſee! 


Oh! we are eight v, -upon which the other, either 


miſunderſtanding the lait expreſſion, or from an ill- timed 
gallantry, replied, Yes, my dear. Upon this, the 
immediately laid down her card, paid her game, and left 
the room. | | g | 


Sir Robert Walpole got into full poſſeſſion of the King's 


confidence, through the — of the Queen (Caro. 


line,) 
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Une), by having her dower increaſed from ſixty thouſand 


to one hundred thouſand pounds per year. Before this, 
the Queen and he were not on good terms together. 


A friend calling on Sir Robert Walpole the morning 
after he was married to his ſecond wife, and hearing that 
he was ſtill in bed, wrote on a ſlip of paper, which he 
pinned to his chamber door. 

« Felices ter amplius. DE 
When Sir Robert ſaw him next, he aſked him, What he 


meant by amplius Oh! ſays the friend, that's a Latin 


word that Lady Walpole can beſt explain. Not I, in- 


daeed, Sir, faid the Lady; but the other politely perſiſt- 


ing in it, ſhe turned about with great ſimplicity to her 
huſband, Why don't you anſwer for me, Sir Robert? 
Tau know | don't underſtand it? 


Sir Robert Walpole wanting to carry a queſtion in the 


Houſe of Lords, and not being quite ſure of ſome of the 
Biſhops, he prevailed upon the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 


to ſtay at home for two or three days; in the mean time, 
Sir Robert circulated a report that his Grace was danger- 
ouſly ill. On the day of meeting, the Houſe was remark- 


ably crowded with lawn ſleeves, not one of whom voted 


againſt the Court. 


| Some time beſore the death of Sir Robert Walpole, the 


converſation turning upon the depravity of mankind, he 


is ſaid to have expreſſed himſelf thus: — That fo great 
was their depravity, that Miniſters, who from their of- 
ficial capacity couid know it beſt, were in charity to 
mankind, bound to keep it a ſecret.” 


The long inveteracy of Mr. Pulteney againſt Sir Robert 
Walpole, it is thought, originated from a deeper root 


than a difference in political opinions. It is attributed 
to the following circumſtance, now very little known : 


On the ſeizure of Mr. Prior's papers (1715), which 
were brought before the Secret Committee for inquiring 


into 


. RET . 


e 0 


1 


the conduct of Lord Bolingbroke, &c. Sir Rohert, as 


Chairman of the Committee, willing to pique Mr. Put- 
teney, haſtily ſnatched up a note from a bundle of pa- 


pers lying on the table, and put it in his pocket. Mr. 


Pulteney ſeeing this, and not knowing the contents, in- 
ſtantly exclaimed, *<* Sir Robert, ve will have no garb- 
ling of papers, let the Clerk read it.“ Sir Robert pre- 
tended to evade it, by ſaying, „it was a thing of no 
conſequence ;*? but this only exciting the other's curioſity, 
he obliged him to give up the paper; which being read, 
turned out to be a confidential note from Lord Bolingbroke 
on Prior, caſting ſome very indecent retle&tions upon a2 
very near part of Mr, Pulteney's family. 'The Com- 

mittee on this, burlt into a fit of laughter, and as this cir- 
cumſtance was no part of the ſecrets of the Committee, 


the ſtory became public, which Mr. P. felt fo ſeverely, 


that it is thought he never forgave him. 


The Hon. Charles Townſend, who certainly was a very 
great man, was {till ſubje& to flattery, which he knew, 
and often rallied himſelf upon it, with ſome ſucceſs, du- 


ring his adminiſtration. The day after he brought out a 
Budget, of which he thought very highly; having ſome . 


ſelect friends to dine with him, he aſked their opinion of 
it. Some ſaid, © it was pretty well ;*? others, A good 
Budget; and others, <©* hoped it would be productive.“ 
This was not ſufficient praiſe for the Miniſter, who ſat ra- 
ther ſulky for ſome time, till Touchet the banker dropt 
in.—“ Well, Touchet, how did you like my Budget 
yeſterday ?”? „Like it!“ ſays Touchet, I'm tranſ- 
ported with it? - By G, it was the beſt ever brought 
out by any Miniſter in this country; and if any thing 
could exceed it, ic was your eloquent and graceful man- 
ner of delivering it.''—** My dear friend,” ſays the 
other, ſpringing into his arms, let me embrace you—- 
an eulogium like this, from a man of judgment is deci- 
five :—but here, ſays he, turning round to the reſt of 
the company, have 1 been giving theſe fellows turtle and 
D 2 claret 
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claret for theſe tus hturt, and they haut made me no ot her 
return than throwing brick-bats in my fa e. 


A perſon obſereing to the aſorementiored gentleman, 


tba there was better oratory otten at the Robin Hood, 


when ſeacock the baker wis prefident, than at the Houſe 


of Commons, he replied, | don't doubt it; people 


went to the later merely for ora ory, but to the Houſe of = 


Commons for bread.” 


Upon the diſmiſfal of the late Duke of Newcaflle from 
being Firſt Lord of the Treaſury, his. firſt levee was at- 
tended by a great number cf friends, amongſt whom it 


was remarked to the Duke, how extraordinary it was, 


that there was only one Biſhop (Cornwallis, afterwards 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury). Not at all,” ſaid the 
Duke; „nothing is more common than for Big. to 


forget their Mater. 


A Scotchman giving evidence at the bar of the Houſe 
of Lords in the affair of Captain Porteus, and telling of 
the variety of ſhots which were fired upon the unhappy 
occaſion ; he was aſked by the Duke of Newcaſtle, What 
kind of ſhot it was? Why,” ſays the man, in his 
broad dialect, ſuch as they ſhoot. fools with, and the 
like.“ — What kind of felt? ſays the Duke, ſmiling 
at the word. Why, my Lord, duke;, and ſuch kind of 


fools.” 


The late Lord Cheſterfield being one day at his Grace's 


levee, took up Garnet upon Job, a book dedicated to 


the Duke, and was reading it juſt as his Grace entered. 
« Well, my Lord, what is your opinion of that book?“ 
6 The beſt wade mecum in the world for one that at;engs 


I pan the expected death of the King of Spain in 
ye, the Nike, who was then Chancellor of the Ex- 


chequer, pave orders to his ſervants, that if any meſ- 


7 ſenger 
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ſenger arrived by expreſs, even if it was at midnight, 
he ſhould be inſtantly introduced to him: pending this 


order, a man on horſeback knocking furiouſly at the outer 


gate about three o'clock in the morning, he was inſtantly 
admitted, and brought up to the Duke's bed-chamber. 
„Well, my good friend,“ ſays the Duke (putting on 
his ſtockings, and ſurveying the man ſplaſhed all over 
with mud from top to toe), you muſt have rode hard?“ 
— Moſt damnably ! never once ſlept during the whole 
Journey.” — “ But you're ſure he's dead? - Oh! 
moſt certainly.**—* Ah! poor man, M's got out of a 
troubleſome world at laſt. —Pray when did you leave Ma- 
drid ? Madrid !”” ſays the man in amaze; *«* Lord! 
your Grace, I never was there in my life.“ And 


where the Devil elſe did you come hon?“ Why, 


from Richmond in Yorkſhire, your Grace, and am come 


. expreſs, to acquaint you of the death of Sam Dickinſon, 


the Exciſeman, whoſe place, you knew, your Grace 
promiſed me at the laſt election, the moment the breath 
was out of his body.”? : 


His Grace had great buſtle and appearance of buſineſs 
in his manner—always in a hurry, and generally indiſ- 
creet, though quick in his converſation. It was this man- 
ner that induced the late Dowager Lady Townſend to tay 
of him, «That ne always put her in mind of a man 
that loft two hours in the morning, and was looking for 


them the reſt of the day.“ 


Ori of the ro PUT AR Sox c, of God ſave the King. 
The preſent deſervedly popular Air of God Save 
the King, is ſuppoſed to have been compoſed by the 
Muſician of the name of Anthony Jones, contemporary 
with Purcell, and grandfather of the late Mrs. Arne, 


Mrs. Lampe, and Mrs. Jones, all ſtage fingers, while 


ſpinſters, by the name of Young. Waen this tune was 

revived in 1745, tradition ſaid, that the words of God 

fave the King” were written, and the tune compcſeo, for 

King James the Second, 32 the time that the 
; 3 | 0 
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of Orange was expected to land in England. During the 
Rebellion in 1745, the learned and ingenious Dr. Bur- 
ney, author of the General Hiſtory of Muſic, compoſed 
parts ot the old melody at the deſire of Mrs. Cibber, for 
Drury-lane Theatre, where it was ſung in a flow and ſo- 
lemn manner, in three parts, by Mrs. Cibber, Mr. Beard, 
and Reinhold, the father of the preſent ſinger of that 
name; and repeated in chorus, angmented in force, 
uſually, by the whole audience. It was called for at this 
Theatre for near two years after the ſupprefiion of the 
anecdote. 


Lord GEORGE Grrmanne.—This eloquent and acute 
man, who like all other politicians, was occaſionally the 
prey of faction and party malignity, during the time that 
he was Minifter for that unfortunate department of the 
State called the American one, behaved with the greateſt 
nobieneſs and independence of ſpirit. A ſecond Naval 


time in which this noble Lord thought the ſhips that were 
to afford the amuſement of it, would be much better em- 
ployed in the Weſt Indies. He went immediately to the 
Council with his reſignation in his pocket, threatening 
inſtantly to give up his place, if the ſhips that were wanted 
for operations of infinite moment and concern were 
to be made uſe of for fo trifling an occafion. The 
Naval Review did not take place. — Lord George's beha- 
viour in this inſtance ſhews what a proper degree of in- 
fluence, in any Cabinet whatſoever a Miniſter of ſenſe 
joined with integrity and ſpirit muſt ever obtain. 
Shakeſpeare makes King John ſay well to Hubert 

% It is the curſe of Kings to be attended bY 

«© By ſlaves, that take their humours for a warrant.” 


A humourous fellow, a carpenter, being ſupœned as a 
witneſs on a trial for an aſſault; one of the counſel, who 
was very much given to brow-beat the evidence, aſked 
him what diſtance he was from the parties whea he ſaw 
the defendans ſtrike the plaintiff? The —_—_— 2 

. | wered, 


| Review was propoſed during the American War, at a 
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ivered, ©juſt four feet five inches and a half,” « Pry*thee, 
fellow, ſays the counſel, ©* how is it poſſible you can be 
ſo very exact as to diftance?”” «© Way, to tell you the 
truth, (ſays the carpenter) [ thought, perhaps, that /ome 
fool or other might aſt me, and io I meaſured it.“ 


In the heat of an engagement a ſailor took his wounded 
comrade on his {.oulders, and carrying him down to the 
ſurgeon, the fellow in his way loſt his head. Why, ſays 


the ſurgeon, do you bring me a man without a head ? 


Ooh, fas the faalor, _*' Hi: told me, he had cogy Av Sis 


A gentleman wio was very moroſe and ill-natured at 
home in his family, was very remarkably facetious and 


merry abroad, inſomuch that he was more than ordinarily 
entertaining wherever he went; which occaſioned a lady 
once at a merry meeting where he was, to ſay to one pre- 
ſent, who knew him well ; Surely, if that gentleman is 
married, his wife muſt be extremely happy; for he is 
quite the fiddle of the company. Very true, madam, ſays 
the perſon ſhe ſpoke to, but he always hangs his fiddle up 
at the door when he goes hom. 


A clergyman of a facetious turn of mind, who lived in 
Suſſex, a coaſt on which ſhipwrecks have frequently hap- 
pened, and where, upon ſuch occaſions, the inhabitants, 
inſtead of aſſiſting the unfortunate in their diſtreſs, uſed to 
plunder all they could lay hands on, and treat the people 
ill; and were ſo keen at the news of a wreck, that they 
would leave ll manner of buſineſs to plunder. A misfor- 
tune of this kind happening one Sunday, during the time 
of divine ſervice, the alarm was given, ** A wreck! A 
wreck !“ upon which they began to ſcamper out with great 
precipitation; which our parſon perceiving, opened the 
pulpit door, and walking down the ſtairs, called out at 


the ſame time, with a loud voice, Brethren, let me en- 


treat you to hear five words more.“ They turned about 
with impatient attention, El hear what the preacher had 
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to fay ; whe making haſtily up to them, ſaid, let us all ear: 
Fair: which odd behaviour had the deſired effect; as he 
meant only to go with them, in order to prevent their 
abuſing the ſhip's crew, which often happened, | 


An arch boy being at a table where there was a piping | 


hot apple-pie, putting a bit into his mouth, burnt it ſo, 
that the tears ran down his cheeks. A gentleman that ſat 


by, aſked him, Why he wept ?“ only, ſaid he, becauſe 


it is juſt come into my remembrance, that my poor 
grandmother died this day twelvemonth. Phoo ! ſays the 
other, is that all? So, whipping a large piece into his 


mouth, he quickly ſympathized with the boy ; who ſeeing 


his eyes brim- full, with a malicious ſneer, aſked him, 


Why he wept? A pox on you, ſaid he, becauſe you were 


ro hanged, you dog, the ſame day. your grandmother died. 
One of the bloods of Cambridge, one day in the grove 


attacked ſome ladies, and aſking ove of them, who was 
erocked, from whence ſhe came? She rephed, Strait 


from LonJon: Indeed, madam, ſaid he, You mu/? bave 


keen confoundedly war ge by the way: 


Beau Naſh was one evening employed in collecting 
money for the Bath hoſpital; a lady entered, who was 
more remarkable for her wit than her charity, and not 
being able to paG by him unobſerved, ſhe gave him a pat 
with her fan, and ſaid, You muit put down a trifle for 
me, Naſh; for I have no money in my pocket.“ Ves, 
madam, ſays he, that I will with pleaſure, if your grace will 


tell me when to ſtop; then, taking a handful of guineas 
out of his pocket, he began to tell them into his white 


hat, one, two, three, four, five. ** Hold, bold, (ſays the 
ducheſs) confider, what you are about.“ Conſider 
your rank and fortune, madam,” (ſays Naſh ;) and con- 
tinued tebhing fix, ſeven, eight, nine, ten. Here the 
ducheſs called again, and ſeemed angry. Pray com- 


poſe yourſelf, madam,” cry'd Naſh, ** and don't inter- | 


ropt the work of charity; eleven, twelve, thirteen, 4 
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teen, fiftcen. Here the ducheſs ſtormed, and canght hold 
of his hand. Peace, madam,” fays Naſh ; you ſhall 
have your name written in letters of gold, madam; and 
upon the front of the building, madam ;** ſixteen, ſeven- 
teen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty. I won't pay a far- 
thing more,” ſays the ducheſs. Cnarity hides a mul- 
titude of fins,” replies Naſh ; twenty-one, twenty-two, - 
twenty-three, twenty-four, twenty-five. ** Naſh,” ſays 
ſe, I proteſt you frighten me out of my wits, Ld! 
i ſhall die!“ Madam, you will never die with doing 
good; and if you do, it will be better for you,” anſwered 
Naſh, and was about to proceed; but perceiving her 
grace had loſt all patience, a parley enſued ; when he, 
after much altercation, agreed to ſtop his hand, and 
compound with her grace for thirty guineas. The duch- 
eſs, however, ſeemed diſpleaſed the whole evening, and 
when he came to the table where ſhe was playing, bid him, 
«+ ſtand farther, an ugly devil, for ſhe hated the fight of 
him,” But her grace afterwards, having a run of good 
lack, called Naſh to her: Come, . ſays. ſhe, I will be 
friends with you, tho' you are a fool; and to let you ſee 

I am not angry, there are ten more guineasfor your charity.“ 


A droll fellow who got a livelihood by fiddling at fairs 
and about the country, was one day met by an acquaintance 
that had not ſeen him a great while, who accoſted him thus. 
6: Bleſs me! what! are you alive?” Why not? anſwered 
the fidler; did you ſend any body to kill me? ** No, re- 
plies the other, but I was told you was dead.” *© Ay, fo 
it was reported, it ſeems, ſays the fidler, but I knew it was 
a lie as ſoon as I heard it.“ 


A dignified clergyman, going down to his living to ſpen d 
the ſummer, met near his houſe a comical old chimney- 
ſweeper, with whom he chuſed to chat. So, John, ſays the 
doctor, from whence came you? From your houſe, ſays 
Mr. Soot ; for this morning I have ſwept all your chim- 
neys. How many were there, ſays the doctor? No leſs 
D; 9 
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ney have you? One ſhilling a-piece, Sir. * hy then, 
quoth the doctor, you have earned a great deal of money 
in a little time. “ Yes, yes, Sir, {avs John, throwing his 


bag of ſoot over his ſhoulders, we black coats get our money 
_ ealy enough, 


An Engliſh gentleman being taken ill of a vellow fever 
gat Jamaica, a lady, who had married in that iſland, in- 
directly hinted to him, in the preſence of an Iriſh phyſician 
that attended him, the propriety of making his will, in a 
country where people were ſo apt to die; the phyſician 
thinking his judgment called in queſtion, tartly replied, 
«. By Jaſus, madam, I wiſh you would tell me that country 
2 people do not die, and 1 will go and end my days 
ere. 


5 a farmer, obſerving to one of his threſhers, 

that he had been informed another ſarmer's labourer had 
threſhed out a load of corn between ſun and ſun; the ruſ- 
tic replied, ** then meaſter, it muſt have been one of 
Joſhua's days, when he commanded the aun to ſtond fill. 


At a country election, a dealer having occaſion to go 
that way, and obſerving ſeveial coaches preparing to ſet off 


with ſome of the voters from this c ity, ſtepped into one of 


them, and unnoticed partook of all the good things attend- 
ant on the journey! When he finally alighted at the 
place of deſtination, one of the agents obſerving him to be 
without a ribbond, very civily aſked him to accept of a 
favour. Favour, Sir, replied the other, I am very well ſa- 
tisfied with the favours I have already received, and, as J 
am not qualified to return you the favour of a vote, I cannot think 
of accepting any more. 


A friend of old Baniſter, the comedian, had the misfor- 
tune to run his head through a glaſs door, but eſcaped, 
almoſt to a miracle, with only a flight ſcratch, a doubt 
was ſtarted, whether it might have been poſſible for him to 
ſwallow ſome of the glaſs, * Heaven forbid, obſerved 
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Charley, if ſo, the poor fellow will never be without a ane 
in his ſtomach. 


= gentleman preſenting a young lady to his mother, 
ſaid, ** Madam, this is Miſs Forteſque, and ſhe is not ſo 


great a fool as ſhe looks to be.” * There, madam, (ſaid 


Miſs Forteſque) lies the difference between your ſon and 
me.” | Es : 


A perſon being aſked why a biſhop's wife ſhould be only 
plain miſfreſs, while the wife of a temporal peer is a lad), 


_ replied, 4+ Becauſe there are no ladies in h aver,” 


An impertinent macarcni hair- dreſſer aſked a lady, what 
Gifference there was between a woman of uit and a fool? 
the replied, 4 Juſt the lame as between you and a man of 


ſenſe.” 


A young coxcomb meeting an elderly gentleman one 
day, in company with a fine voung ladv, aſked him, in 
deriſion, what age he was? I cannot tell preciſely, ſaid 
he, but an aſs at twenty is older than a un at fifty. 


Voltaire, it is ſaid, having lampooned a nobleman, wag 
caned by him for his licentious wit; when, on applying to 
the Duke of Orleans, then Regent, and begging him to do 
him juſtice, the duke replied with a ſmile, Sir, it has been 
done already. 


There were three brothers named Buck, and having 
veniſon, made three paſties; and one of thoſe that were 
invited was named Cook, and thinking to play upon the. 
brothers, ſaid, Here is Buck, Buck, Bugk. True, ſays one 
of the brothers, but what ſays the proverb? God ſends meat, . 
and the devil ſends Cooks. ST: 


On a terrible windy day, a doctor went to Billingſgate, 
and called for a boat to go to Greenwich; when the water- 


man came to the ſtairs, he aſked him if he could: go ſale by 


D 6 water 


(160) 


water to Greenwich? Yes, doctor, quoth the waterman. 
You rogue, ſaid the doctor, you watermen are ſuch un- 
conſcionable raſcals, that if you can get but fixpence, you 


don't care if you caſt a man away. Sir, we watermen 


are perſons of better conſciences than you doctors are; for 
you will not caſta man away under. fort, fifty or three-ſcore 


pounds. 


Vi.illers, the witty and extravagant duke of Buckingham, 
was ſaying one day to lord Rocheſter, in a melancholy 
humour, I am afraid, my lord, I ſhall die a beggar at laſt, 
which is the moſt terrible thing in the world. Upon my 
word, replied his lordſhip, there is another thing we have 
both more reaſon to apprehend, and that is, That your 
grace, and I too, ſhall live beggars, unleſs we retrench our 
expences. | : 


An alderman of a certain body corporate, not remark- 


able for the greateſt extent of knowledge, being preſent at 
a public entertainment, where the Mediterranean hap- 
ed to be the chief topic of converſation, addreſſed 
imſelf very graveiy to the company: Pray gentlemen, is 
the Mediterranean a corporation town like ours ? 


In Jaſſus, a town of which the inhabitants lived almoſt 


entirely on fiſh, a certain harper diſplayed his ſkill to the 
crowd. But when the bell gave notice that the fiſh was 
arrived, the audience leaving our artiſt, ran to the market, 
| ſave one who being almoſt deaf, did not hear the ſignal, 
The harper going up to him paid him many compliments 
on his taſte and politeneſs, in not leaving him to buy fiſh 
as the reſt did. What! has the bell rung? ſaid our ama- 
teur. Good-bye; I alſo love fiſh beiter than maſic. 


It was an uſual faying of King Charles II. Tbat 
ſailors got their money like horſes and ſpent it like aſſes. 
The foliowing ſtory is ſomewhat an inſtance of it: One 
failor coming to fee another on pay day, defired to bor- 
Tow twenty ſhillings of hin. The monied man fell to 

e | telling 
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| half-brother had been, and again interrupted the tale; fo 
me a handful when your ſhip's paid, what a pox ſignifies 


loaded wich laurels, as you are, cannot move very ſurfily. 


1 did not ſay there was, faid he, but I admite the propriety 


reading it. Well, my lord, ſaid his grace, what is your 


Grace s levee, I think it one of the beſt books in the world, 
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telling out the ſum in ſhillings, but a half-crown thruſt 
its head in, put him out, and he began to tell again ; but 
then an impertinent crown-piece was as officious as his 


that taking up a handful of ſilver, he cried, Here Jack give 
counting it? | 


The prince of Conde, coming to congratulate his maſter, 
Lewis XIV. on the battle of Senef, in which his highneſs 
had commanded, and gained great honour ; the king ſtood 
upon the top of the ſtairs to receive him. The prince, 
being lame of the gout, mounted very ſlowly, and ſtopped 
mid-way, begged his majeſty's pardon if he made him wait. 
Couſin, ſaid the king, do not hurry yourſelf; a perſon 


A gentleman, who had long danced attendance after the 
miniſtry in hopes of preferment, being one day, as uſual, 
at the duke of Newcaſtle's levee, and happening to caſt his 
eyes up to the cicling, obſerving to his fellow-ſolicitors 
how properly that room was decorated. The gentlemen 
preſent ſaid, they could ſee no great ornament about it. 
of what there is: for both top and bottom is full of fret- 

Lord Cheſterfield chanced one day to be at the ſame levee, 
when Garnet upon Job, a book dedicated to the duke, ha 
pened to lie in the window. Before his Grace made his 


appearance, his lordſhip had time enough to amuſe himſelf 
with the book; and when the duke entered, he found him 


opinion of that book? In any other place, I ſhould not 
think much of it, replied his lordſhip; but being in your 


| A Scotch woman, whoſe name was Margaret, did no- 
thing but ſwear and abuſe, inſtead of _— 
1 miniſter: 
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miniſter : Ah, Margaret, ſays he, donna ye ken where a* 
the ſinfu' gang? Deel tak them that kens, as weel as them 
that ſpeers, cries ſhe. Ah, Margaret, they gang where 
there be wailing and enaſhing of tceth: by my trowth 
then, ſavs Margaret, let them gnaſh that hae them, for 
deal a tump have [I had theſe twonty years. 


A late miniſter of ſtate telling the reverend doctor 
Sterne one dzv in converſation, that men of wit were not 
fit to be employed, being incapable of buſineſs; tne doctor 
replied, they are not incat able, my lord, but above it; a 


ſprightly generous horſe ig as able to carry a pack-ſaddle as 


an als, but he is too good to be put to the drudgery. 


A young girl of the city of Chicheſter was playing at 
What is it like? in a company where was preſent an old 
lady of venerable character, named Boucher: ſhe likened 
the thing thought on to Mrs. Boucher's ſtick. It proved 
to be The Hiſtory of Pamela. The Hiſtorv of Pamela, 
{aid ſhe, is like Mrs. Boucher's ſtick, /ecauſe it is the ſupport 
of virtue. | | 


A gentleman, going to take water at Somerſet ſtairs, 
cried out, as he came near the place, Who can ſeim? I, 
maſter, ſaid forty bawling mouths; when the gentleman 
obſerving one linking away, called after him; but the- 
fellow turning abcut ſaid, Sir, I cunnot ſeetm. Then you 
are my man, faid the gentleman, for you will at leaſt take 
care of me for your own ſake. a ; 


A young ſtudent, ſhewing the Muſeum, at Oxon to a 
ſet of gentlemen and ladies, among other things producing 
a ruſty ſword; This, ſaid he, gentlemen is the ſwcrd with 
which Balaam was going to kill his afs. Upon which, one 
of the company replied, that he thought Balaam had no 
ſword, but only wiſhed for one. You are right, ſaid the 
fudent, and this is the very ſword he wiſhed for. 


A lady 
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A lady belonging to a wealthy pariſh in London, having 
had the misfortune to bury ſeveral of her family in a little 
time, the ſexton brought her a bill, which ihe thinking un- 
reaſonable, demanded ſome abitement, and tendered him 
five ſhillings leſs than he hid churged. The ſexton eyed 
the money, and at length took it up, ſaving, As yuu have 
been a good chap madam, and i expect more of your cuſ- 
tom; I will take it for this time, but 1 really cannot afford 
it, | 


A gentleman in company complaining that he was very 
ſubject to catch cold in his feet, another not over-lusded 
with ſenſe, told him, that might eaſily be prevented, if he 
would follow his directions. Þ always get, fays he, a thin 
piece of lead, out of an Indian cheſt, and fit it to my ſhoe 
for this purpoſe. Then Sir, favs the other, you are like a 
Tope-dancer's pole, you have lead at both ends. 


A young curate, with more pertneſs than wit or learning, 
being aſked in company, How he came to take it into his 
head to enter into the miniſtry of the church? Becauſe, 
ſaid he, the Lord hath need of me. That may be, replied 
a gentleman preſent, for I have often read that the Lord 
bad once need of an aſs. | 


A very ignorant, but very foppiſh young fellow, going 
into a hookſeller's thop with a relation, who went thither 
to buy ſomething he wanted, ſeeing his couſin look into a 
particular book, and ſmile, aſked him, What there was in 
tthat book that made him ſmile? Why, anſwered the other, 
it is dedicated to you conſin Jack: Is it fo? ſaid he, pray let 
me ſee it, for I never knew before that I had fo much honour 
done to me: upon which, taking it into his hands, he 
found it to be Perkin's Catechiſm, dedicated to all Ignorant 
Perſons. os 1 


A certain bumourous old knight, named Sir Sampſon, 
thinking to recommend himſelf to the favour of a fine lady, 
in the way of marriage, faid in the concluſion of his com- 

h 3 pliments, 
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pliments, Oh madam, we Sampſons were ſtrong dogs from 
the beginning. Take care,Sir Sampſon, replied the young 
lady, remember the ſtrongeſt of your name pulled an old 
| kowſe over his head. | 


I will ſwear, ſays a zentleman to his miſtreſs, you are | 


very handſome. Phoo, ſaid ſhe, ſo you would ſay, though 
you did not think ſo. And ſo you's think, anſwered he 
pertly, though I ſhould nct ſay ſo. 


Lord Ruſſel, who was beheaded in the reign of king 
Charles II. When on the ſcaffold, he delivered his watch 
to Dr. Gilbert Burnet, afterwards biſhop of Saliſbury ; 


Here, Sir, ſaid he, take this, it ſhews time, I am going into 


eternity, and ſhall have no longer any need of it. 


Men ſometimes blurt over very unlucky truths. A 
town beggar was very importunate with a rich miſer, 
whom he accoſted in the following phraſe; Pray, Sir, be- 


ſtow your charity; good, dear Sir, beſtow your charity: 


Prythee, Friend, be quiet, replied old Gripus, ] have it not. 


A perſon in company with a ceremonious acquaint- 
ance of his, ſaid, Cere mony was the worſt money that ever 
wis coined and circulated; The other replied, But you 


allow it to be current; True, rejoined the farſt, but it is 


not A erling. 


The little manager of Covent Garden theatre, having 
engaged Miſs Catley at a high ſalery, in expectation of 
her bringing large houſes; but finding, after a few crowd - 
ed nights, that the curioſity of the public ſublided, he 
waited on her, requeſting her to make an abatement in 


the terms, as he had concluded the agreement without the 


concurrence of the other managers. Io this Catley re- 
plied, Sir, I thought you were ſole acting manager, elſe 


your law-ſuit has been decided to very little purpoſe: how- 


ever, my engagements were with you, and I expect you 
will ſulfil them. So ſaying, ſhe turned out of the room ſinging, 


u O little fooliſh fluttering thing.” - 
One 
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One day, when ſhe expected a particular friend, ſhe or- 
dered a duck for dinner; but a noble lord, whoſe money 
was more agreeable than his company—and who ſome- 
times paſſed a few hours with her - dropping in unexpee- 
tedly, ſhe pretended to be fond of cooking; and, a rap 
being heard at the door, ſhe begged his lordſhip to turn 
the bird round on a ſtring till ſhe ſpoke to her viſitor. It 
happened to be her favourite: ſhe was chagrined at his 
lordſhip's intruſion ; the whim Rruck her, and ſhe reſolved 
on revenge. She firſt gratified one paſſion, and then 
another. Not ſatisfied with calling in the intervals of 
pleaſure, Remember the duck, my lord! ſhe introduced her 
lover to his lordſhip, ſaying, with an eaſy air, I ſhall cer- 


tainly be a great woman in time, ſince I have already a 


EN of the realm for iny rurnſpit. The wag obſerved, that 
lieved his lordſhip would be thoroughly reaſted before 
the duck was warm; and his lordſhip wiſely joined in the 


laugh againſt himſelf, leſt be ſhould offend her whom he 
could not pleaſe. 


A few hours before lord Cheſterfield died, they repeated 
to him a quarrel which had been between Miſs Pelham and 
Mrs. Fitzroy, in regard to the reputation of Mr. Frere, 
late maſter of the thatched houſe in St. James's Street ; and 
words ariſing very high, Mrs Fitzroy gave Miſs. Pelham a 
pat upon the cheek. Ah, ſays his lordſhip, I am not ſur- 
priſed at that ol always thought Mrs. Fitzroy was a 
ſtriking beauty. 


Lord Cheſterfield was given to underfiand, that he wauld 
die by inches, he replied with a ſmile, If that i is the caſe, I 
am happy that 12 not ſo tall as Sir Thomas Robinſon. 


A man being aſked by his neighbour, How his fick wife 
did? made this anſwer : Indeed, neighbour, the 2 if 


tiful, my wiſe fears /be all die, and 1 fear. It will not ie, 


which makes a mol diſconſelne houſe. 


a * 
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A colonel of a regiment of foot, lying upon his death 
bed, the vicar of the pariſh came to viſit him; and 


* preſſed him earneſtly to repentance by a ſincere ſorrow 


for his paſt ſins; to which he ſaid, That he could be ſorry 


only for two things, (which he feared would happen after 


his death) the one was, That his reigment would be given 


to a Scotchman, and the other, that his beautiful widow 
would marry an Iriſhman. 


Ageſilaus, king of Sparta, being much preſſed by an 
1mportunate ſuitor, who often repeated to him, You have 


Promiſed, made anſwer, True, if what you aſk me juſt, 


I have promiſed: if not, I have only ſaid, not promiſed. 


Ageſilaus was preſent at ſome ſolemn ſpectacle; and 
being affigned a place not very honourable he obeyed, 


though apparent ſucceſſor to the kingdom, ſaying, It is 


well. I ſhall ſhew that the place does not honour the man, 
but the man the place. 8 


One admoniſhing Ageſilaus that he ſhould remit ſome- 
what of his rigorous life, and adding, that perhaps bad for- 
tune might force him to it, when it was time enough to 


adopt ſuch a courſe; he anſwered, But I ſo uſe myſelf that, 


if fortune change, I need not. 


The Perſian coin was ſtamped with an archer; and 
the great king having by large preſents excited the ene- 
mies of Sparta to commotions, ſo that Ageſilaus was 
forced to leave the Perſian dominions, where he was ſuc- 
_ ceſsfully carrying on war; he ſaid, Thirty thouſand archers 

have driven me from Aſia. 


Coming to the borders of Macedon in his march, he 
ſent to the king of that country his uſual laconic meſſage, 
As friends or as enemies? when it was anſwered, We ſhall 
adviſe; Ageſilaus replied, While you adviſe, we march. 
The king, firuck with his boldneſs, thought it beſt to 
admit him as a friend. i 


Being 


07 
Being ſhewn the walls of a city, which were ſtrong and 
complete, he remarked, Fine for women men are their own 
toalls. | 


Menecrates a phyſician, having performed ſome won- 


derful cures, was ſo intoxicated with the public applauſe 


that he ſerioufly adopted the name of Jupiter, given him 
by the idolization of his countrymen. Writing to Ageſi- 
laus, he began his letter, Menecrates Jupiter to king Azeſi- 
laus, health. Ageſilaus returned him this ſhort anſwer, 
King Ageſilaus to Menecrates health of mind. 1 


Ageſilaus being once aſked, which virtue was ſv perior, 
fortitude or juſtice? he aniwered, Mere all men jujl there 


would be no occaſion for fortitude. 


Remarking the prepoſterous licence which prevailed in 
the manners of the Afiatics, and the tyranny of their go- 
vernment; he ſaid, Among them the wicked are free, but the 
good ſlaves. | | 


Being aſked the means of procuring honeſt reputation, 
he anſwered, Speak well, and att better, | 


Being very fond of his children, he would ſometimes 
ride about on a cane among them. A friend catching him 


at this ſport, Ageſilaus ſaid, Tell nobody till you are yourſelf 
a father. | 3 


When on his death-bed he deſired that no image, nor 
monument of him ſhould be erected; ſaying, If 1 have 
done any deed worthy remembrance, that deed will be 
my monument, If not, no monument can preſerve my memory. 


Ageſipolis, the ſon of Cleombrotus, when ſome one told 
him, as aglorious matter, that Philip of Macedon had razed | 
the cities of Olynthus; ſaid, It is eaſy to raze cities; the 
glory lies in building them, ; 


The 
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The ſame prince, having beaten the Argives in a battle, 
who rallying returned boldly tothe charge; and obſerving 
ſome of his troops aſtoniſhed at the courage of the foe ; he 
told them, Be of good courage; for if we, who have con- 
quered, tremble, what muſt be the Nate of the vanguijhed ? 


Avis the laſt of the name being condemned to death by 
the Ephori, for attempting to reinſtate the laws of Lycur- 
ous, and going to execution, ſaw a domeſtic ; Do not la- 
ment for me, ſaid he. Dying as I do, I am happier than my 
murde ers. 


When the Pylians had publiſhed a decree, in which ſu- 
reme honours were ordered to Theopompus king of Sparta, 
e wrote to them, Time increaſes muderate honours, 
but leſſons thoſe that are immoderate. | 


The ſame, being blamed by his wife for diminiſhing the 
royal prerogatives, and. thus leaving to his ſon a meaner 
royalty than he had received; anſwered, Nay greater, be- 
cauſe more laſting, s 


Callicratides the Spartan admiral, offering ſacrifice be- 
fore a battle, the augurs told him that the victims por- 
tended victory to the navy, but death to the commander: 
he anſwered without heſitation, The affairs of Sparta do 

ot reſt upon man. My country will not ſuffer by my 
1 but by my flight. And, though he had before aſſigned 
the command to Cleander, he reſumed it himſelf; con- 
quered, and was ſlain, 


Cleomenes the ſon of Cleombrotus, when pre- 
| ſented with ſome game cocks, by a perſon, who, enhanc- 
ing the gift, ſaid, t y were of a breed which would die be- 
fore they yielded; anſwered, Give me rather ſome of the 


A Spartan old man, being aſked why he wore his beard 
ſo long, anſwered, That ſeeing my grey hairs, I may do 
nething unworthy of tem. 1 
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Philip of Macedon, being on the Spartan frontier, wrote 
to the city to aſk if he ſhould come as a ſriend or an 
enemy? the laconic anſwer was, Nether. 


It was allowed at Sparta, in order to ſharpen the boys, 
that they might ſteal, if ſo ingeniouily as to eſcape de- 
tection; fer, if detected, infamy followed. A boy having 
ſtolen a live fox, hid it under his clothes; and, rather than 
be detected, allowed the ferocious animal to eat into his 
bowels. Being at the point of death, his comrades ſaid, 
It would have been better to have been diſcovered, than 
ſuffer thus; No, anſwered he, what pain is equal to that of 


infamy? 


In the Panathenza, à courſe of ſolemn games at Athens, 


an old Athenian came late to the theatre, and found it 


difficult to procure a ſeat. The audience even made a 
jeſt of him, calling to him, here is room; and ſitting cloſe 
when he came to the ſpot, ſo as always to 1eje&t him. 
The old man, being in great diſtreſs, not only with toiling 
along, but with being made a public laughing ſtock, at 
length came to the ſeats of the Spartans, who all riſing to 
a man gave him the beſt place among them. At this the 
whole theatre reſaunded with ſhouts of applauſe; and the 
old Athenian riſing up exclaimed, The Athentans know 
what is right, but the Spartans practiſe it. 


A beggar aſking alms of a Spartan, he anſwered, If I 
gave you, you would only be more a beggar. For he who 
firſt gave you, taught you your trade of lazineſs. 


A Spartan woman, aſter the firſt tidings of a battle, 
went without the city to meet more intelligence, One 
coming up told her that both her ſons were among the 
ſlain, Wretch, ſaid ſhe, I did not inquire the fate of my ſons, 
but that of my country. Being told that Sparta was victo- 
rious, ſhe exclaimed, Then I rejoice in the death of my ſons. 


Socrates 


= 


Socrates being aſked the way 20 acquire nh ſame, f 
ſaid, S. udy to be thut you would wilh to ſeem. 


The ſame, being told that his judges would condemn 
him to death, ſaid, And nature has already condemned them, 


His wiſe lamenting his fate, and adding, My dear huſ- 


band, you die innocent; he anſwered, Wane: would you , 
have me die guilty, t 
Some admiring his patience under calumnies, he ſaid, | 


They do not hurt me, becauſe they do not hit me. 


Dionvſius alſo aſking him why philoſophers paid court E 
to the rich, not the rich to philoſophers? he made anſwer. h 
Becauſe philoſophers know what they and in need of; 5 the a 


rick do not. b 
83 the Cynic, DN in | the houſe of Plato, wade | 
over the carpets with his dirty feet, ſaying, I trample on l. 
pride of Plato, True, ſaid Plato, but with a greater pride. 
a 
The ſame, ſtanding in the market place, cried, Come ws 


hither men, as if he was going to harangue. A great 
crowd gathering, and Diogenes ſtill continuing to call, 
Come hither men; one ſaid, We are here, ſpeak. Upon afl 
which the Cynic, driving them away with his ſtick, ſaid, I ta! 


J called for men, not for brutes. — 
01 

One aſking him the beſt bans for dinner, Diogenes an- 
ſwered, To a rich man any hour; to a poor, when he can. . 
{ 


Diogenes walking along was ſtruck with a long piece of © O 
timber, which a fellow carried, who then ſaid, Take care! I fur 
What: : faid the Cynic, do you mean to ſtrike me again? of 1 


Seeing a boy throwing ſtones at a » gallons, he cried well 4 
done vou will come to your mark at lafl, COT 


A ſtrong 


CT 


A ſtrong fellow playing very ill on the harp, all ex- 
preſſed diſapprobation but one, who praiſed him much. 
Being aſked the reaion, he ſaid, This man deſerves the great- 
eſt praiſe, tor chuſing rather to be a bad harper, than a gcod 
thief. 


Being aſked of what beaſt the bite is moſt 'dangerous, 
he anſwered, Of wild beaſts, that of a /landerer: of tame, 
that of a flatterer. 9 8 


Philip of Macedon, father of Alexander the Great, as 
? much exceeded his ſon in talents, as his ſon exceeded others. 

No king can ever be compared to him for genius and 
rt exceſs of ability. This prince was alſo remarkable for 
his apophthegms.- Having ſubdued the Greeks he was 


Fi adviſed to garriſon the cities leſt they ſhould revolt, No, 
5 anſwered he, I had rather be long a friend, than a maſter for 
a ſhort time. 
4 A poor old woman calling on Philip repeatedly to hear | 
L her cauſe, he anſwered at laſt, I am not at leiſure, Then, | 
; ſaid ſhe boldly, ceaſe to be a king. Philip ſtruck with the 1 
* reproach, heard her cauſe; and never aſter refuſed audience. . 
_ Alexander the Great, when Perillas one of - his friends . 
on aſked him to portion his daughter, told him to take fifty =_ 
did talents. Perrillas anſwered, that ten were ſufficient; F 
Alexander replied, Yes, enough for you to receive, but not i 
for me to give, ? 
«ag Before the battle of Arbela he was informed that many 


of the ſoldiers were talking of converting the ſpoil to their 
ce of own ule, and preventing any part going to the royal trea- 
are! | fure. Good tidings, ſaid Alexander. Theſe are ſpeeches 
of men who mean to conquer, not to fly. 


| 2 Alexander the great ſending an hundred talents to Pho- 7 
cion, he aſked why among ſo many Athenians Alexander 
ſent to kim alone! being anſwered, becauſe he knows you 


ſtrong | a 
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2 good honeſt man; he replied, Then let him /ave 
_— | | 


Cotys king of Thrace was very paſſionate, and ſevere to 
his ſervants. A ſtranger having preſented him with ſome 
veſſels, beautitul but very brittle, he repaid him with rich 
preſents; then breaking them in pieces, I have little need 
to lay up a treaſure of anger. _y 


Dionyſius I. king of Syracuſe, deſpoiled the temples, 
took from the ſhoulders of Jupiter Olympius a large cloak 
of beaten gold, which Hiero had took from the ſpoils of 
Carthage; and throwing a wollen cloke over him in its 
ſtead, ſaid, A golden cloke is leauy in ſummer, and cold iu 
diner. @ wollen one always convenient. | 


Dion, a general of Syracuſe, when after expelling 
Dionylius II. he was told that Calippus, whom he regard- 
ed as one of his beſt friends, was conſpiring againſt him, 
ſaid, It is better to die than to live, if one muſt guard 
againſt friends as well as enemies, 


A prating barber, who aſked king Archelaus how ke 
would pleaſe to be ſhaved? anſwered, In filence. 


Simonides deſiring an unjuſt matter of Themiſtocles, 
he anſwered, You would not be a good poet if you neglect- 
ed the laws of harmony ; nor I a good general if I neglect- 
ed thoſe of 7 uſt ice „ x 


Timotheus a fortunate general was painted aſleep; and 
Fortune catching towns for him in a net. If I get towns 
 aflzep, what mult I not do awake, 


Pytheas the daughter of Atiſtole being aſked which is 
the moſt beautiful colour, anſwered, That of mode/ty. 


Caius Popilius, a very ignorant lawyer, being a witneſs 
in a cauſe, anſwered, I know nothing of it. Cicero ſaid, 
| Perhaps you think we aſk you concerning the law. 
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In a late wat, a ſtuttering fellow, who was an excels 


lent ſeamen, and fond of finging, ſerved on board a fifty- 


gun ſhip. During his watch in the night, he perceived a 


ſmoke iſſuing from the forecaſtle, and ran down to the 


Captain in a fright. —When he came to the cabin, his 
perturbation made his imperfection worſe, and aſter many 
trials, he could articulate nothing more than, Your hon- 
on on- on · n· or the fore · jore- fore. Here the Captain 
burſt in a rage thus. — D- n you, you ſcoundrel, if you 
can't ſpeak, you can ſing to my knowledge; on which the 
tar began immediately ſo ſet the threatening calamity to 
an old tune, familiar to his organs. — | 

« The forecaſtle is all on fire tol, lol, de rol, lol, de 
tido.”— On which the Captain leapt from his bed in his 
ſhirt—found the information true, and luckily prevented 
farther damage. + 


At the deceaſe of Mr, Picket's mayoralty, his predeceſ- 
for ſat in the ſame carriage oppoſite each other, when a 
perſon remarked, That XIr. Picket locked remarkably 
pale, and the mayor ele&t uncommonly high coloured. — 
_ plate, and copper plate, replied the oblique cham- 

rlain. 


The late counſellor Harwood, of Dublin, who was once 
remarkable for bis huznour and bon mots, ſeeing an officer 
of the light infantry, with a lage plume of feathers upon 
his cap. If he had but a cork in his tail, ſaid the counſel- 
lor, one migft make a ſhuttlecock of him. | 


An ale-houſe-girl took it into her head to be cate- 


chiſed at church. The parſon aſked her her name. 


Lord, Sir, ſaid ſhe, how can you pretend- not to know 
my name, when you come to our houſe ſo often, and cry 
ten times in an evening, Nan, you whore, bring us another 
full pot. 
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A country curate had a dog whom he was extremely 
fond of; the poor cur ſickened, and died; and his maſter, 
in h nour to his memory, gave bim chriſtian burial. This 
came to the biſhop's ear, who preſently ſent for the 
curate, rallied him to {ome tune, with menaces of the 
| kigheſt degrce, for bringing ſuch a ſcandal upon the 
tunction, My lord, ſays the curate, if your lord{hip 
had but known the underſtanding of this dog, both 
living and dying, and eſpecially how charitable an end 
he made, you would not have grudged him a place in 
the church. yard, among his ſellow pariſhioners. How 
ic, ſa s the biſhop. Why my lord, ſays the curate, when 
he found he was going to his long bome, he ſent for a no- 
tary, and made his will, There is my pocr lord biſhop in 
want, ſays he, and it is my will to leave him a hundred pounds 
Fra legacy. He charged me to ſee it performed, and I 
have it here in a purſe ready counted tor your lordſhip. 
The biſhop upon the receipt of the money, and aſter ſe- 
cond thoughts, gave the prieſt abſolution, and found it a 
very goed will, and a very canonical burial, _ 885 


A merry fellow got into a pulpit, beſore the parſon came, 

and ſaid, Brethren, in this land of chriſtendom there are 
neither ſcholars enough, gentlemen enough, nor Jews 
encugh. One anſwered him, and ſaid, that of all theſe 
there were rather too great a plenty than a ſcarcity, He 
replied, That if there were ſcholars enough, ſo many ignorant 
dunces would not be beneficed. If gentlemen enough, ſo many 
plebians would not be ranked amongſt the gentry. And if jews 
enoughy ſo many chriſtians would not profeſs uſury. 


A foldier came in a great fright to Waſhington, and 
old him the enemy are near us; then we are very near them 
oo, ſaid Waſhington. There was another that came to 
tell him, that the enemy were ſo numerous, that one 
could hardly ſee the fun for the quantity of their bayonets. 
To whom he anſwered very wittily, will it not be a great 
pl-e ſure to fight in the ſhade, 
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A Rhetorician at tte eaſt ed of the tow, Fore 3 
2 fedition to exirint the people of it | dend: and: 
becauſe he was extraordinny it be tell Janghe 


ins as foon us they law him. - Put the cunving oratory 
making their laughter the cecafion of hi tprech, You 
laugh, ſaid he, at my bigneſs; I have a wife yet bigger 
than myſelf: neverthele!s, when we agree, one bed is 
enough for us both; but uten we are at odds, the wile hon'e 
is too little to hold us. 1 | 


A gentleman who was not remarkable for being 
over fond of his wife, hearing her cough a good deal 
one day, faid to a friend, who let drop ſome pitying 
expreſſions, Prithee Tom, never mind her, I hope it will 


carry ker to hell in a ftnigit. The lady who was in ano» 


ther room, over-hearing this affectionate ſpeech, immedi- 
ately ruſhed into the parlour where it was delivered, and 
advancing to her huſband, told him briſkly, that ſhe had 
too muck of his company in this world, to which to have it in the 
next. 1 | 


Two ſailors, one Iriſh the other Engliſh, agreed reci- 


procally to take care of each other, in caſe of either 


being wounded in an action then about to commence. 
It was not long before the Engliſhman's leg was ſhot off 


by a cannon-ball; and on his calling to Paddy to carry 


him to the Doctor, according to their agreement, the 
other very readily complied; but he had ſcarcely got 
his wounded companion on his back, when a ſecond ball 
ſtruck off the poor fellow's head. Pady, who, through the 
noiſe and diſturbance common in a ſea engagement, had 
not perceived his frienJ's laſt misfortune, continued to 
make the beſt of his way to the Surgeon. An officer ob- 
ſerving him with a headleſs trunk upon his thoulders, aſked 
him where he was going? To the Doctor, ſays Paddy. 
The Doctor! ſays the officer, why you blocked the man has loſt 
tis head, © On hearing this, he flung the body from his 
ſhoulders, and looked at it very attentively, By my (kouly 
fays he, he told me it was his leg. 3 
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Foote, whoſe talent lay in lampooning and mimickry, 
even in his early days, had once got a knack of imi- 
tating a late general officer in the ſhrug of his ſh:ulders, 
the liſping of his ſpeech, and ſome other things, for 
which the General was remarkable, ſo that it grew a 
common topic among his acquaintance, who uſed to ſay, 
Come, Sam, let us have the general's compuny.—A 
friend at length acquainted the officer of it, who ſent for 
Foote; Sir, ſays the general, I hear you have an excel- 
lent talent at mimicking characters, and, among the reſt, 
1 find I have been the ſubjet of your ridicule.— Oh, 
Sir, fays Foote with great pleaſantry, I take all my ac- 
quaintance off at times, and what is more particular, 
I often take myſelf of, Gad ſo, ſays the other, pray let 
us have a ſpecimen. Foote on this, puts on his hat and 
gloves, takes hold of his cane, and making a ſhort bow 
left the room. The officer waited ſome minutes ſor his 
return; but at length, on inquiry, found he had really 
taken himſelf off, by leaving the houſe. The officer was 

General Blakeney, with whom he was aſterwards in the 
ſtricteſt friendſhip, | 


Tt is no ſecret, that the marriage of Mrs. Clive, the 
celebrated comedian, with the counſellor of that name, 
was attended with continual jars and ſquabbles; which, 
according to public report, chiefly aroſe from the 
ſhrewiſh diſpoſition of the lady. In a few months they 
parted by mutual conſent, to the great ſatisfaction of 
the hen-peck'd counſellor; who, upon his return, ſoon 
aſter to his chambers in Lincoln's Inn, from the Weſ- 
tern circuit, finding his waſberwoman had pawned ſome 
of hi; linen in his abſence, diſpatched his footman to 
engage another perſon in that capacity, whoſe honeſt 

might be depended upon. A laundreſs was ſoon ad 
and on her waiting upon Mr. Clive, while his man was 
counting out the dirty cloaths to her, he made ſome 
Inquiries, which occaſioned the good woman to give 
hi u ſome account of the many reſpectable people ſhe 
waſhed ior; and after mentioning the ſatisfaction = 
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had given to ſeveral Serjeants, Benchers, and ob r 


limbs of the law. Sir, ſays ſhe, I alſo work for a name- 
ſake of your honour's. A nameſake of mine! ſavs tle 


counſellor. Yes, and pleaſe you, fays ſhe, and a 


mighty good ſort of a woman too, though ſhe be one cf 
the player folks. —-Oh! what you waſh for Mrs. Clive, 


the actreſs, do you? -— Yes, indeed, Sir, and ſhe is 


one of my beſt cuſtomers too.—Is ſhe fo, replied the 
Counſellor. Stop, John! toſs the cloaths back into the 
cloſet again. Here, good woman, ſays the counſellor, 
I am ſorry you have ad this trouble; here is half a 
crown for you; but you can never waſh for me; for I 
will be d——=d if ever I Hor my ſhirt to be rubbed againſt her 


| ſhift any more as long as I live, 


The mildneſs of Sir Iſaac Newton's temper, through 
the courſe of his liſe commanded admiration from all 
who knew him, but in no one inſtance perhaps more 
than the following: Sir Iſaac had a favourite littie dug 


which he called Diamond; and being one day called 
out of his ſtudy inte the next room, Diamond was leſt 


behind. When Sir Iſaac returned, having been abſent 
but a few minutes, he had the moriification to find, 
that Diamond had thrown down a lighted candle 
among ſome papers; the nearly finiſhed labour of many 
years was in flames, and almoſt conſumed to aſhes— 
This loſs, as Sir Iſaac was then very far advanced in 
years, was irretrievable; yet, without once ſtriking the 
dog, he only rebuked him with this exclamation, Oh ! 


| Diamond! Diamond. though little knoweſt the miſchief thou hoſt 


dane! 


A bailiff clapping a man on the ſhoulders, ſaid, I arreſt 


you, Sir, for a horſe (meaning for the money he owed 


for a horſe) why, replied the defendant, thou coxcomb, 
thou art not certainly ſuch à fool as thou makeſt thyſelf? 
Pray look upon me again; what likeneſs can you ſee, 
that you take me for a horſe? Then tripping up his 


heels, | ſaid, However, I'll ihew you A horſe's trick; | 
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an? after giring him two or e dcs, left him in te fo1ih cy, 
and ſo ran off, 


In a village in Kent, a per woman fell into 2 
lethargy, Her huſband, and thoie who were about be, 
heficved ſhe was dead; they covered her cover with R 
piece of linen cloth, as is done to the poor people f 
that country, and 1 lined her to be carried to the bury- 
ing piace. In going to church, he who carried her, 
went near to a "thorn hedge, and the prickles of it 
{cratching her. ſhe recc neared: ſrom her lethargy. Four- 
teen years alter, {he died in good earneſt (at leaſt it was 
thouglit ſo) as they carried her to the church-yard, and 
tame near to a hedge, the huſband * to cry out t luſtily, 
Keep off the hedge, 


A young parſon loſt his way in a foreſt, and it be- 
ing very cold and rainy, he happencd upon a poor cot- 
tage, and deſired any lodging or hav loſt to lay in, and 
ſome fire to dry him. The man told him, he and his 
wife had but one bed, and if he pleaſed to lie with them, 
he ſhould be welcome, The parſon thanked him, and 
kindly accepted of it. In the morning, the man aroſe 
to go to market, and meeting with ſome of his neighbours, 
he fell a laughing. They aſked him what made him fo 
merry about the mouth? Why, ſays he, I can but think 
how aiamed the parſon will be when he awaies, to * him{eif 
left in bed with my wife. 


— 


Notwithſtanding the plentiful 3 of veniſon, provi- 
ded for the aunual dinner of the ſtationei's company, the 
day did not paſs altogether without contention. —It is true, 
that it was one of the fulleſt meetings ever known, more 
than three hundred perſons being preſent ; but a ſtationer 
in Fleet-ſtreet, nad nigh kick'd up a duſt, by dunning his 
next door neighbour for the firſt cut of a haunck, wh>h the 
other refuſed, by ſaying, Charity begins at home. The dun 
however, carried the day, by fiezing the haunch, * 
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Artaxerxes being routes in a battle, and put to fight, 
aſter his bazgage aud proviſions had been plundered, 
he found himlelf ſo preſſed with hunger that he was 
reduced to cat 2 piece of bariey-bread, and ſome dry figs. 
But he fornd ſuch a reliſh in them, that he cried out, 
O. ve Gels! how mary fears has plenty deprived me , tw 
this hour? | RR | | 


One ſpeaking of a very bad man juſt dead, concluded 
with, Well, let us ſay no more about him, he is now dead 
and at re!t, No faith, cried a by-ſtander, not at reſt, 
unleſs the devil is dead too. | | 


The Lord Chancellor, ſitting on the judgment-ſeat to 
hear criminal cauſes, kept always one of his ears itot, 
while the accuſer was pleading; and being aiked the 
reaſon. I keep, ſaid he, the other ear (5 {gar the party ac · 
cuſed. 5 | 


A French Woman made a ſhew of a piece of work very 
rich, and well wrought; but an Engliſh woman ſhewing 
four ciiidren, whom the Lad weil brought up, Theie, 
laid fire, are the works that a virtu,⁸x womm. ought to value her- 


ſelf UPON, 


One da Socrates, having for a long time endured his 
wife's brawiing, went out of his houle and fat down be- 
fore the door. to rid himirlf of her impertiuence.— The 
woman, enraged to find all her tc-lding was not able 0 
diſtarb his tranquillity, hung a chamber pot ſull upon his 
head, Thoſe that happened to ſee it, laughed heartily at 
Voor Socrates; but that philoſopher told them, ſmiling, / 
thought, indeed, that afler ſo much ther, we ould have fone 
rail, s | 


A Quaker coming to town with his team, was laid 
hold of, and took before a juſtice, for riding upon the 
inafts of his cart, and, was fined forty ſhillings. The 
Quaker, without heſitation, threw down two gnineas; 
when the juſtice told him, be muſt kave two ihiilings 
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change. Ay, ſays the Quaker, but thou haſt been a: 
ſo much trouble, thee mayeſt keep the two ſhillings to 
thyſelf; only thou write it donn on a bit of paper for my 
ſati rain: which the juſtice accordingly did, and gave 
a receipt for two guineas, but not upon ſtampt paper. 
—The Quaker immediately goes to a neighbouring 
Juſtice, ſhews him the receipt, tells him he had juſt 
taken it, and aſked if it was according to law? No, 
ſaid the juſtice, it fhould have been upon ſtampt paper. 
— The juſtice was brought before him, and fined in 
the penalty of five pounds, to the no ſmall mortification 
of the juſtice, and the great laughter of the company 
preſent. | 


A Spaniſh lady, young and beautiful, went to con- 
f-ſs to a friar of that country. The i'ather conſeſſor, 
after many queſtions about the heads of her confeſſion, 
grew defirous to be acquainted with her, and aſked 
what her name was? The lady, who had no tempta- 
tion to gratify his curioſity, anſwered, Father, my name is 
not ſin. ” 


Three men plaving together, a mad bull ran into the 
place where they were: So one hid himielf under a bed, 
another went into a hozſhead, aud the third under an 
aſs's pack-ſaddle, Now as they told their friends 
how they eſcaped, they all laughed at him who had 
hid himſelf under the pack ſaddle: But one ſaid, truly 
be was in the right of it: for ke had a mind to ate with his 

clcaths on. | 


The Hungarians, who had conſpired againſt Sigiſ- 

mundus, having entered his palace with deſign to kill 
him, the emperor perceived them, and ran to them 
with a dagger in his hand: Which of yov, ſaid he to 
them, will be ſo infolent as to offer me violence? 
What have I done that deſerves death? If any one 
deſigns to ſtrike me, let him come forward, I will de- 
fend myſelf.— This bold and reſolute ſpeech frightened 
the conſpirators to that degree, that they ran away at that 
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A painter having promiſed the fineſt of all his pictures 


to a lady, who had no ſkill in them, ſhe came and told 


him cunningly, that his houſe was on fire, The painter 


cried out preſently to his apprentice, be ſure you ſave ſuch 
@ pidture. By which means ſhe found that this muſt be 
the beſt, and ſhe: aſked jt of him as ſoon as his trouble 
— over, and he was ſatisfied that it was but a falſe 
Alarm. | | 


A man who bad married an ugly woman. upon account 
of her great fortune, having one day ſurpriſed her with 
2 ſpark, he told her, Since thou - haſt one that kiſſes thee 

for nothing, what needeſt thou have got a kujhand,. at the expence 
of t fortune. 


All the teeth of a certain talkative lady being looſe, 
ſhe aſked a phyſrian the cauſe of it, who anſwered, 


It proceeded from the violent fhecks ſhe gave them with hen 


long de. 


A Dutch merchant in Amſterdam had ſold a thouſand 


pounds worth oft gloves to ſome Jews, who not ſtanding 


to their bargain when they brought their money, would 
have but half. The Dutch aierchant deſired a little 
time to fort them, and told them they ſhould. have half; 
ſo he commanded his men to put all the right-handed gloves 
in one parcel, and the left in anther, —Then when the Jews: 


came, he bid them take their chore; which being done, 


andthe money paid, they began to pack up; but perceiv- 
ing at laſt they were all for one hand, they were forced to 
take the reſt at the merchant's rate. | | 


A father chid his ſon for riſing late, arg gave him: an 


inſtance of a certain man, who being up betites, found a 
purſe full of gold, The fon anſwered, ke that lo}. it, was. 1 
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A man that had but one eye met early in the mornin: 
one that had a crooked back, and ſaid to him, Freud, you 
are loaled bettmes, It is early indeed, replied the other, 
For you have but one of your windows open. | 


Two men riding from Shipton to Burford, and ſeeing 
a miller ride ſoftly before him on his ſacks, reſolved 


t'other on the other fide, ſaving; Meiiter, now tell us, 
telich art thou, more nave or fool? Truly tays he, I do 


Pogins, the Florentine, tells a merry ſtory, condcmn- 
ing the folly of ſuch, efpeciaily mean perſons, 2s ipend 
their time and eſtates in hunting and hawking Mr. 
A — „ Ph ſician of Milan, faith ke, that cured mad 
men, hai a pit of water in his houſe, in which he dipt 
his -:tien!s, ſome np to their knees, ſome up to the 
girdle, nne to the chin, as they were more or leſs ak- 
fected. One «if them, that ws pretty well recovered, 
ſtood by cl ante behhre the door; and ſeeing a gentle- 
man ride by, with a hawk on his 6ſt, and his ſpaniels 
aſter him, wand needs know to what ule all theſe prepa- 
rations ſerved? lle made artwer, to kill certain fowls; 
the patient demande again, Want his fowls might be 
worth which he killed ina year? He replied, nine or 
ten crowns: and when he urged him further, what his 
dogs, hon ſes and havis Rovd him in? he told him four 
bun ed crowns, Vith Hat He fatent bid lim be gone as he 
Ed his lie and fare; for aid be, if ur mater comes and 


finds thee here, h «Ul certai iy I u: tee into lus pit among the 
mad men, up v (he very chili. 


Sixtus V. being mide Pope from a Grey Friar, did 
not chnge his humcur by charting his fortune, but 
i U U kept the chars Ser of a Eiiciicns man, and loved to 
A Te over in bis mind all the cunning tricks he had play- 
eil, and the adventures of his ürſt condition. He re. 
1 mende ed, amongſt cther things, that when he was 2 
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to abuſe him; ſo one went on one {ide of him, and 


not know which I am moſt, but I gueſs I am 7erween 
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Friar he had borrowed money cf his ſuperior, or head, 
of the monaſtery of , and had not repaid it to 
him. He therefore inquired about him, and hearing 


he was ſtill living, he ſent him orders to come, and 


cive him an account of his conduct, The good ſather, | 
who was conſcious of no guilt, went to Rome with 
that tranquillity of mind which reſults from a good con- 
ſcience. When he was come before the Pope, We are in- 
formed, ſaid the holy Father to him, that you have embez- 
zled ſome of the monaſtery money, and therefore have ſent 
for you to have an account of the matter, | | 
Holy Father, auſwered the Monk, I think myſelf al- 
together innocent as to that. Conlider well, ſaid the 
Pope, whether you have not ingutcreetly lent money 
to ſome body, particularly to a certain Grey Friar, who 
came to vou in tuch a vear, The good man having 
thought upon it a while: "Tis true, laid he, holy fa- 
ther, he was a great knave, who got that money from 
me upon idle pretences, and a promiſe he made me of 
repaying it in a little time. - Well, ſaid the Pope, I am 
that very Friar you ſpeak of? Jam willing to return 
that money according to promiſe, and adviſe you at the 
lame time, never to lend any more to men of that coat, who 
are not all cul out for Popes, to be in à condtiton ts pay you 
ag. The good man being very much furpiiſed to find 


his Friar in the perſon of the Pope, wanted to beg his par- 


dun for calling him knave, Never trouble yonrſelſ about 
it, jaid the Holy Father, that might be true enough at that 
time; but God has furniſhed me with means to retrieve 
my pait offences. Thus he diſmiſſed the good Monk, 
having paid him the monef he owed him, and giving him 
great demonſtration ct favour. | 


A country juſtice invited one day to dinner Edwin, 
with many other perſons; and having a mind tv ſhew 
bis wit, took theſe a{l's, and told them, Gentlemen, 
4 vow'll be ruled by me, we ſhall make ourfelves merry 
to-i2y with Edwin, who you know ſets up for a jeſter, 
end Colls upon every body. My clerk being ſick a bed, 
ſo that have no body to wait on us, 1 will propoſe to 
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to be apprehended, replied he. 
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draw cuts, to ſee which of us ſhall go to the cellar to 
draw the wine, and wait on the reſt whilſt they are 


at dinner: and 1 will contrive it ſo, that it ſhall fall to 
Edwin's lot. Which being thus concluded amongſt 


them, was put into execution accordingly, Edwin 


ſmoaked the plot, and was reſolved to make his hoſt 
Tepent it. Down he goes to the cellar to fill the bot- 
tles, whilſt the others fell too; and being come up again 
with the bottles, You ſee gentlemen, ſaid he, how 1 
have performed what I had to do; let us now draw cuts 
to fee which of us Fall go down into the cellar to ſtop the 
hog.hheads I have left running. Now the juſtice talked no 
more of caſting lots, and knowing Edwin to be as good 
as his word, leaves preſently his dinner, and runs to the 


&llar, where he finds his veſſels running, and part of his 
wine ſpilt, for which he aſterwards expoſtulated with 


Edwin. You have no reaſon to complain of me, anſwered 


he, ſince I have punRually complied with the conditions 
ot the play, which indeed obliged me to draw the wine 
and fill the bottles, but not to ſtop the Veſſels of a hoſt who enter 


tains his gueſts jo ſcurvily. 


An offender being aſked, whether he had committed 
all the crimes that were laid to bis charge? Anſwered, 
I have done yet worſe ! Being aſked what? J ſuffered myſelf 


Henry IV. going into Madam Gabrielle's chamber, the 
Duke de Beliegarde, who was in love with her, hid himſelf 
under her bed. In the mean time a collation was ſerved 
up, 2nd the king who had obſerved the place where that 


lord lay hid, threw ſome ſweetmeats that way, ſaying, 


Some gentlemen beirg in a tavern, as they were in 


the height of their jollity, in came a friend of theirs 
whoſe name was Sampſon. Ah! (ſaid one) we may Oe 
now ſecur-ly merry, fearing neither ſerjeant nor bf: 


for though a thouſand fuch Philiſtines ſhould core, here 
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good; however, he put a good face upon the matter, 


taking off your hat; and fo he took it. For my part, 


a little, ſays the Emperor, putting back his hand, be- 
fore you take this dear whiſtle from me, give me leave 


Having given a loud whiſtle, his attendants, who were 
were very much ſurpriſed to find him in that condition, 


| Fellows who have juſt now made an end of dreaming 


| were a pack of rogues, and deſerve to be hanged; and 1 


( 8; ) 


is Sampſon, who is able to brain them all! Sir, replied 
Sampſon, I will boldly venture on ſo many as you ſpeak 
of, provided you will lend me one of your jau · bones. 


The Emperor Charles V. having wandered up and 
down for a good while in a foreſt, where he had loſt his 
way in hunting, found himfelf at laſt near a public 
houſe, whether he went to refreſh himſelf. As he came 
in, he ſpied four fellows, whoſe looks ſorboded him no 


fat down and called for ſomething to eat and drink. 
The fellows, who were lying down and pretended to be 
aſleep, thought fit to awake. I dreamed ſaid one of 
theſe ruffians, coming near the emperor, that was 


ſays another, I dreamed that your great coat would fit me 
exactly; and without any more ado, he fairly ſtript him 
of it. The third paid him the ſame compliment, and 
ſtript him of his buff coat. The fourth rogue, with the 
ſame good manners, went about to take from off his 
neck a zold chain, where a whiſtle was hanging. Hold 


to teach you the virtue of it; you muſt do ſo. Then 


Jooking for him, and by chance were got near that 
houſe, as ſoon as they heard the whiſtle, came in, and 


Why, ſays the Emperor to them, here is a parcel of 


whatever they .pleaſed; for my part 1 have a mind to 
dream too. having pauſed a while, Well, added 
he, I have been dreaming that theſe four rare dreamers 


will have my dream out this very minute. This com- 
mand was no ſooner given but executed, and all the 
four knaves were without any more ado, hanged before 
th» door of that neſt of thieves, The old ſaying was 
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verified in the cafe of theſe rogues, That dreams go by 
contrar2tt?5. 


The foll;wins is an anecdote (1 the cant. „ and droll 


circumitance of Ns 5. Bell ru -A 77 an who had 
Worſe to run r dne pleat Yo Es. was ot her 
houſe for {ome 5+ ws = Bis was eite by 
his rank to the 1c F honour, hegeoatrie.'sd 1 din- 
ner-time, fat art wis *. the cout t help 
obſcreing, that his cye *2; ty and Ce diiy Fixed 
upon her. Sheet aok 11 „ 2 Fi it at Unt. thinking 
It wis occalioned by nett crate wuwer of her charms, 
ard that goo? maimers wou + time irlace his Lord- 


Mip to bthave with more dee m. Seving, however, 
that ber ſace was [till the chief db. to which his eye 
was direfted, ſhe giew much diſcu.certea and : baſhed. 


But kavino, at length recovered from a little prudeny 


the hid contracted in Ireland, ſhe complained to Mr, 


Metbam oF the rudeneſs of his frieng, He could not 


zwaid ſaniling while ſhe made her complaint; and à 


2 per t acquttal of his lordſhip from any delign tc 


cffend ver, he informed her, that the eve which lad 
teen oo ays fo ſteadily fixed upen ber, and excited her 
n was only an innocent glaſs eye, and therefore 

{not convey any improper benen! as it was 
numoveable all dav, and reſted at night very quietly 
upon the table. Her vanity received a check by tlie 


incident, and the joined in the laugh which it had oc- 


caſicucd. 


Mr. B- - the ſurgeon, being ill of a fever, ſeveral 
of his profeſſio n made intereſ with theggovernors of the 
Lon lon, to Tacceet him in that hoſpital, B re- 


covering, and meeting ſometime aſter, with one cf 
' thele ſurgeons at a cottee=houſe, the latter began to 
apologize for his having ſolicited, urging that it was 
no more than what is cuſtomary, where an W 


Phyſcian or Surgeon was luppoled to be in Gon.” 
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Sir, Ty 53, if you will forgive me living, J will fcrgice 
ys þ lieittis, 


Some focmen belonging to a perſon of quality were 
once mreing complaints to him, that his Lordſhip's 


ſtewar!d never allo wed them any thing but cheeſe and 


radiſ e; for {:iprer. His lordſhip ſent for the ſteward to 
hin, What! ſays my lord, in a paſſion, is it true what 

nieſe men ſay, that you grove them every night cheeſe wid 
radih s for ſupper ? Yes, my lord, an{wered the poor man, 
quaking with fear. Well then, replied their lord, 1 coms 


man! Jeu hence to ru ard to give them Cheeje Cite 7s Hts ana 


radi hes the next. 


A trie and original Receitt for competing a modern Love 
Letter. Take tive hu adred proteſtaticns, helf as many 
VOWS, three thoutand lies, Eity pounds weight of deceit, 
an equal quantity of nonſenſe, and treble the whole of 
Aattery: mix all theſe ingredients un tocether, and add 
thereto halt a fcruple of tincointy, fweetening it often 
with the words—aneel, goddels, cheruicr, honey, and 
the like. — When it is! reeter. ed to your taſte, take as 
much of it at a time 2s vou think proper; feld it up — 
gilt paper; fel it with the imprefion of a flaming hear 
full of wounds; let it be careluily delivered, and it 8 
irreſiſtible. 


An Englich man of wor, meeting with a Frenchman 
on a cruize, all hands prejured te to engage, one more pious 
than his comrades, juit when the enemy were about to 
pour a broadjide, Eropped on his knees, and with hands 
liſted towards heaven, excl»imed, For wat we are going to 
recrive, the Lord male us truly til. 


One meeting an cid acquaintance, whom the world had 
frowned upon a liitle, aſked tim, Where helived? W here 
I | ve, ſaid he, 1 du not know, bat I flarve towards Mapping, 
end that HY , 


A French 
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A French nobleman one day viſiting a ate famous duke, 
a favourite little dog bit his leg, Fear nothin, my lord, ſaid 
the duke, my dog never bites, On which his lo-ſhip inſtant- 
ly knocked down the animal, with a violemplow of his 
cane, replied in the ſame town of voice, Fear nehing my 
lord, I never beat dogs. e 


A reprobate buck par ſon, going to read prayers at « re. 
mote village in the weſt of England, found great diflicury 
in putting on the furplice, which was an old fathioned 
one. D—n this old ſurplice, faid he to the clerk, 1 think 
the devil is in it. The aſtoniſhed clerk waited till the parſon 
had got it on, and then ſarcaſtically anſwered, I think as how 
ers Zir- 


The celebrated Whiſton, dining with Lady Jekyll, ſiſter 


to Lord Somers; ſhe aſked him, why God Almighty made 


woman out of his rib? Whiſton after reflecting a moment, 


replied, Indeed my lady, I don't know, except it was be- 


cauſe the rib is the crookede,” part of the body. 


A rich farmer's ſon, who had been bred at the Univer- 
ſity, coming home to vilit his father and mother, they 
being one night at ſupper on a couple of fowls, he told 
them that by Logie and Arithmetic, he could prove thoſe 
two fowls to be three. Well, let us here, ſaid the old 
man. Why this, cried the ſcholar, is one, and this, con- 
tinued he, is two, two and one you know make three. 
Since ycu have made it out ſo well, anſwered the old 
man, your mother ſhall have the firſt fowl, J will have 


the ſecond, And the third you may keep to yourſelf for your 


great learning. 


An Iriſhman meeting another, aſked, What was become 
ef their old acquaintance Partrick Murphy? Arrah, now, 
my dear honey, anſwered the other, Poor Patty was con» 


demn'd to be hang d, but le ſaved his life by dying in priſon. 
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A country farmer had a very handſome daughter, and 
a raking young ſquire, who was his landlord, was very 
much ſmitten with her; but his pride of birth would not 
permit him to think of her as a wife, He often called 
at the old farmer's, and chatted with the girl, but ſhe 
never gave him an opportunity to explain to her the 
cauſe of his frequent viſits However, at laſt, he 
thought of a ſcheme to get her in his power, and enjoy 
what he wanted. He went to the farmer, and telling 
him he expected a good deal of company to ſupper 
that evening, begged the favour of him to let his 
daughter come and aſſiſt his ſervants; and as it would be 
late before they went away, ſhe might ſtay all night and 
lay with one of his maids, . = 

The honeſt farmer thinking it an honour to have ſo 
great a man for his friend, promiſed ſhe ſhould came, 


But after he was gone, the old man's mind miſgave 


him, that it might be ſome trick; for the 'ſquire was 
well known to be the greateſt rake in the country,— 
He was juſt thinking how he ſhould get off from his pro- 


miſe, when the ſquire's ſervant came to his houſe. 


His m3ſter had told him tv go and fetch the farmer's 


| lufs, and to take a little nag and fide-ſaddle for her to 


ride on. The man being deaf, thought he faid, the 
farmer's aſs, and accordingly came with that meſſage, 
The farmer, who gueſſed at the miſtake, was highly 
pleaſed, as the folly of the man was a good excuſe to 
get off from his agreement, with-ut affronting the 
ſquire — But the difficulty was, how they ſhould make 
the aſs ſit on the {ide-ſaddle? For as faſt as they lifted 
her upon one fide ſhe fell off on the other, The man 
was ready to burſt with laughing ; and the farmer, willing 
to carry on the jeſt, faſtened her on with cords. = 

When John came home, it was dark; and his maſter 
was in the par/our with two or three gentlemen. John, 
thinking the "{quire was upon ſome fun, went in and 
told him ſoftly, ſhe was come. Well, ſaid the ſquire, 
ſpeaking low, take her into the little parlour, 7214 make a 


good fire, — John did as he was ordered, and then go- 
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To an mater again; aſked him what he was to do 
: the 'ſquire bid bim tell the cock to diets a fowl 

ler ſuf fer; and do you hear, faid he, let every think 
= it order, and let her have a bottle of wine.— 
John could hardly help laughing in his maſter's ſace; 
bat be ran down to the cock, Lord, whzt do you 
think Betiv? the as muſt not onlv ride on a lide ſaddle, 


and be ſeated by the fire in the parlour, bit the muſt have 
a chicken for her ſupper, aud a bottle of wine! Upon 


bearing this, Betty joined in the laugh with him, till 
their ſides cracked: but ſhe having more wit than he, 


propoſed to eat the fowl and drink the wine them- | 


ſelves, and tell the ſquire ſhe had ſupped. This was 


no ſooner agreed to than done; and John going to his 


maſter again, told him ſhe had lupped: Very well, ſaid 
tne ſquire, teil Betty to put a clean pair of ſheets on 
the bet bed, ard wait upon her to bed. John, on 
hearing this gave a bread grin, and his maſter, with a 
ſmile, bid him go and do as he ordered him. - Betty now 
imelit a rat, and they pleaſed themſelves to think how 
their maſter would be diſappointed. But they were 
ready tu die with laughing in making the aſs lie in bed, 
zud woes obliged at aſt to lay her on her back, and tied 
her legs with four halters, to the bed poſt, This being 
done, John went in once more to tell his maſter, ſhe was 
in bed. The ſquire now began to yawn, and appear ſleepy, 
which made the company take their leave. 

He then went up to the room, where he thought his 
charmer lay, but would not take a candle; he felt about 
the bed, and making many fine ſpeeches to the aſs, 
wondered he received no anſwer : thinking the lady 
was aſleep, he ſtuoped down in order to ſalute her, and 
hitting his head againſt the aſs's noſe, {frightened the 
creature io, that with ſtruggling, ſhe broke the halters, 
and jumping off the bed, ran about the room. The 
*{quire terrified cout of his wits, did not know where to 


run for ſhelter, for he could not find the door, but every 


now and then ran plump againſt the aſs, who brayed -- 


a- ha! aha! a—ha! The ſquire at length crept 


under 


FT ny 


ander the bed, where he roars? 
john, O! the devil! the devil! 

The ſervonts, who had been without fide the door 
Il the while, and had no little divertion when they 
{ound he was almoſt terrihed to death, opened the door, 
and brougkt a licht, deliring to know what was the 
matter with his honour! The 'ſquire no ſooner ſaw 
what was the canle of his fears, but he fell aboard ef 
door Jehn. Did I not tell you, raſcal, ſaid he, to fetch 
ihe farmer's laſs. John ſcratched his head, and beg- 
ging his hononr's pardon, ſaying, he thought he had ſaid 
his aſs, and indeed, Sir, added he, you would forgive me 
if you was to know what trouble J have had in making 


out, Betty, John, Betty, 


ine poor beaſt do as you have ordered. 


Afr. Arnold, the celebrated ærial puffer, having pro- 
miſed to go up in a balloon, by night, and on which 
account it was to be illuminated with lamps: a perſon 
obſerved it was quite proper people that were going heaven» 


ward foould be enlightened. 


There is now living in one of the old houſes at End- 
eld, an old woman, who is known all over the place 
dy the nick name of Spanky Diddle. This woman, 
hen ſhe was about ſixteen years old, was at the houſe 
pf a merry relation, who amongſt other jokes, proteſted 
he had ſeen her ſteal that very day a boil'd ſowl, which 


exaſperated her, that ſhe made a folemn oath, never 


more to eat a bit of freſh meat. 'This oath ſhe has very 
punctually obſerved, by living conſtantly on no other 
liet than ſalt pork, ſhip beef, &c. by which means ſhe 
is become ſo very parched and withered, that ſhe has 
ſcarce an ounce of fleſh upon her bones. | 


Mr. Macklin the comedian, going the other day to one 
the fire offices, to inſure ſome property, was aſked by 
he clerk, how he would pleaſe to have his name entered ? 
ntered, replied the veteran of the ſock, why 1 am only 
lain Charles Macklin, a vagabend by Ad of Parliament: but 

compliment to the times, you may {ct me down Charles 
lacklin, Eſquire, as they are now ſynorimous terms. 
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A celebrated phyſician was ſent for to a lady whe 
imagined herſelf very ill: when he came, ſhe complained 
diſmally that ſhe eat too much, ſlept too ſound, and 
had a very uncommon flow of ſpirits. Make yourſelf 
perfectly eaſy, madam, ſaid the doctor, only follow 
my ern and you ſpall ſoon have no | reaſon to com- 


28 of any ſuch thing. 


A dancing maſter aſked one of his friends, if it wag 
true that Harley was Lord High Treaſurer ? It is, ſays 
his friend. That is very amazing, ſaid the dancing 


maſter: what merit can the Queen find in that man? I 
had him two years ſor a pupil, and declare 1 could 1 never 


make any thing of him, 


One day, during the laſt term, as a certain Solicitor, 
of no gentleman-like appearance, was paſſing through 
Lincoln's-Inn, with his profeſſional bag under his arm, 
Clowes to ſell, Sir, old 
clows! The lawyer ſomewhat netiled at this addreſs, 


rom a ſuppoſition that Moſes miſtook him for an inha- 


bitant of Duke's Place, ſnatched a bundle of papers from 
their damaſk repoſitory, and replied, No, Sir, they are all 
new ſuits, 


My Lord chief Juſtice Mansfield had a cauſe before him 
between a Jew that was plaintiff, and a Chriſtian de- 
fendant. The latter pleaded though the debt was very 
juſt, that the Jew had no right, by the Laws of England, 
to bring an action. Well, ſays my Lord, have you no 
other plea? No, my Lord, ſays he, init on this plea, 


Do you, ſays my Lord, then let me tell you, you are the 


greater Few of the (wo. 


A Juſtice f the Peace ſeeing a parſon on a very ſtately 
horſe riding between Highgate and Hampſtead, ſaid to 


ſome gentlemen who were with him, Do you ſee what 2 


beautiful horſe that proud parſon has got? I'll banter him 


a little, Doctor, ſaid he, you do not follow the — 


1 


of vour great maſter, who was humbly eontent to ride 
upon an aſs. Why really, Sir, replied the Parſon, the king 
has made ſo many aſſes juſtices, that an honeſt clergyman can 
kardly find one to ride, if he had a mind to it. 


A lady of diſtinction who had wrote many romances, 
aſked biſhop Law, How he could get up to th world in 
the moon which he had diſcovered ; for his journey muſt. 
needs be very long, there would be no poſſibility of going 
through it without reſting on the way? Oh, madam, ſaid 
the prelate, your grace has built ſo many caſties in the air, that 
you cannot wan! a place to batt at, | 


An honeſt Welch carpenter, coming out of Cardigan- 
ſhire, got work in Briſtol, where in a few months, he had 
ſaved, beſides his expences, about twelve ſhillings, and 
with this prodigious ſum of money, returning into his own 
country, when be came upon Mile-Hill, he looked back on 
the town: Ah! poor Priſtew, ſaid he, if on? or twa of hur 
countrymen was to give hur ſuch a ſhake as hur as done, it would 


be poor Friſtow indeed. 


It being aſked in company with my lord C——4, 
whether the piers of Weſtminſter- Bridge would be of ſtone 
or wood: Oh, ſaid my lord, of ſtone to be ſure, for we 
have too many wooden peers already at Weſtminſter. 5 


Mr. Prior, when ambaſſador, being at one of the 
French opera's at Paris, and ſeated in a box with a noble- 
man he was free with, who, as is uſual in France, ſung 
louder than the performer, burſt into bitter invectives 
againſt the laſt: upon which his lordſhip gave over to 
inquire the reaſon, adding that the perſon he exclaimed 
againſt ſo fiercely, was one of the fineſt voices they had. 
Yes, replies his excellency, but he makes ſuck a horrible noiſe 
that I cannot have the pleaſurc to hear your lord/bip. 


One telling Charles XII. of Sweden, juſt before the 
battle of Narva, that the enemy were three to one: I 
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am glad to hear it, anſwered the king, for then e 
rid be envugh tg Jail, enouge to take friſoners, and enough is | 
T2 away. 
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A toping ſellow was one night making his will ovcr 
his bottle; I will give, ſaid he, filty Pounds to five ta- 
verners, to drink to my memory when I am dead: ten 
pounds to the valutation for courtiers; ten pounds to te 

Caſtle for feidiers: ten pounds to the Mitre for parſyr:; 
ten pounds to the Horns for citizens: and ten pounds to tl 
Devil for tte lawyers. 
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A certain lord who had a termagant wife, and at the 
fame time a chaplain who was a tolerable poet, my land 
deſiring him to write a copy of verſes on a ſhrew. I can- 
not imagine, ſaid the parſon, «ky your lordſhip thould want 4 
copy you kave ſo good an original, | 


A gentleman talking of his travels, a lady in com- 
pany ſaid, ſhe had been a great deal farther, and ſeen 
more countries than he. Nay, then, madam, replicd 
the gentleman, as travellers, we may lie together by auils- 
rity. = 


One aſked his friend, Why he, being ſo proper a man 
himſelf, had married ſo ſmall a wiſe. Why, friend, ſaid 
he, I thought you had know, that of all evils we ud cuuſe 
the leaſt. | | | 4 
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One day an arch wag ſaid in company, that taylors were 
like woodcocks, for they get their ſuſtenance by their 4% 
bills. 
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Ben Johnſon ſeeing one night at the Devil tavern, there 
was a country gentleman in the company, who interrupted 
all other diſcourſe with an account of his land and tene 1 
ments; at Jaſt Ben, unable to bear it longer, ſaid to him, 
What ſignifies your dirt and your clods to us? where you T 
have one acre of land I have ten acres of wit, Have y 
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began to play, at which the wolves ran away. The deel 
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ſo, ſaid the countryman, good Mr. Wite-acre ? This un- 
expc'ited repartee from the clown, ſtruck Ben quite mute 
for a time; Why, how now, ben, ſaid one of the com- 
pany, vou ſeem to be quite ung? I never was ſo fricked 
by a habnail before, replied he. | 


A gentleman having ſent ſor his carpenter's ſervant to 
Knock a nail or two in his ud, the fellow, after he 
had done, ſcratched his eas, ond ſaid, He hyped the 


{gentleman would give him iomething to meke him drink. 


Make you drink, favs the gertleman, there is a pickled 
herring for you, and if that wit ut make you drink 1 Neill give 
you another, | 


A certain country farmer was obſerved never to be 
in a good humour when he was hungry; for this reaſon, 
his wife was very careful to watch the time of his 
coming home, and always have dinner ready on the ta- 
ble; one day he ſurpriſed her, and ſhe had only time to 
ſet a meſs of broth ready for him ; who ſoon, according to 
cuſtom, began to open his pipes, and maundering over 
his broth, forgetting what he was about, burnt his mouth 
to ſome purpoſe. The good wife ſeeing him in that ſput- 
tering condition, comforted him as follows: See what it is 
now, had you kept your breath to cool your pottage, you had nt 
burnt your mouth, John. | 


Three gentlemen being at a tavern, whoſe names were 
Moore, Strange, and Wrizht : Said the laſt, there is but 
one cuckold in company, and that is Strange. Les, an- 
ſwered Strange, there is one Moore: Ay, ſaid Moore, that 
is Wright. 


A Scotch bag-piper travelling to Ireland, opened his 
wallet by a wood fide, and ſat down to dinner: no 
ſooner had he ſaid grace, but three wolves came about him. 
To one he threw bread, to another meat, till his pro- 
vender was all gone—At length he took up his pipes, and 
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far me. ſays Sau ney, and I had leer you 1004 niuſic ſa nee?, 


e have haen it before dinner. 


The arch duke of Auſtria having been forced to raiſe 


the ſiege of the town called Grave in Holland, and to re- 


treat privately i in the night; Queen Elizabeth faid to his 


ſecretary here hat your Tr ir nie from the grave xiti te 


out ſound af trumpet. 5 


Soon after the death of a great officer, who was judge 
to have been no great advancer of the king's affairs; 
the king ſaid to his ſolicitor Bacon, who was the kinſ- 
man to that lord: Now, Bacon, tell me truly, what ſay 
you of your couſin ? Mr. Bacon anſwered, fince your ma- 


jeſty charges me to ſpeak, I will deal plainly with you, 


and give you ſuch a character of him, as though 1 was to 
write his hiſtory. I do think he was not a fit councellor to 


| have made your aſſairs better, yet he was fit to have kept 


them from growing worſe. On my foul, quoth the king, 


in the firſt thou Neale like a true man; and in the latter lie a 
An ſman. 


One being at his wiſe's ſuneral, and the bearers going 
pretty quick along, he cried out to them, Do not go ſo fall, 
what need we make a teil of a plegjure? 


Among the articles exhibited to king Henry by the 


Iriſh, againſt the earl of Kildare, the laſt „ thus: 


And finally, all Ireland cannot rule the earl. Then 


ſaid the king, The earl ſhall * all Ireland ; and fo made 
him deputy. | 


A fea officer, who, for his courage in a former en- 
gagement where he had luſt his leg, had been preferred to 


the command of a good ſhip; in the heat of the next en- 


gagement, a cannon ball took of his wooden deputy, is 
that he fell upon the deck; a ſeaman thinking he had been 
freſh wounded, called out for a ſurgeon, * no, ſaid the 
captain, the Carpenter will do. 
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The Count de Soyſons was ſeated at play one even- 
ing, when happening to caſt an eye up at a locking-glaſs 
that was before him in the apartment, he ſaw a man at 
the back of his chair, whoſe phy ſiognomy predicted nothing 
in its own favour, and gave the count ſuſpicion. He 
had reaſon for his miſtruſt; ſor he had not ſat long 
before he felt the diamond loop of his hat cut away. 
He took no notice, but pretended a neceſſity to go down 
ſtairs, and deſired the thief to play his cards in the 
mean time, which he could not refuſe. The count im- 
mediately deſcended into the kitchen, and got a large 


and ſharp carving kniſe; then going ſoſtly behind the 


fellow, dexterouſly took him by the ear, and cut it oft; 
and, holding it out to him, ſaid, Return me my diamond 
loop, Sir, and I uill return you your ear. 


A party amuſing themſelves one night at the Ducheſs 


du Maine's, with finding ingen'ous differences between 


any two given ſubjects. What is the difference betrveen me 
and a wach? ſaid the duchels to the Cardinal de Polignac, 
who was preſent -A very material one, madum, ſaid the 
cardinal; when we look on a wa'ch we remember the flizht of 


time, but when we look on your grace we forget it. 


A Gaſcon ſoldier's comrade aſked him what made him 
tremble ſo as they were marching to the attack, 
body, replied he, trembles to think on the dangers to which it 
knows it will ſoon be expoſed by the bravery of my ſoul. 


Mr. Fox, on his late canvaſs, having accoſted a tradeſ- 
man, whom he ſolicited for his vote; the blunt elec- 
tor replied—[ cannot give you my ſupport; I admire your 


abilities, but d—n your principles! Mr. Fox inſtantly retort- 
 ed—My Friend, I applaud your ſincerity, but d— n your 


manners, 


A prince, rallying the ſatneſs of a courtier, who had 


ſerved him in many embaſſies, ſaid, he looked like an ox. 


I know not, ſaid the courtier, what I am like: but I know that 
1 have often had the honour to * your majeſ y. 


The 
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The emperor Sigiſmund was reproached for reward- 
ing inſtead of deſtroying his enemies, and by that means 


gave him the power again to injure him, Wha?, ſaid the 


noble-minded monarch, do not I deſtroy my enemies when 
ws I make them my friends? | anda 


A Lacedemonian was fallen under his enemy in the 
field of battle, and ſaw the ſword lifted to pierce him in 
the back. Strike me in the breaſt, ſaid he, turning briſkly 
about, that my friends may not bluſh for me after ny death. 


A perſon waiting for another, lay down under a tree 
near which a malefactor was hanging in gibbets, and fell 
into a ſlumber, As it happened, two of the malefactor's 
old comrades were paſſing that way, and one of them 
being in a frolickſome humour, called the dead man by his 
name and aſked if he would not come down and take a 
walk with them this evening. The doſing perſon think- 
ing it was his companion that called, replied, Yes, I am 
eoming / and immediately rofe to join them; the thieves, 
conſcious of guilt, and ſtruck with a panic, thought the 
dead man had really deſcended from the gibbet, and 
took to their heels with the ſpeed of greyhounds, he who 
followed, in vain called to them to ſtop. ; 


A gentleman happening to have high words with 3 
butcher in St. James's Market, was at laſt ſo provoked 
that he raiſed his cane, and threatened to give him a goc:| 
dreſſing—No, maſter, ſays his antagoniſt, it all only be 
lent, and I will tale care it all be repaid, with intereſt. 


A gentleman threatening to give a poor fellow a good 
dreſſng, the man replied, I am very much obliged to your 
honour ; but as you are @ gentleman, you ougkt to te the beſt dreſſed, 


nd, if you pleaſe, I will undertake you ſhall be ſo. 


A young fellow was extolling a lady's beauty very 
highly, and one of his companions allowed ſhe had beauty, 
but that ſhe had a bad ſet of teeth. Very true, but ſhe is a 


ns woman in ſpite of her teeth. ws 
# A French: 


0 3 -- 
A French clergyman whoſe pariſhionershad many of them 


not made the moſt honourable exit out of this bad world, 
inſiſted, when he was baptizing one of their children, 


to be paid the nuptial and burial ſees, as well as thoſe 
of baptiſm; and when the parents aſked the reaſon of 
this extraordinary demand, he replie l, Becauſe I know, as 


Joon as he is grown up, he will cheat me of my dues, by going to 
Faris to be hanged. 


Henry Stephens relates an aneedote of a dwarfiſh man 
who had eſpouſed ſuch a gigantic woman, that he was 
obliged to climb on the table if he wanted to kiſs her. 
This woman, ſays our author, when her huſband was vex- 
ed or out of humour, would look down as if from a two 
pair of ſtairs window, and alk who it was that kept grumbling 
there below. : | 25 


A tatling fellow came and told a perſon, of whom he 
had very little knowledge, a ſecret of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to himſelt, begged for God's ſake that the other 
would not tell it again. Never fear ſaid the perſon, I Hall 
at leaſt be as diſcreet as yourſelf, | 


The celebrated Malherbe dined one day with the arch- 
biſhop of Rouen, who was very famous for being a tedious 
dull preacher. Dinner was ſcarcely over before Malherbe 
fell aſleep; but was awaked by the prelate, and invited 
to go and hear him preach. I bejeech your Grace ſaid 
Maiberbe, to excuſe me; I can ſeep exceedingly wes! where 


Jam. 


A ladv meeting in the ſtreet a learned man of frightſul 
uvlinefs, took him by the hand, and led him to a founder's 


| ſhop; to whom the faid, Fuſt like this, and departed, 


The learned man, being ſtupined with ſurprize, aik-. the 
founder, What was the meaning of this? who anſwered, 
that the lady bad employed him to caſt a figure of the de- 
vil, and he ſaying he had no molel, ſhe had - brought him 

one, | * 
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Two Iriſh labourers being at the execution of the wa- 
lefactors on the new ſcaffold before Newgate, one ſays 
to the other Arrak Pat, now. Lut is there any dilſerence 
between being hanged here and being hanged in chains /— No 
honey / replied he, no great difference ; only one hangs about un, 
hour, and the other hangs all the days of his liſe. 


A Dean of Canterbury, remarkable for holding a great 
number of church-preterments, travelling ſlowly in his 
chariot to that city, was overtaken by a poor parſon, 
who had ſomehow prccured the loan of a gocd horſe, 
The parſon en paſſant, bowed moſt reſpectfully to the dean? 
who deſiring him to ſtop, begged he would call at the 
| Mermaid at Rocheſter, and order him a dinner, to be 
ready at a certain hour. The parſon accordingly called 
on the hoſt, and told him he would be honoured with a viſit 
at ſuch a time, and muſt provide a good dinner, For how 
many, and pleaſe your konour ? ſays Bonniface, Why, re- 
plies the parſon, can't well ſay how many perſons the whole 
company will cenſiſt of, for I only Jaw the Dean of Canterbury, 
the Conon of N incheſtzr, the Provoſt of Lite Held, the I ec- 
ter of Orpington, the Vicar of Romney, and one of the” King's 
_ Chaplains. The parſon then proceeded to his own heme, 
which was within a few miles; and the landlord begun 
to make an ample proviſion for the numerous gueſts he ex- 
pected to entertain. Accordingly, when the Dean ar- 
rived, a large table was ſet, and the cloth laid, How's 
this, cries his reverence; ycu have ſhewn me the wrong room; 
this, ſurely, is intended for a large company.— And pleaſe your 
honour, replied the landlord, Parſon Singlechurch called 
about an hour and a half ago, and told me I muſt provide 
for your honour, aud the Cannon of Wincheſter, and the 
Provoſt of Litchfield, and the Rector of Orpington, and one of 
tie King's chaplains too, and I don't know how many more; and 
fo I thought, and pleaſe your honour, I'd get enough. — Oh, very 
well, coolly anſwered the Dean, who now recollected him- 
felf, I ought to lave aſked Mr. Singlechurch to have ſtaid and 
dined with me. 2 


King 


„„ 


0 


King Charles II. being at bowls, and having laid a 
bowl very near the jack, my ſoul to a horſe-turd, ſays he, 


nobody beats that, —If you will lay odds, ſays Rocheſter, TI 


take the bet. 


The great king Henry of France being aſked by one of 
bis haughty favourites, why his Majeſty gave himfelf the 


trouble to return the ſalutes of fo many beggars who 


made their obeiſance to him in the ſtreets; inſtantly re- 
piied—Becauſe I wiſh not to ſee the beggars in my ſtreets ex- 
ceed me in politeneſs. gn one 


A lady obſerving in company how glorious and uſeful 
a body the ſun was—The ſun to be ſure, ſays an Iriſh gen- 
tleman' preſent, is a very fine body ; but, in my opinion, the 
moon is much more uſeful : for the moon afjords us light in the 
night-time, when we really want it; whereas we have the ſun with 
us only in the day-time, when we have no occaſicn for it. 


A miſer having loſt an hundred pounds, promiſed ten 
pounds reward to any one who ſhould bring it him. An 
oneſt poor man, who found it, brought it to the old 
gentleman, demanding the ten pounds. But the mailer, 


to baffle him, alledged there were a hundred and ten 


pounds in the bag when loſt. The poor man, however, 
was adviſed to ſue for the money; and, when the cauſe 
came to be tried, it appeared that the ſeal had not 
been broken, nor the bag ripped, the judge ſaid to the 
defendant's counſel —7 ke bag you loſt had an hundred and 
ten pounds in it, you ſay—Yes, my lord, ſays he, T hen replied 
the judge, according to the evidence given in court, this cannot 
be your money ; for there are only an hundred pounds : therefore 
the plaintiff muſt keep tt till the true owner appears. 


Dr. Brown, chaplain to the Biſhop of Hereford, dining 


one day with his lordſhip, in company with a young lady 


to whom he paid his addreſſes, was aſked for his toaſt 
after dinner: when the biſhop, perceiving him to heſi- 
tate, cried—0 I beg your pardon, doctor, your toaſt ts not yet 
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A late chancellor of the Exchequer, who lived in the 
houſe at preſent occupied by Mr. Pitt, and which belongs 
to that office, on quitting it aſter his diſmiſſion, proteſted 

he would never again live in a kcuſe of Uffice. 
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A bcoby of a country ſquire, who made an honeſt wo- 

man cf his father's chambermaid, bolied into the room 

when ſhe was in labour, and blubbered over her with 

great tenderneſs, ſobbed out that he was ſorry ſhe felt fo 

much pain c i account. Don't maic thyſelf uneaſy love, 

ſaid the wife, [ can't tear to ſee thee fret, for I'm ſure it was 

not thy fault. : 
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Tbe Marquis De la Scallas, an Italian nobleman, hav- 
ing invited the neighbouring gentiy to a grand entertain- 
ment, where all the delicacies of the feaſun were pro- 
vided; ſome of the company arrived very early, for the 
purpoſe of paying their reſpects to his Excellency, 
Soon after which the Major-Domo entering the dining- 
rocm in a great hurry, told the marquis that there was 
a moſt wonderful fiſherman below, who had brought one 
of the fineft fiſh in Italy? for which, however, he 
demanded a moſt extravagant price. Regard not his price 
_ cried the marquis; pay him the money directiy.— So I would, 
pleaſe your lightneſs, but he refuſes to tate any money.—What 
then would the feilow have ?—An hundred /trokes of the ſtrappa- 
do on his bare ſhoulders, my lord; he Jays, ke will not Late a 
ſingle blow. On this the whele company ran down ſtairs, 
to ſee ſo ſingular a man. A fine fiſh! cried the marquis: 
What is your demand, my friend ?—Not a quatrim, my lord, 
answered the fiſherman. I will not take money. If your 
lordihip wiſhes to have the fiſh, you muſt order me an hundred 
| laſhes of the ſtrappado on my naked bach; otherwiſe I ſhall apply 
_ elſewhere. — Rather than loſe the fiſh, ſaid the marquis, we 
. muſt e'en let this fellow have his humour. — Here cried he, to 
one of his grooms, diſcharge this honeſt man's demands; but 
don't lay on too hard: don't hurt the poor devil very much / The 
ſiſherman then ſtripped, and the groom prepared to ex- 
ecute his lordſhip's orders. Now my friend, ſaid the 
| 1 fiſher man 
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fiſherinan keed an eu accomit I beſeech you; for I don't de- 


fire a ſingle ſtroke more than my due. The whole company 
were aſtoniſhed at the amazing fortitude with which 
the man ſubinitted to the operation, till he had received the 


the hiftieth laſh; when addreſſing himſelf to the fer- 


vant— Hold, my friend, cried the fiſherman: I kave now 
had a full hare of the prize.—Your ſhare! exclaimed the 
marquis; what is the meaning of all this? My lord, returned 
the fiſherman, I hav? a partner, to whom my honour is en- 
gaged that he Hall have his full half of whatever I receive for 
the : and your lordſhip, I dare venture to ſay, will, by and 
bye own, that it would be a thouſand pities to defraud him of a 
a. ſtrote.— And pray honeſt friend, ſaid the marquis, who 
is this partner? Tour porter, my lord, anſwered the fiſner- 
man, who keeps the outer- gate, and refuſed to admit me, unleſs 


T1 would promiſe him half what I ſhould obtain for the .. 
Ho, ho! exclaimed the marquis, laughing very heartily, 


by the bleſſing of heauen, he ſhell have double his demand in full. 
tale. The porter was accordingly ſent for; and being 
«+ ſtripped to the ſkin, two grooms were directed to lay on 
with all their might, till he had fairly received what he 
was ſo well entitled to. The marquis then ordered his 
ſteward to pay the fiſherman twenty ſequins; deſiring 
him to call annually for the like ſum, as a recompenſe 


for the friendly ſervice he had done him. 


As the late Mr. Rich, whoſe abilities as a harlequin 
are univerſally known, was returning home from the 
playhouſe in a hackney-coach, he ordered the coachman 
to drive him to the Sun, then a famous tavern in Clare- 
Market. Juſt as the coach paſſed one of the windows of 
the tavern, Rich, who perceived it to be open, dexter- 
ouſly threw himſelf out at the coach-window into the 
room. The coachman, who ſaw nothing of this tranſac- 


tion, deſcended from his box, opened the coach- door, 


and let down the ſtep; then taking off his hat, he wait-_ 
ed for ſome time, expecting his fair to alight; but at 


length looking into the coach, and ſeeing it empty, he 


beſtowed a few hearty curſes on the raſcal who had bilked 
5 F4 him, 
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Of ſeven ! replied the lockſmith ? they muſt be ſorry ones in- 
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him, remounted his box, turned about, and was return- 
ing to the ſtand; when Rich, who had watched his op- 
portunity, threw himſelf into the coach, looked out; 
aſked the fellow where the devil he was driving, and de- 
fired him to turn about. The Coachman, almoſt petri- 
fed with fear, inſtantly cheved, and once more drew up 
to the dcor of the tavern, Rich now got out? and aſter 
Teproaching the fellow with ſtupidity, tendered him his 
money. Ao, God bleſs your huncur, ſaid the coxchman, my 
maſter has craered ne to take no nicney to night, = Phat! ford 
Rich, your majter's a fool; here's a ſhilling for ycurſelf. No 


no, ſaid the coachman, who by that time had remounted 


his box, that won't do: I Ino. you too well, for all your ſhoes— 


and fo, Mr. Devil, for once you'r outrontted . 


The late lady Tyrawly, who was very ſhort-ſighted, 


| being on a chriſtening viſit, her ladyſhip waited below- 
| ſtairs a conſiderable time with much impatience to ſee 


the child, which was to be brought down to her. The foot - 
man, in the inean time, entered the apartment with a 
coal-ſcuttle; who approaching the fire, near which her 
ladyſhip was ſeated, ſhe immediately roſe, and being 
extremely defirous of complimenting the family with a 
thouſand common-place obſervations on the bantling, run 
on in the following manner, with great volubility—La? 
it is the ſweeteſt creature I ever beheld” my Lord Duke's noſe ? 
my Lady Ducheſs's mouth Dear nurſe, this is an univer ſal 
Joy ; for ſure no mother ever had ſo ſweet a creature! The com- 
pany ſtared; and her ladyſhip, who did not diſcover her 
error, called for her chair, congratulated herſelf on having 
paid her viſit, and returned home full of the praiſes of his 
Graces delightful baby. 


A maſter of Arts being reduced to extreme poverty, 


| begged ſome relief of a lockſmith, who was at work in his 


ſhop. The ſmith aſked him why he had not learned 
ſome art to get his living by, rather than thus to go about 
begging. Alas. replied the ſcholar, I am maſter of ſeven. — 


deed, 
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' deed, then, ſince they are not able to keep you : for my part, 
lab e only one, as you ſee, which maintains ſeven of us; myſelf, 
my wife, and five children. Oe pt 


At the beginning of the revolution, ſeveral perſons of 
rank, who had been zealoufly ſerviceable in bringing 
about this event, but who at the ſame time had no great 
abilities, applied for ſome of the moſt conſiderable employ- 
ments under government ? when the earl of Halifax being 
confulted on the propriety of admitting thoſe claims — 
I remember, ſaid his lordſhip, to have read in hiſtory that Rome 
was ſaved by the geeje—but I do not recolle& that thoſe geeſe were 
made conſuls. 


The Emperor Solyman, that haughty ſovereign of the 
Turks, whoſe talents were ſo great, and whoſe ambition 
was without bounds in his attack on Hungary, took the 
city of Belgrade, which was conſidered the bulwark of 
Chriſtendom. After this important conqueſt, a woman 
of low rank approached him, and complained bitterly that 
ſome of the ſoldiers had carried off her cattle, in which 
conſiſted the while. of her wealth. Tou muſt then have been 
in a very deep ſleep, ſaid the ſultan, ſmiling, if you did net 
hear the robbers.—Yes, my ſovereign, replied ſhe, I did ſleep 
ſoundly ; but it was in the fulleſt confidence that your Highn:/s 
watched for the public ſafety. The prince, who had an ele- 
vated mind, far from reſenting this freedom, made her 
ample amends for the loſs which ſhe had ſuſtained. 


A late popular character, when very young, was a 
candidate for Berwick upon Tweed: and, being ceturned, 
| Preferred a petition to the Houſe of Commons: retain- 
ing a certain eminent counſel, with a fee of fifty gui- 
neas, Juſt before the buſineſs was bent to core ito 
the Houſe, the barriſter, who had in the interval cnn. 
ed his political ſentiments, tent word he could not po— 
ſibly plead, On this, the candidate immediately » ite 
ed on his advocate, mildly expeſtulnted and remonſtra— 
ted but ll in vain, he would not by au, nraus con 
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ſent either to plead, or return the money; adding with 2 
ſneer of profeſſional infolence, that the law was open, 
and to that he might have recourſe, if he conceived him- 

ſelf injured. No, no, Sir, replied his ſpirited client, 
I was weak enough to give you a fee, but I am not quite fool 
enough to go to law with you? as | perceive that my whole fortuns 
might be waſted in retaining fees alone, before I found one honeſt 
barriſter to plead for me; | have therefore lrought my advecate 
in my pocket / Then, taking out a brace of piſtols, he offer- 
ed one to the aſtoniſhed counſellor; and proteſted, that 
before he quitted the room, he would either have his money, 
or ſatisfaction! The money was accordingly returned; 
but, lofing ſo able an advocate, the juſtice of his cauſe 
prevented not the failure of his application. 
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A certain colonel who made the fine fire-works in St. 
James's Square, to celebrate the peace oi Ryſwick, being 
in company with ſome ladies, was highly commending 
the epitaph juſt then ſet up in the Abbey on Mr. Purcel's 
monument, | gs 


« Heis gone to that place where only his own Harmony can be ex- 


Lord, Colonel, ſaid one of the ladies, the ſame epiteph might 

ſerve for you, by altering a ſingle word — 

« He is - <a place where only his own Fire- urls can be ex- 
ce i | El 
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A cardinal highly in the confidence of Pope Alexander 
the fixth, told him one day that it would be expedient 
to baniſh the phyſicians out of Rome, for they were en- 
tirely uſeleſs. No, ſaid the pope, they are quite the reverſe; 
for without them the world would increaſe jo faſt, that one could 
net live by another. 


The famous Rabelais followed the Cardinal of Lor- 
rain to Rome, and attended «n him ae his phyſician. 
This prelate being gone to pay his duty to the new pope, 
Gregory XIII. was, according to cuſtom, admitted to 
the bonour of kifing bis holineſs's toe. Rabelais, who 

3 | was 


. Sar A 


- 


forſaken me in my old age. 
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was preſent, appearing ſurpriſed and ſhocked at the ſight 
of ſuch a beaſtly action, haſtened out of the room, and 
went away. The cardinal, on his return home, aſked - 


him angrily, what made him run away before he was pre- 


ſented to the pontiff, with the gentlemen of his retinue. 


I craue your Eminency's pardon, anſwered Rabelais; but, ſee- 


ing you, who are a cardinal, a great prince, and my maſter, kiſs 
the Pope's toe, I thou. xt the greateſt honour that could fall to my 
ſhare, would be to hiſs his holineſs's backjide. 


King James the Firſt gave all manner of liberty and 
encouragement to the exerciſe of buffoonery, and he 
took great delight in it himſelf. Happening once to bear 
ſomewhat hard on one of his Scotch courtiers—by my ſaul, . 
returns the peer, he that made your majeſty a king, ſpoiled the 


beſt fool in Chriſtendom. 


A young gentleman defirons of being admitted into the 
law, was aſked a queſtion by one of the gentlemen of the 
long robe —Suppoſe, ſays he, your client had debt owing. 
him of nine pounds nineteen ſhillings, aud the plaintiff 
was going to leave his country, how would vou act. Why, 
ſays the young ſtudent, I wonld lend him another filling. 
This anſwer ſo well pleaſed the judges, that they afterwards 
conſulted, and admitted him. | 


A lawyer told his client, his adverſary had removed his 


ſuit from one court into another; to whom the client 


replied, Let him remove it to the devil if he pleaſes; I am ſure 
my attorney, for money, will follow it. 


Cardinal Wolfey was firſt miniſter of ſtate to Hen. VIII. 
and in great favour with him. He was a proud, inſolent 
and vicious prelate, and falling under diſgrace, he was. 
ſent for by the king; but dying on his journey, between 


Tork and London, he left this teſtimony behind him, to 
the honour of religion and virtue, viz. Had I ſerved my. 


God as zealouſly as I have ſerved my prince, he would nat have 
F. 6. A noblo 
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A nobleman, before a numerous aſſembly, told a wor- 
thy divine, who was ſoliciting him fer a living then va- 


cant, and in his lordſhip's diſpoſal, No, no, Doctor! 


talk no more of it; but prithee, man learn to dance.— 


The doctor, not at all abaſhed, ſmilingly replied—He 


ſhou!d be incorrigible not to improve with his lordſhip 
for an inſti uctor, who had long taught him to dance at- 


tendance.— Have | ſo, doctor? ſays the earl; then &en take 


the living, and my daughter Sor hy ſhall teach you to turn out 
Your toes. | | . 


There was a patron in England, that had a benchice. 
fallen into his hands, and a good bruther of mine came 
unto him, and brought him thirty apples in a diſh, and 
gave them to his man, to carry them to his maiter, 'The 
man accordingly preſented him with a diſh of apples, 
ſaying—Sir, ſuch a man hath ſent you a diſh of apples, 
and deſires you to be good unto him for {uch a bene- 
hce,--Tuſh, tuſh, ſaid he, this is no apple matter, I 
will have none of his apples; I have as good as theſe in 
my own orchard, The man came to the prieſt again, 


and told him what his maſter ſaid, Then (replied the 


prieſt) defire him to prove one of them for my ſake; he 
ſhail find them better than they look ſor. He cut one 
of them, and found ten pieces of gold in it. Marry 
gquoth he, this is a gord apple. The prieſt ſtanding not 


far off, and hearing what the gentleman ſaid, cried cut, 


They are all one ajple, I aſſure y:u, Sir, they all erew on 
ene tree, and have all one taſte.» Well, bz is à good feilow, 

let him have it, ſaid the patron ; and get you a graft of this tree, 
and Ill :carrant it to ſtand you in better ſt:ad than all St. Paul's 
learning. „ 


A poor but worthy clergyman, who poſſeſſed only a 


ſmall lectureſhip, from the income of which he had a 


large ſamily to maintain, had been under the neceſſity, 
through ſome expenſive family ſickneſſes, &c. of con- 
tracting debts with ſeveral of the pariſh, and, being un- 
able to anſwer their demands, abſcunded for ſome * 

: 1 or 


for fear of being troubled; and in ſhort, was ſo aſhamed 


( 109 ) 


of facing his cteditois, that he even prevailed with a 
friend to officiate for him on Sundays. However, con- 
ſidering this way of life could not laſt long, he took 


courage, and rel ved to preach the following Sunday be- 


fore his pariſhioners; when he took his text from the 
New Teltament, in theſe words, Hare patience with me, and 


I uill pay you all. He divided his diſcourſe into two gene- 


ral heads; firſt, Have patience ; ſecondly, and l ail pay | 
you all: he then expatiated very largely and elegantly on 
that moſt chiiſtian virtue, Patience; after which, And 


now, ſays he, having done with my firſt head, viz. Have pa- 
tience, I come to my ſecond and laſt general head, which 


is, And I «tl pay you all - but that I muſt defer to another op- 
portunity, Which excellent concluſion ſo pleaſed his 
creditors, that they gave him his own time to pay his 
debts, aſſuring him that they would never trouble him 
more. | 


His preſent Majeity happened to ſee the Rev. Dr, #*** 
at the play, expreiſed fume ſurprife at ſeeing a divine at 
ſach a repteſentatien; Sire, replied the doctor, I am not 


a Hamed at appearing at any place, where the head of the church 
thinks proper to be preſent. 


A chimney ſweeper in a certain borough town, being 
one of the laſt voters at a violent conteſted election, was 
ſtrongly preſſed by each candidate to honour him with 


| his vote. The fellow, who was for ſome time at a loſs 


to tell which fine gentleman moſt merited his ſuffrage, at 
laſt recollecting that he had often heard of kiſſing hands 
among the great folks, declared that he would not vote 
for either, unleſs they would kiſs his hand. One of 
them accordingly came forward; and, having vainly en. 
deavoured to perſuade the ſweep to diſpenſe with ſo dif. 
agrecable a ceremony, actually ſaluted his ſooty fingers; 
aſter which, confidenly claiming the expected reward, 
No, no, ſays the chimney ſweeper, I jhan't vote for vou? 


for, | am very ſure, he that would kiſs my hand, would kiſs any 


minſter 5 4 fe. 5 
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A collection was made to build the hoſpital of Bed- 
dam. Tboſe who were employed to gather this money, 
came to 3 ſtall houſe, the door f which was halt open, 
from the entity thev heard an old man ſcolding he 
ſervant-ma:id, who, lavinc n de fe of match in kind- 
ling the fire, had afterwards indiſciertlu thrown it way, 
without refleRti.ig, that the match, {:aving ſti! the her 
extremity dipped in ſulphur, might be of further ſe: vice, 
After dive eng themſelves a whi +. with the diſpute, hey 
knocked, and pretented themſelves before the old gentle- 


man. As iven as they told him the cauſe of their com- 


ing, he went into a claſet, from whence he brought four 
hundred guineas, and rechoning the money in their pre- 
ſence, he put it into their bag. The collectors being 
aſtuniſhed at thi: gene: ity, and, teſtiſying their ſur- 
priſe, t,1d the old fell. w what they had heard. Gentle- 
men, [id he, your jurtr1/e is occaſioned by a thing of very little 


conſe, uence. | heed houſe, and ſave or ſpend money my own 


way : the one furniſtes me with the means of doing the other; 
and botk equally gratify my inc linations. With regard to benefac- 
tions a d donations, always expect moſt from prudent people, who 


| beep their arcounts,— When he had ſpuken thus, he turned 


then out of his houſe without ceremony, and ſhut the 
door, not thinking half ſo much of the four hundred gui- 
neas, which he had juſt given away, as of the match that 


had beer thrown into the fire. 


The late Doctor Franklin, in the early part of his life, 
followed the buſineſs of a printer, and had occaſion to 
travel from Philadelphia to Boſton. In his journey he 
Nopped at one of their inns, the landlord of which poſ- 
ſeſſed the true diſpoſition of his countrymen, which is, to 
be inquiſitive even to impertinence into the: buſineſs of 
every ſtranger. —The doctor, aſter the fatigue of the day's 


travel, had ſet himſelf down to ſupper, when his landlord ' 
| began to torment him with queſtions. The doctor well 


knew the diſpoſition of theſe people; he apprehended, 
that, aſter having anſwered his queſtions, others would. 
come in and go over the ſame ground, ſo he was deter- 


longing to the Liverpool company of comedians, at the 


1 4 


rained to ſtop him. Have you a wife landlord? Tes, fir. 
Pray let me ſee her. Madam was intro luced with much 
form, How many children kave you? four, fir, | ſhould be 
happy to ſee them. The children were ſought and introduced. 


| How many ſervants have you? Tuo, ſir? a man and a woman, 


Pray fetch them. When they came, the docter aſked if 
there were any one elſe in the houle; and being anſwered 
in the negative, addreſſed himielf to then with nuch fo- 
lemnity; My good friends, I ſent for yu here to .:v+ you an 
account of myſelf ; my name is Benjamin Franiliu; I ai; a prin- 


ter, of ——=years of aze; reſide at i hila.lely!nu, and um 
nom going on buſineſs from thence to ib I jent tor you all, 
that of you w:h for any farther varti-ulars, you 1:41 aſk, and [ 


will inform you: which done, I flutter myſelf you ai permit me 
to eat my ſupper in peace. 


When Spencer had finiſhed his ſamoans poem of the 
Fairy Queen, he carried it to the Earl of Southampton, 
the great patron of the pets of thyſe days. The manu- 
ſcript being ſent up to the earl, he read a few pages, and 


then ordered his ſervant to give the writer 201, Reading 


on, he cried in rapture, Carry that man another 2ol. 
Proceeding ſtil, he ſaid, give hi 201, more. But, at 
length, he luſt all patience, and ſaid, Go turn that fellow 


out ↄf the houſe, for if I read on, [ all be ruined. 


In an aſſembly the other day, the converſation ha 

ned to turn upon a new publication, which was highly 
praiſed by a nobleman, who had juſt peruſed it. A per- 
fon in company, underſtanding, from what the nobleman _. 


ſaid, that he was a ſtranger to the author, went in queſt . 


of hirn, knowing him to be hard by, and introd:.ced 


him to the nobleman? at the ſame time, intimiting that 
he ſtood in need of pecuniary aſſiſtance. His lordihip 


coldly told the author that he liked the wor\ very well, and 
drawing out his purſe, made him a preſent of it : in which were 
52 guineas. 5 


That admired ſon of the comic muſe, Mr. Quick, be- 


time 


1s 


time the celebrated Naval Review of Portſmouth made ſo 
much nciſe in the world; one of the gentlemen of the 
| theatie aſter ſaluting Mr. Quick one morning in the 
GREEN ROOM, Whipt cpen his we iſtcoat, the ladies ſet up a 
loud laugh, which the wag heightened, by obſerving, the 
ladies had an opportunity of ſeeing a Navul Review without going 
10 Fortſmouth, gs 


A mar going home late at night was ſtopped by the 
patroles, and aſked where he was going; he being in- 
texicated with liquor, told them He came from where 
they would like to have been, and was going where they 
dare not come for their ears. They then aſked his name, 
and where he lived. My name, ſays he, is feven-and- 
twenty ſhillings, and where I live is out of the king's do- 
minions, Upon which they took him to the watch-houſe. 
The next day he was examined before the juſtice, for the 
impertinent anſwers given to the patroles. Upon which 
he laid Pleaſe your worſhip, I was at a punch-houſe where 
I had good liquor, that made me ſay they would wiſh to be there, 
and my going home was to my wife, where they had no right 
to come, and my name is Moidore; I live in Liltle-Britam. 
Which anſwer fo well pleaſed the juſtice, that he was diſ- 
charged immediately. 


A gentleman once was called upon a jury at the Old 
Bailey, but he being diſtreſſed in circumſiances reſolved 
to turn upon the road to mend his fortune, upon which 
he ordered his barber to make him a ſcarlet wig, which 
he wore, and robbed two gentlemen; after which he 
threw the wig away. A ccuntryman with his team tra- 
velling the road picked jt up, and admired it, throws of 
his cap and put on this ſcarlet wig, thinking it was the 
faſhion in London ; he ſoon aſter arrived in town, and the 
two gentlemen who were robbed ſeeing the countryman, - 
immediately took him into cuſtody, ſuppoſing him to be 
the man who robbed them: he was brought up to the Old 
Bailey lor trial, and ſworn to by the two gentlemen, 
The real highwayman was on the jury, who thought it 
a cruel cixcumſtance that an innocent man ſhould f * 

. and 
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and puting on the wiz, ſaid to the gentlemen, who was 


it robbed you? Oh, ſays the gentlemen, it was you—you are 


the man, we are ſure — Then ſaid the judge to them, 
why you two will ſay it is me, if I put the dg on. Yeu have 
already ſworn to one, and wart to ſwear to another —turn them 
out of court, or they will ſwear to me ne kt. 


A drunken fellow having ſold all his goods to maintain 
himſelf at his pot, except his feather bed, at laſt made 
away with that too; when being reproved for it by ſome 
of his friends; Why, ſaid he, I am very well, thank God, 


and why ſhould I keep my bed. 


A gentleman being arreſted for a pretty large ſum 
of money, ſent to an acquaintance, who had often pro- 
ſeſled a great friendſhip for him, to beg he would bail him: 


the other told him that he had promiſed never to be bail 
for any bady; but with much kindneſs ſaid, I will tell 
you what you may do, you may get ſomebody elſe, if you can. 


When king Charles the firſt was in great anxiety about 
ſigning the warrant of the earl of Strafford's execution, 
ſaying it was next to death to part with ſo able a miniſ- 
ter, and ſo loyal a ſubject: a certain favourite of the king's 
Randing by, ſoon reſolved his majeſty, by telling him, 
That in ſuch an exigence, a man had better part with his 
crutch than his leg. | 


A preacher lecturing on Eaſter-day, and diſcuſſing the 
reaſon why Jeſus Chriſt, after his reſurrection, appeared 


firſt to the two Maries, ſaid coldly, that the reaſon of this 


was, that Chriſt, wiſhed to make public the myſtery of his 
reſurrection, knew that, by intruſting ſo important a mat- 
ter to women, it would ſoon be ſpread all abroad, 


Some rattling young fellows from London putting into 
2 country inn, ſeeing a plain rough-hewn farmer * 
e „„ ays 


„ 


fays one of them, you {hall ſee me dumb ſound that coun- 
try man: So coming up to him, he gave his hat a twir! 
round, laying, there is half a crown for yon countryman, 
The farmer, after recovering a little trom bis ſurpriſe, 
reared his oaken towel, and ſurveving hin very gravely, 
gave him two very haudſome drubs on te thoulder, ſaying, 
I thank you for your kindneſs, friend, there is two {hellings 


„ 


of your nic ney again. 


A perſon haviug been put to great ſhifts to get money 
to ſupport his credit: ſome of his creditors at length 
ſent him word, that they would give him trouble. Pox, 
ſays he, I have had treble enough to borrom the money, 
and had not need be troubled to pay it again. 


A countrywoman being ſick, bequeathed her ſow with 
Pig to the pariſon, who thinking ſhe would hardly reco- 
ver, came ſoon after and took the ſow away. The good 
wife recovering, aſked ſor her ſow, and being told the par- 
| ſon ſhe had left it to, came when ſhe was very bad, and 
had taken her away. Bleſs us, ſays ſhe, the parſon is worſe 
than the devil, for one may call upon him twenty times to 
take one before he will do it, but I did but once bid the parſen 
tale my ſow, and he fetched her inimedtately. 


A lady whole beauty was very much upon the decline 
having ſent her picture to a gentleman that was to 
come a wooing to her, bid her chambermaid, when ſhe 
was coming to dreſs her, take care in reparing her 
decays a little, or ſhe ſhould not look like her picture. 
I warrant you, madam, ſays ſhe, laying on he Bavarian 
red, a little art made your picture like you, now a li'tle of the 
| Jame art ſhall make you like your picture; your picture muſt ſit 
to you. dh 


A termagant ſempſtreſs coming to hunt a young fellow 
at his lodgings, where he was terribly afraid to have his 
landlady hear; ſhe began to open her qual pipes at a 
great rate, but was preſently ſeized with a fit of cough- 
ing. Lord, ſays ſhe, I have got ſuch a could I can hardly 
ſpeak. Nay, as to that, ſays he, I do _— —— 
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ſoſt!/ you ſpeak. Do not tell me of ſpeaking ſoftly, favs 
ſhe, let me have my money, or I will take the law of 
you--Do, ſays he, then you will be forced to hold your 
tongue, for the law allows no body to ſcold in tleir own 
cauſe, | 8 | 

One who had married a light-heeled wife, inſtead of 
an innocent country girl, which he took her for, was 
| ſeverely rallied upon the diſcovery, by his acquaintance. 
Among the reſt a young lady having been very ſevere 
with him, he called to her lover, who was preſent, laying, 
Sir, take off your waſp, I will have «a fiy-$2p elſe. Youu 
will have occaſion ſr it, ſays ſhe, your wife las been blown 
upon. . 


When recruits were raiſing for the late wars, a ſer - 
jeant told his captain, that he had got him a very ex- 
traordinary man: Ay, ſays the captain, prithee whit is 
he? A butcher, Sir, replies the ſerjeant, and your ho- 
nour will have double ſervice for him, for we had two 
ſheep-ſtealers in the company before. 15 


A harmleſs country fellow having commenced a ſuit 
_ againſt a gentleman whd had beat down his fences, and 
ſpoiled his corn; when the aſſizes drew near, his ad- 
verſary bribed his only evidence to keep out of the way: 
Well, favs the fellow, I am reſolved Til up to town, and 
the king ſhall know it. "The king know it, ſays his land- 
lord, who was an attorney, prithec what good will that 
do you, if the man keeps out of the way? Why, fir, ſays 
the poor fellow, I have heard yau ſay, that the king could make 
a man A PEER at any time, 


A lady ſeeing a tolerable pretty fellow who by the 
help of a taylor and ſeemſtreſs had transformed himſelf 
into a beau, ſaid, What pity it is to ſee one whom nature 
has made no fool, ſo induſtrious to paſs for an aſs ; Rather, 

ſays another, we ſhould pity thoſe whom nature abuſes, 
than thoſe who abuſe nature; beſides the town would be 
robbed of one half of its diverſion, if it ould be a crime to 

laugh at a foal. be | 
The 


116) 


The Roman Catholicks made a ſacrament of matrimo- 
ny, and in conſequence of that notion, pretended that it 
concers grace; the Proteſtant divines do not carry matters 
ſo high, but ſay, Thisought to be underſtood in a qualified 
ſenſe; and that marriage ſo far concerns grace, as that 
generally ſpeaking, it brings repentance, which every body 
knows is one ſtep towards grace. 


A lady, who had a mind ſhe told another, to quarrel 
with an impertinent teazing young fellow ſhe did not like, 
ſaid, ſhe could not tell how to provoke him, he was ſo very 
aſſiduous and ſubmiſſive. Slife, ſaid her friend, I'd ſpit 
in his face. Alas, replied ſhe, that will not do, when men 
are fawning like lap dogs, they will take that for a favour, 


An extravagant young gentleman, to whom the title of 
Lord, and a good eſtate, was juſt fallen, being a little ha- 
i aſſed by duns, bid his ſteward tell them, That whilſt he was 
2 private geatleman he had leiſure to run in debt; but now 
being advanced io a higher rank, he was too buſy to pay them. 


A wild young fellow, that had ſpent his fortune, being 
aſked, What he intended to do with himſelf? ſaid, he de- 
ſigned to go into the army. How can that be? ſays one, 
you are a Catholic, and cannot take the oaths. You may 
as well tell me, ſays he, I cannot take orders, becauſe I am 
an Atheiſt, I aſk your pardon, replied the other, I did not 
know the ſtrength of your conſcience ſo well as I did the 


weakneſs of your purſe, 


A gentleman complaining of a misfortune, ſaid it was 

along with that drunken ſot his man, who could not keep 

himſelf ſober. With reſpe& to your worſhip, ſaid the 

Tr” I know very few drunken ſots, that do keep themſelves 
ers 1 | 


A plain 
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A plain country yecman bringing his daughter to town, 
ſaid, for all ſhe was brought up altogether in the country, 
the was a girl of ſenſe. Yes, fays a pretty young ſemale 
in company, Coun'ry ſenſe. Why faith, madam, ſays the 
fellow, country ſenſe is better ſometimes than London 

impudence. 5 — 


A gentleman in king Charles the IId's time, who had 
paid a tedious attendance at court for a place, and had a 
thouſand promiſes, at length reſolved to ſee the king him- 
ſelf; ſo getting himſelf introduced, he told his majeſty 
what pretenſions he had in his favour, and boldly aſked 
him for the place juſt then vacant. 'The king hearing his 
ſtory, told him he had juſt given the place away. Upon 
which the gentleman made a very low obeiſance to the king, 
and thanked him extremely; which he repeated often. The 
king obſerving how over thankful he was, called hiin again, 
and aſked the reaſon, why he gave him ſuch extraordinary 
thanks, when he had denied him his ſuit: The rather and 
pleaſe your majeſty, replied the gentleman, than if you 
gave me a thouſand put-offs; but your majeſty has ſaved 
me all that trouble, and generoutly given me my anſwer 
at once, God's fiſh, ſaid the Ring, thou elt have the place for 
thy down ri2ht honeſly. e 


A merry drolling fellow, who lived with a lady that was 
juſt on the point of matrimony, being ſent with a how d'ye 
to an acquaintance of her's, who liv'd a few miles off, was 
aſked how his lady did; Ah, dear madam, 1ephed the 
fellow, ſhe can never live long in this condition. 


A perſon adviſing a lady in town to marry a country 


gentleman; to recommend the match in the ſtrongeſt 


terms, told her it would be more convenient ſor her, be- 
cauſe his concerus in the country joined to her's. Ah, ſays 
the lady, but lis concerns {ball never join to mine in the city. 
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An Engliſn gentleman travelling to France, had made 
choice of an abbot, as wicked as himſelf, for the companion 
of his pleaſures: One of his countrymen told him, That 
though the abbot and he differed about the way to heaven, 
they were in a fair way of going to the devil together, = 


A very grave perſon being carried before a magiſtrate, 


for having a little thing as big as a baſtard laid to him: 
one that was paſſing by, aſked what was the matter? 
Only ſays another, an old gentleman is apprehended upon 
ſuſpicion of menkood., Manhood! ſays the former, What, 
has he committed murder? Quite the contrary, replied 
the other ; he has committed fornication, and got a ſubject, not 
killed cone. 0 


A countryman in the ſtreet inquired the way to News 
gate, an arch fellow that heard him, ſaid he would thew 
him preſen:Iv. Do but go acroſs the way, ſaid he to yon 


Gold ſhuith's hop, and move off with one of thoſe ſilver tankards, 


and it wil ring you there preſently. 


A certain prieſt in a rich abby in Tlorence, being a 
filherman's fon, cauſed a net to be ſpread every day, on a 
table in his partment, to put him in mind of his origi- 
val; the abbot dving, this diſſembled humility procured 


him to be choſen abbut, after which the net was uſed no 


more. Being aſked the reaſon, he anſwered, there is no 
&ccafion for the net now the fijh is caught. | 


A farmer who had a very great name in the country for 
his dexterity in many exerciſes, ſuch as wreſtling, throw- 
ing the bar, and the like, drew upon himſelf many occaſi- 
ons to try his {ki)l, with ſuch as came far and near to chal- 
lenge him: among the reſt, a conceited fellow rode a great 
way to viſit this champion: and being told that he was in 
his ground behind the houſe, he alighted, and walked with 
his horſe in his hand, till he came where he found him at 
work; ſo hanging bis horſe upon the pails, he accoſted him 

thus: that having heard much of his fame, he was come 


forty 
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forty miles to try a fall with him. The champion, without 
more words, came up to him, and cloſing with him, took 
him on ſuch an advantageous lock, that he pitcned him 
clean over the pails; fo that with a great deal of uncon- 
cern, took up his ſpade and fell to work again: the fellow 
getting upon his legs again, as nimble as he could, called 


to ſpeak to him. Well ſays the champion, have you any 


more to-ſay to me? No, no, replied the fellow only to de- 
fire you would be ſo kind as to throw my horſe afier me. 


One ſeeing an affected concord buying books, told him 


his bookſeller was properly his uphelſterer, for he furnjhed 
his room rather than his h; ad. 


A lawver and a phy fician having a diſpute about pre- 
cedence, referred it to Diogenes, who gave it in favour of 


the lawyer, in thefe terms; Let the thief go before, and the 
execuii.ner fullow. 


A perion having two ungracious ſons, the one robbed 
him of his money, and the other of his goods; his neigh- 
bour to condole with him, told him, He might ſue the coun- 
ty, for he wos robbed b tween jon and ſon. 


A perſon ſpeaking to the earl of c d of the 


Falſe taſte of ſeveral people of quality, and their ignorance 


in many things that they pretended to underſtand; Why, 
faid my lord, mo of our people of quality judge of every thing 


by therr ears but the opera, and thut they go to ſee. 


A citizen dying greatly in debt; it coming to his cre- 


ditors ears, Farewell, ſaid one, there is ſo much of mine 


gone with him: And he carried ſo much of mine, {aid 
another: one hearing them mike their ſeveral complaints, 
faid, Well, I fee now, that thongh a man can Curry no- 


thing of his own out of the world, yet he may carry à great 
deal of other mens. e 3 


1 
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A gentleman ſalling to decay, ſhifted where he could: 

among the reſt, he viſited an old acquaintance, and ſtayed 
with him ſeven or eight days, in which time the man be- 
gan to be weary of his gueſt, and to be rid of him, ſeigned 
a falling out with his wife, by which means their fare was 
very ſlender; the gentleman perceiving their drift, but 
not knowing whither to go to better himſelf, told them, he 
had been there ſeven days, and had not ſeen any falling 
out betwixt them before; and that he ras reſolved to ſlay ſeven 
weeks longer, but he would ſee them friends again. 


A voung woman in France, whoſe brother had embraced 
the Proteſtant religion, was convicted of having a baſtard 
child, and obliged to do public penance. The prieſt, after 
a ſevere reprimand, warned her, that as ſhe had. mide a 
reparation for her own crime, ſhe ſhould never fall into 


ber brother's. Oh, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I world rather commit my 


fault a thouſand times, than Le once guilty of my brother's, 


A ſimple bumkin, coming to London, was very much 
taken at the tight of a chair or ſedan, and bargained with 
the chairman to carry him to the place he named. The 
chairman obſerving the curioſity of the clown to be ſuit- 
able to the meanneſs of his habit, privately took out the 
bottom of tle chair, and then put him into it, which when 
they took up, the countryman's feet were upon the ground, 
and asthe chairmen advanced, ſodid he; and to make the 
better ſport, if any place was dirtier than the reſt, that chey 
choſe to go through; the countryman not knowing but 
others uſed tobe carried, or rather driven in the ſame man- 
ner, coming to his lodgings, gave the men their demand. 
Returning into the country, he related what rare things he 
had ſeen in London, and withal, that he had been carried 
in a ſedan; Sedan, quoth one what is that? Why, ſaid 
he, like our watch-houſe, only it is covered with leather ; 
_ it not for the nan e of a ſedan, a mun might as well walk 
ON Foo. | | | 
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Three young conceited wits, as they thought them - 


ſelves, paſſing along the road near Oxford, met a grave 


old gentleman, with whom they hand a mind to be rudely 
merry: Good-morrow, ſather Abraham, ſaid one: 


Good morrow, ſather Iſaac, ſaid the next: Good-morrow, 


father Jacob, cried the lat. I am neither Abraham, 
Iſaac, nor Jacub, replied the cld gentleman, but Saul, 
the ſon of Kiſh, who went cut to ſeek his father's aſſes, and 
ly! here I have found them. 


A country curate being one Friday in Lent to exa- 
mine his young Catechuinens, and the bell tolling for 
prayers, he was obliged to leave a game of All Fours 


_ unfiniſh:d, in which he had the advantage; but told his 


antagoniſt he would ſoon: diſpatch his audience, and ſee 
bim out. Now for fear any tricks ſhould be played with 
the cards in his abſence, he put them in his caſſock; and 
aſking one of the children how many commandments 
there were, which the boy not readily anſwering, by ac- 
cident one of the cards dropped out of his ſleeve; he had 
the preſence of mind to bid the boy take it up, and tell 
him what card it was: which he readily did ; When turn- 
ing to the parencs of the child. Are you not aſhamed, 
ſaid he, to pay ſuch little regard to the eternal welfare of 
your children, as not to teach them their command- 
ments? I [ſuſpeed your neglech, and brought this card with , 
me, to detect your immorality, in teaching your children to know 


their caras before their commandments, 


An ingenious young gentleman, at the Univerſity of 
Oxford, being appointed to preach before the Vice- 


Chancellor, and the heads of the colleges at St. Mary's, 


and having formerly obſerved the drowſineſs of the Vice- 


Chancellor, took this place of ſcripture for his text, 


Wre:! cannot ye watch one hour ? at every diviſion he con- 


ciuded with his text; which by reaſon of the Vice-Chan- 


cellor litt ing ſo near the pulpit, often awaked him; This 
was ſo noted among the wits, that it was the talk of the 
whole Univerlity, and withal it did ſo nettle the Vice- 

G Chancellor 
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Chancellur that he complained to the archbiſhop of 


Canterbury, why willing to redreſs him, ſent for this 


ſcholar up to London, to defend himſelf againſt the 


crime laid to his charge; where coming ke gave ſo many 
pro-ts of his extraordinary wit, that the Archbiſhop en- 
joined him to preach bejore King James. Alter fome 
excuſes, he at length condeſcended ; end coming into the 


pulpit, begins, Fanes tle firit and faxth, waver not; 


meaning the fiſt King of England, and the {xth of 
Scotland: at firſt the king was ſomewhat ame zed at tle 
text, but in the end was lo well pleaſed with his ſermon, 
that he made him one of his chapl' ins in ordinary: Alter 


this advancement, the Archbithop ſent him down to 


Oxſord to make his recantation to the Vice-Chancellor, 
and to take leave of the Univeriity, which he accordingly 
did, and took the latter part of the verſe of the former 
text: Seed on now, and tale your reſt: Concluding his 
ſermon, he made his ajol.cy to the Vice Chancellor, 
ſaying, Whereas I ſaid before, which gave offence, 


Mat, cannot ye watch one hour ? 1 fay now, Sleep on, and take 
your reſt ; and ſo leſt the Univerſity, 


Sir Nicholas Bacon being appointed judge for the 
Northen circuit, he was by one of the malefactors 
mightily importuned to ſave his liſe. When nothing that 
he ſaid did avail, he at length deſired his mercy on account 
of kindred; P.ythee, ſaid my lord, how came that in? 
Why if it pleaſe you, my lord, your name his Bacon, and 
n. ine his Hog; in all ages Hog and Bacon have been fo 
near. of kindred, that they are not to be ſeparated. Ay, 


but, ſaid judge Bacon, Hog is not Bacon until it is hanged. 


Sirrah, ſays a juſtice to one brought before him, you are 


an arrant knave: ſays the priſoner, 7uſt as your worſhip 


ſpoke, the clock ſtruck two. 


A plain country fellow, born in Eſſex, coming to 
London, which place he had never ſeen before; as he 
walked in*a certain ſtreet, not a great way from Mark; 
Lane, eſpied a rope hanging at a merchant's door, er 
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handle to it, and wondering what it meant, he took it 
in his hand, and played with it to and fro; at length, 
pulled it hard, he heard a bell ring: it ſo happened, 
that the mer chant being near the door, went himſelf and 
demanded what the ſellow would have. Nothing, Sir, 
(aid he, I did but play with this pretty thing which 
hangs at your door. What countryman are you, ſaid the 
merchant. An Eſſex min, an't pieaſe you, replied the 
other. I thought ſo, ſaid the merchant, for I have 
often heard ſay, that if a man beat a bu/h in Eſſex, there 
preſently comes forth a calf, It may be ſo, replied the 
countryman, and I think a man can no ſooner ring a bell 
in London, but out pops a cuckhold. 


A gentlewoman delighting in a plurality of lovers, 
chanced to admit to her enibraces two gent:;emen who 
loved one another entirely, but were unacquginted with 
each other's intrigue, One of them havin; lain with 
this gentlewoman one night, loſt his ring in the bed, 
which the other found in the. morning alter; the day 
following the firſt ſees it on his friend's finger ; after a 
great many arguings about it, they came to underſtand 
one another's intrigne: The man who loſt it demands his 
ring, the other 1eſute»; at laſt it was agreed that it ſhould 
be leſt to the next co.ner-by, who thould have the ring; 
it chanced to be the huſband of the woman, who hearing 
the whole matter, adjudged the ring ſhould belong to him who 
owned the jheets; Marry then, ſaid they, for your exxcellent 
Judgment you ſhall heve the ring. 


A gentleman riding near the ſoreſ of Whichwood, in 
Oxtordibire, aſked a fellow, what that wood was called; 
he ſaid Which-wood, Sir: Why that wood, I tell 
thee; he till ſaid, Which-wood. 1 think, faid the gen- 
tleman, thou art as ſenſeleſs as the wood that grows 


there; I may be io, replied the other, but you know not 
IViick wood, © 
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A conceited perſon, after he had written ſeveral verſes 
in praiſe of his miltreſs, beginning firſt with her head, 
and fo proceeding upon every member down to her feet, 
milling no part but her neck: Oh, ſaid one, there is 
good reaſon for that, he reſerves the nech verſe for himſelf, 


_ knozing he jhall have occaſicn for it hereafter, 


A noble lord, when he was under the tuition of the 
Reverend „ Who uſed to call him his little 


chancellor, one day replied, that when he was fo, he 
would give him a good living. One happening to fall 


ſoon after he was chancellor, he recollected his promiſe, 
and ordered the preſentation to be filled up for his old 
maſter, who ſoon after came to his lordſhip to remind 
him of his promiſe, and to aſk him for this living. Why 


really, ſaid my lord, I wijh you kad come a day ſooner, 


but I have given it away already, and when you ſez to whom, 


T1 dare ſay you will not think me to blame; ſo putting the pre- 


ſentation into his hands, convinced him that he had not 
forgot his promiſe, | 


A perſon not belonging to Merton College, put his 
horſe into a field thereunto appertaining; being warn- 
ed of ſo doing, and he taking no notice thereof, the 
maſter of that college ſent his man to him, bidding him 
ſay, if he continued his horſe there, he would cut off his 
tail. Say you fo? ſaid the perſon: Go tell your maſter, 


if he cuts off my horſe's tail, I will cut off his ears. The 


ſervant returning, told his maſter what he ſaid: Where- 
upon he was ſent back to bring the perſon to him; who 
appearing, ſaid the maſter, How now, Sir, what mean 
you by that menace you ſent me? Sir, ſaid the other, I 
threatened you not, for I only ſaid, if you cut off my korſe's 
tail, I weuld cut off lis ears. Fn 


A youth ſtanding by whilſt his father was at play, ob- 
ſerving him to loſe a deal of money, burſt into tears; 
his father aſked him the reaſon why he wept? Oh, Sir, 


I have heard that Alexander the Great wept when he 
= heard 
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heard his ſather Philip had conquered a great many towns, 
cities, and countries, feared he would leave him no- 
thing to win; but I weep the cuntrary way, fearing you 
1 ill leave me nothing to loſe. _ 


A rich citizen of London, in his will, left ſomething 
conſiderable to Chriſt's Hoſpital, but little or nothing to 
one of his extravagant ſons; at the funeral the Blue- coat 
boys were ordered, in acknowledgment of ſo great a 
gift, to {ing before the corple to the grave: As they 
marched along Cheapſide, this extravagant ſon led his 
mother, who ubſerving the boys made a reſt, he opened 
His pipes in ſuch a manner, that he was heard almoſt 
from one end of the ſtreet to the other; and ſtill leading 
his mother, be continued thus ſinging, till a kinſman 


. came to him, and ſtopped his mouth, aſked him his 


reaſon fc his tireverent and indecent carriage. Why, 
couſin, aid he, /e boys there at my father's death ſins for ſon e- 
ting, end u ill not you let me ſing for nothing! 


A bridegroom, the firſt nizht he was in bed with his 
bride, ſaid unto her; When ! ſolicited your chaſtity, 
if vou had cordefcended, J would never have made you 
my wife, er!] did it only to try thee, Falth, ſaid ſhe, 
I dil imagin as much, but I had been cozened jo three er four 
tines before, and I was rejolued to be fovled to mores 


A lord intending to take in great part of the common 
belonging t» a town, and agreed with a carpenter to 
have it railed in; My Lord, favs he, it ſhall be dane, 
ant] think I can ſave you ſome charges in the bulinets: 
For, ſays he, do yon but get poſts, and 1 doubt not 
but all lie neighbours reund avout will find you railing 
enough. 1 85 


A young Italian gentleman being led by curioſity into 
Holland, where having live ſome time converſing with 
the moſt ingenious, was one day {ct upon by a Proteſtant 
miniſter, who would needs engage him in a controverſy 
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about religion. The young gentleman kncuing him - 
ſelf too weak for the encounter, begged his pardon, 
and endeavoured to wave the diſcourſe; but the more he 
avoided, it, the more hotly he was preifed by the mini— 
ſter, wherenpin the ang Italian, in a vely 2reat pe l- 
ſion, conj:red him by all that is good, to let him alone in 
peace with Lis religicn. For, ſaid he, I cannot embrace 
you $, az! if you make ne lee my own, 1 will never make Cheice 
of any other, 


A brave Dutch raptain being commanded by his 
colonel te gg on a denerens plot againſt the French, 
with lorces that were unlikely to atchieve the enterprize, 
the captain adviied the eviencl te fend but halt fo many 
men; Why lo, ſaid the colonel, Becauſe, replied the cap- 
tain, they are enough to be killed, 


A perſon of quality coming into a church to the place 
where ſeveral of his anccitors were burried, aſter he had 
ſaid much in their commendation, and praiſed them for 
worthy men; Well, ſaid he, I am reſelued, if I live, to be 
buried as neur them as pujfcble, 


The biſhop of D m had a flovenly cuſtum of 
keeping one hand always in his breeches, and being cne 
day to bring a bill into the Houſe of Peers relating to a 
proviſion for officers widows, he came with the papers 


in one hand, and the other, as uſual, in his breeches; 


and beginning to ſpeak, I have ſomething in my hand, 
my Lords, ſaid he, for the benefit of the Officers widows. 
Upon which the duke of Wharton, immediately interrupted. 


him, aſked, Iu which hand ny lore, 


In conſequence of a great clamour made at Covent- 


Garden Theatre, on the evening of Edwin's benefit, cn 
their being diſappointed of a Prologue to a new farce, 


as was promiſed, Mr. Edwin came on the ſtage and al- 
ſured them, the gentleman who had undertaken it had 
| broke 
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broke his word, having faithfully promiſed to ſend it him 


that morning, which he had not done; and beſides, 


good folks, cried a wag in the pit, con{:der this is the 
firſt of April, thereſore do not let us be out of humour at 
being made fools of, according to ancient cuſtom, This 
ſtroke let the houſe in a roar, and the piece went on 
without any further interruption, - 


One evening, in a riot at the ſtage door of Drury- 
line, a performer wounded a young fellow (who had 


drawn his ſword upon him) ſlightly in the hand. The 


ſpark preſently after, came into one of the green boxes, 
over the ſtage door. — The play was Macbeth; and in 
the fine ſoliloquy, where be ſces the imaginary dagger, 
the tragedian repeated, and cn thy blade are drops of 
rezzing blood, The young feliow bawls out, Ay, reek- - 
inz indeed. what does your conſcience prick you? you raſcal, 


_ that's my blood you drew jut now, The actor giving 
him a ſevere tide glance, replied, juſt loud enough to 


be heard by him. Dam your bloot, I jay, and then, 
without the leaſt heſitation, went on with the {peech, ſo 


that the major part of the audience ſcarce noticed the 
interruption. 


A London rider, returning h>me from a long journey 
very much fatizued, vent to ſleep at night without per- 
forming ſome duties, which his wife thought it neceſ- 
fary and indiſpenſable for him to go throuzh. The 
next morning, on going into the kitchen, he ſaw his 
boots burning upon the fire, and his ſpurs broke. Upon 
inquiring into the cauſe, kis wife replied, Why, my dear, 


what occajion have you for Loots or jpurs when you have left off 
riding. ED 


k ks well hacws ts thofs who ame in the” bets of 


viliting the treaſury, that the firſt lord's office is upon 


the firſt ttoor, that of the ſecietary of ſtate, at the top 


of the building. Towards the latter end of 198g, when 


Lord North came into Mr. Fox's admiciſtration, as 
G 4 1 ſecretary 


: 


-- 
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ſecretary of ſtate, the firſt day he attended office, til: k- 
ing of his former ſituation, ke was ſor turning into the 
old apartments. No, my lord, favs a perſon with him, 
your preſent office is much higher up. Is it fo ſays his 


lordſhip, why then I find the truth of the old proverb, 
farther on and fare worſe. | 


A merry fellow went to the celebrated Dr. Graham, 
and finding him within, bezged to ſpeak with him in 
the moſt private manner: the Doctor accordingiy took 
him into a room ſecluded almoſt from light, and then 
begged him to explain his caſe; the ſellow urged en the 
Doctor the utmoſt ſecreſy, ſaying, if it ſhould come by 


any means to his friend's ears, he {ſhould be ruined, &c. 


The doctor aſſured him of his taciturnity. Well, ſays 
the ſeilow, I believe Doctor, you are the only man that 
can cure me; the Doctor replied, he had no doubt but 
let his caſe be ever ſo deſperate, he could effect a jer- 
fect cure. The fell;w then begged to deſcribe his diſ- 
order, which he did in the following manner; J have 
been a {a4 raking dog, and ſo—Oh, ſays the Doctor, I 


underſtand you, I have made that diſorder my conſtant 


ſtudy, as ſuch can remove it in the moſt obſlinate 
cies. — Well, goes on the ſellow, as I was coming up 
Fleet-ſtreet— you picked up a lady, I ſuppoſe, ſays the 
Doctor, — no, ſays the fellow, but fecing one of your men 
giving bills away, I tcok one, and having occaſion a little 


aſter to avacuate, I uſed one of vour bills, which proved fo 


mall, that I beſouled my fingers, therefore all I beg is, 
that you would print them on larger paper to prevent lthe acci- 
dents in future, 


A ſemale ſharper having looked out ſeveral pieces of. 


ſilks at a mercer's ſacing the above celebrated Doctor's, 


alter having a bill and receipt finiſhed, begged the man 
of the ſhop to ſend them over to the doctor's in a few. 


minutes, and ſhe would there pay for them. The lady 
afterwards went to the Doctor's, whom ſhe begged to 
ſpeak with, and then accoſted him as follows, Doctor, 

: I have 


( 


1 have a very near relation of mine, who has been a 
very great take, and has thereby contracted a moſt vile 
diſorder, he is withal ſo very modeſt, that he will not 
conieis his diſorder to any one, and indeed TI found it 
out by mere accident? I have by a ſtrategem of pretend- 
ing you want fis, perſu:zded him to viſit you, and 
hope you will inliſt on knowins his diſorder; and if you 
will elfectnally cure him, I will molt thankfully repay 


* 


the obligation. The doctar aſſned her he would com- 


ply with her ꝛcueſt, and he did not doubt but he ſhould 
make a perfest cave of him. The lady then retired, 
and going down ſtairs, met the man with the ſilks, 
which ſhe tos iron hin. ſaying, Go te the Dodtor who 


is up ſtairs, and „ wil pay you for lem. The miſ- 


underſtanding that then mull take place, is better con- 


ceived than expreſſed; but no duubt when they came to 


perfectly underſtand cach other, they muſt admire the 
ingenuity and the plan; the doctor would laugh with 
reaſon, while the poor mercer would hardly know whether 
to laugh or cry. 


A couple of Iriſhmen from the country of Kilkenny, 
meeting together, one had got lately married, Arrah, 
fays the firſt, and how d'ye, and ſo you are after be- 
ing married. Yes, faith, ſaid the other, this eight weeks 
or too months. Ay, faith, ſays Patrick, twalh fery 
uakindly done of you, not to invite me to the wedding 
aſter it was over, that I might na' been aſter throwing 
the ſtocking: weil, now, and what ſort of a wife have 
you got? for upon my ihoal, I ſhall never recover m 
ſurprize if you do not tell me, and what fort of a family 


you're aſter getting? Why, Partrick, ſays Conno, you 
kn:z I am a coal wiate, aud jhe is coal black, and all our fa- 


7 


mity is like to te e- balls. 

A country ſellbw overthrew a cart full of onions into a 
pool cf water, Ha, faid he, there wants nothing but ſalt and 
vatmeal to make good porridge. 
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A certain Auctionecr's coach happened a few even- 
ings ago, to prevent ſome nobleinen's carriages drawing 


up alter the play, Lord ⁊ — — deſired the coachman 


to drive off; at the ſame time calling to the owner, 


| Mr. Auctioneer, your coach is a going a going, a going.” 
It is gene! to the great mortification of the Auctioneer, 


and the mirth of every one preſent, 


Wbilſt an ode of Cibter's was one day performing at 


court; Cibber being preſent, a popinjay of ſtate wanted 


to cuter jato converlation with him. Cibber cut him 
ſhort by ſayine— My aeur Lord, te ſilent, J only now, want 
70 tear my Oc N non lenſe. | | 


Lord Melcombe, whoſe Diary was publiſhed a few 


years ſince, to the diferace of his memory, as is proved 


him to be a mean, finftunting, vernal character, was, 
when his name woas plain bubd, intenced by the admi- 
niſtration of that time to be ſent ambafador to Spain. 


While this matter was in comtemplation, Lord Cheſter- 


held met him, and touched upen the prepoſed embaſ- 
ty, told Publ that he did not think him by any means 
it to be the repreſentative of the crown of Eugland, at 
the Spaniſh Court, Bubb begged to krow the ground 
of his objection, Why, {aid his lordſhip, your name 
is much too thort, - Bub ue do you think the 
Spaniards, a peovle who pride themſelves on their fa- 


mily honours, and the length of their titles, will ſuppoſe 


a man can poſſeſs any diznitv cr importance with a 
name of one ſyllable; and which is pronounced in a ſe- 
cond? No, my friend, you muſt not think of Spain 


unleſs you make ſome addition to your name. Bubb 


delired his lordſhip to ſay, what he would have him do; 


Lord Cheſterfield paufinz a moment, exclaimed, 1 
have it—u lat do you think of calling yourjelf, Silly 


Bubb. . 


A captain of a man of war, who had got a circle round 
him in one of the rooms at Bath, whom he was enter- 
| taining 


1 


taining with ſome wonderful phenomenon which he had 
ſeen at ſea; when looking round, and peiceiving a 
gentle nan laugh, he grew 5nerv, and ſail, he did not 
believe him. Why, tail the gentleman, did you tre 
it? Yes, 1 did, anſwered the Captain. Well, it you 
ſaw it, laid the gentlemen, I would believe it; but | would 
nut beliete i: if | had ſeen it myſelf, : 

] ke captain, huwever, ſoon after returned the com- 
pliment; in the centieman was one of thoſe who ſhot 


with a long bew. or in other words, paid but little re- 

gard to truth. in his failies of wit and humour; and 
| having told a moit enſounted ſtory, the captain gave A 
| hem; upon which the other made up to him; and lo, 


captain, ſays he, you won't believe this? Why, yes, 
ſays the coptain, I will to oblige you;—tut I rwrould not 
believe ſuck another damned lie for any man upcn the face of the 
earth, | 


A perſon deſcribing a ſnuff box he had ſeen, which 
was an Egyptian pebble ſet in pinchbeck, faid it was 
a vipſey's rupple ſet in pinch-guts . 


Lady Groſvenor being aſleep in her clofet, with the 
Adventures of Peregrine Pickie before her, her Lord 
happened to ſtep in, and looking over the book without 
waking her, took the liberty to change it for the Prac- 
tice of Piety, and fo left her. When ſhe awaked, ſhe 
preſently perceived the trick, and his lordſhip entering 
while the book was yet in her hand, he took occaſion to 
compliment her on her ladylhip's reformation. Nay, 
nay, anſwered the lady, let our retormation go hand 
in hand, I beleech you—When you, my Lord prac- 
tiſe the Whole Duty of man, then I will read the Practice of 
Piety. | | 


When Swift was a young man, and by no means known 
in the literary world, he happene1 to be ſtanding in a 
careleſs manner with his back to the fire at Old Slaugh- 


ter's cofſee-houſe; a gentleman juſt oppoſite to him, 


Vv 
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who was ſuperſcribing a letter, ſceing a raw-boned aw k- 
ward fellow rather engrols the fire, calls out, Pray, 
young man, have you got any jand atcut you ? No, friend, 
ſays Swift, but I have got ſome gravel, and if you will give 
me ycur letter, 1 will piſs upon it directly. 


Two comedians belonging to Covent Garden Theatre, 
having a wager about which of them ſung the beſt, they 
agreed to refer it to Dr. Arne, who undertook to be 
arbitratcr on this cccaftion—— A day was accordingly 
agreed on, and but}: the parties executed to the beſt of 
their abilities before him. As ſoon as they had firiſhed, 
the doctor proceeded to give judgment in the following 
manner: As for you, Sir, aadtefhing himſelf to the 
Fiſt, you are by much the worji finger J ever heard in 
my life. Ah, ſaid the other, exulting, J knew I ſhould. 
win my wager. Stop, Sir, ſays the doctor, I have a word 
to ſay to ycu before you go, which is this, that as fer yu, 
Sir, you cannot ,n at all, | | ET 


A certain ſmatterer in letters, being one day at the 
Bediord coffce-houſe, took it into his head to abuſe 
with great freedom all the modern literati, obterving 
that there was very little wit, humour, or learning in 
the preſent zge. Some time after Doctor Hayes, weil 
known by the name of Ccunt Hayes, came into the 
room, when a gentleman was telling him how his friend 
had been abuſing the woderns, I have nut the lev doubt 
of his ill nature, favs Hayes, fo he would the ancients tov, 4% 
6 , if le knew ieir names. 


Weben the Duke of Grafton was a boy, he lived very 
much with his unt, the Counteſs of Harrington, 
and at this time of life, (though of a very thin de- 
lic:te c vftitutin pr ve evident iens of an amcrous diſ- 
potitic n,—-Ameny. therelt of his amours, he very warmly 
lolicited my lady's woman, and cone evening behaved fo 
indecently to ber, that the wos under the neceſſity of 
comjlatuing to ber ledy, How is this, Sir, ſays her 

: | lad y- 
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ludyſhip, that you can behave fo rude in my houſe ? 

lord, madam, ſays the other, to tell you the truth, Nancy 

did look ſo charming, fleſh and blood could nt refrat. 

Come, come, Charles, returned her la-lv{hip, let me hear 

no more of ſuch doings in this houſe: it may be an 

excule for fleſh and blood: but / am ſure it can be none for {run 
aud bone. 


A gentleman named Ball, being about to purchaſe a 
cornetev in a regtment of horſe, was preſented to the 
Colonel for appiobation, who, being a nobleman, declared 
he did not like tae name, and would have no balls in his 
regiment : No, nor poteder neither, faid the gentlemau, if your 
lord hip could helv it. 


A perſon | in London, writing, or rather meaning to 
write to a ſriend in the country, to direct to him at "the 
Saracen's Head, Snownill, or at Mr. Joceiyn's, an apothe- 
cary, under the Piazza, Covent Garden, wrote as fol- 
lows: Dyezredi for me, a! the Serieant's Flead, n Sockal, 
or at M.. Jaw ſings potty carrier, under the Flis Common 
Garin. | 


A certain Irin gentleman making ſtrong love to a 
great fortune, told her, ke cord not fleep for dreaming 


of her. 


When the Coterie was firſt eſtabliſhed, one of the ge 
n2ral rules was, hot tic meinbers, male or femnle, mire 
rie! or unmarried, made a club; one of the elderly 
ladies, nut oy very lerup! Alous in ous re, was however, 
for making an Iteratin in this rule, by iniiſting on the 
number being , ree; kor, ſays the, inpp./ſe a lady and a 
gentleman might happen to meet 6&4, would it nut be 
a very awkwar] fituation? Not at all, madam, ſaid 
Lord Har Zn, wha happened to be prelent, ſor 


you know, a gentleman and a lady can reauily mate a 
lars 


Upon 
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an extraordinary ccaſien, there was a ball at 


4 „mee ned in it were made up of 
5 „d Gies. The Ghiiers whor came 
In Ciba ns, cm tary io their expectations, 
to be lprurtd up in e ir bei „ aths, with ew into 


an ther r. im te u {th weir t Fe's, 4 1 b uſh th: iſeives; 
when, the herd of the Colitiry, who wan ante cunning 
than the reſt, faii to ther; I. K *, jads, 11 is 411 
ſruitlels pains; if vou witl be + ed by me, „tes go 
into the gient rom, ii jeh mig the ie: vs for 
their places; and I will en, aο,ẽQM u evan moke ops 
ſelve as clean as thez are, ue ir.uill ,ẽõ:ꝝꝛ Maße them us Hie us 
ourſelves, | 


A woman havire a croſs-grain'd huſcand, terd to 
pleaſe, the defired tim to write down what fl} hould 
do, 2nd what ſhe ſhyuld not do, that ſhe might nor err 
in her jerfcormance: This was done, and the weil ob- 
ſerved her rules; when one day geing a mile or two to 
vilit a friend, the go:d man got light headed ard on 
bis return home, he reeled into a ditch, calling to his 
wife to he!p him ut. Inieed huſband, ſaid ſhe, I re- 
member no ſuch article in my orders; but I'll go home 
and lee, ond it there be, I'll come and help you: cr 
elle you mult get out as well as you can, fer I am reſolved not 
to break them. 


Once as the prince of Conde was paſling on foot thrcugh 
à town in France, under his father's government, the 
chief magiſtrate of the place, who was an old man, met 
him, and began to make an oration with the beſt rhe- 
toric he could. But the prince being in a frolicſome 
humour, tock advantage of a very low congee the old 
gentleman made him. The magiſtiate not taking any 
notice of this wild prank, turned very gravely: about, 
and addreſſed himſelf with a new obedience, but not ſo 
low as the former. However, the nimble prince catch'd 
him upon the half bend, and ſetting his hands upon the 
old monſieur's ſhoulders, whipt over again a ſecond 

| | time; 
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time; which quite ſpoiled his intended ſpeech, to the great 
diverſion of all the ſpectators. : 


A conſtable whoſe name was tt, being upon the 
watch, a jolly fellow who had ſome little knuwiedge of 
him, was brought before him; and then demandins 
where the conſtable was, the other flruttins with his 
ſtaff, ſ1id, I am he. You are Rt the conſtable, replied 
the other. Then ſaid Mr, conſtable Nor, I ſay I am 
the conſtable, and that you ihall find to your ſorrow, if 
you dare denv my authority once more. You do not 
hear me, replied the other, deny vour authority ; for I 
ſay, you are Nott th. conjtable, Well, take him to the 
cumpter. And the next morning the Conſtable's igno- 
rance appearing, in not knywing his own name, when 
he heard it, he wos ordered to pay the fees: and give the 
party he had committed a treat of a guinea, to be friends 
with him. 


During Lord Townſhenl's reivience in Dublin as 
viceroy, he often went in diſguile through the city. He 
had heard much of the wit of a inne black, known by 
the name of blind Peter, whoſe ſtand was always at the 
Globe c-otiee-houſe door; having fonnd him out, he 
ſoppe.l to get is boots cleaned, which was no ſooner 
done than his lordſhip a ked Peter to give him change 
for half a guinea? Half a guinea! your honour, ſaid 
the ragged wit, change for half a guinea from me! b 
G, Sir, you may as well a/k a Highlander f r a kneebuckle, —- 
_ His lordihip was ſo well pleaſed, that he left him the bit 
of gold and walked off, o 


The firſt night the pantomime of Fortunatus was per- 
formed laſt ſeaſon, at Drury-lane Theatre, a player was 

placed at the wing to go on and relieve one of the petrified 
figures that appeared in ſucceſſion in that piece Go on! 

go! ſaid the Prompter, when it came to his turn, tis not 
my turn yet ſaid the fellow, 1 am not to go on till Mr. 
Grimaldi is putyiſed. 

The 
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The day beſore Miſs Satchell was married, ſhe was in 
company where the merit of the great Kemble was the 
topic; a lady turned to Miſs Satchell and aſked her, with 
a ſignificant ſmile, which was the great Kemble? Upon 
my word, ſaid the young lady, with a deep bluſh, I can- 
net now inform you. In a day or two aſter the nu; tials, 
the lady paid her a viſit of congratulation, and aſked her 
it the great Kemble had been to viſit her? Vitit me! vilit 
me! ſaid the pony bride, Lora, ny dear, I am in. pogeſſcon 
of the great henule / 


The late Dr. Howard, of pleaſant memory, collecting 
a brief with the pariſh officeis of St. George's, South- 
wark, where be had beer, many years rector, called among 


the reit of the iuhabitants, on a grocer, with whom 


he had a running account; to prevent being firſt aſked 
tor a ſctilement, inqui ing if he was not ſome trifle in 
his debt. On re/-r:ing to the l1:dger there appeared a 
balance oi 178. in faveur of the tradeſman; the doctor 
had recourſe to his pocket, aud pulled out ſome half- 
pence, a little filver, and a guinea, Mr. Fig, eveing the 
latter with a degree of ſurprize, exclaimed, . Ged, 


Sir, yu {cen to have got a ffranger there? Indeed! have 


Mr. Fig, repliel the wit, returning it again very delibe- 
rately 1.to his rocket, du dg we fart de Hall be better 
uciuEe ed. | 


The foillywing anecdote has been eld by an ame- 
rican gemleman vio arrived a lew days ago in London, 
and may be Ceperced on as a fact, -- When the Britiſh 
od A mer ican Urinies were ner each other in the neigh- 
bouibuod of Germin Tewn, five Heſhan ſoldiers, who 
kad frrans ie into the woods, and loſt their way, were met 


by an leihman, wuo was a private in Wathington's. 
army: he im wediately preſented his piece, and deſired 


thein to fur.en er; they luppeling that he was ſupported 
by a paity of the enemy, did as he directed, and threw 
dowu their ara, He then marched them before him 
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to the American lines, and brought them to head quat- 
ters. General Waſhington wondering at the ſpirit and 
atchievement of the ſellow, 2{ked him, how ke, a {ingle 
man, could capture five? Why, ſays the Iriftinon, ſeaſe 
your Exceilency, by Jaſus, I ſurrounded them !/-——— 1e Gene- 
ral, who was feldom known even toſmile, laughed heartily 
at the bull, gave him a ſum of money, and promoted him 
to a halbert. Fe | 


An Engliſhman and Du:chman diſputing about the 
goodneſs of their different countries; ſays the Dutcn- 
man your country thinks of nothing but guttling, and 
even the names of your places have a reference to it, 
you have your Portſmouths, your Dartmouths, your Ex- 
mouths; and you are all mouths together. Ay, re- 
plies the Engliſhman, and you nave your AmYercams, 
and your Rotterdams,— aud G— d—— you al! together, 


fay J. 


The D. I. O. of Lady Wallace, was a joke in circula- 
tion ſome time ago at Bath A filly cuſtom took place 
among the affected people of faſhion who frequented 
that place, of uſing initials in their cards, inſtead of in- 
telligible words. The card left on taking leave of the 
place was P. P. C. which turned into language, was 
Pur prende cong.— A plain Engliſhman, to ridicule 
this affectation, left a card at every houſe where be had 
viſited, with the letters D. I. O. which engaged the curi- 
olity, and exerciſed the penetration of the tabbies at 
the tea table for a week, when the gentieman, in a letter 
to a friend, condeſcending to tell them its meaning, viz. 


Damme, Fam off. 


Madam Rollan, who lately died at Paris, was a 
principal dancer at Covem-Garden, as far back as fifty 
years paſt, when ſhe was held in that public eſteem, 
that having one day ſprained ker ancle, no leſs an actor 
than Quiz was ordered by the managers to make an 
apology to the audience, for her not oppearivg in the 
Eh dance 
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dance Quin who in addition to his aver ſion of the French» 


looked upon all dancers as the mere garniſh of the ſtage 3 
at firſt demurred, but being threatened with a forfeiture» 
he growlingly came forward, and in a courſe way, thus 
addreſſed the audience, | 
Ladies and Gentlemen, | 

Jom detired by the manager to inſorm you, that 
the darice intended for this night, is obliged to be 
poſtponed on account of Mademoiſelle Rollan having 
_ diſlocated her ancle, / u it had been her neck, the B.ä— 
dame. 


Macklin being aſked by a gentleman in the boxes, the 
other night, what fort of a dancer Madam Rollan was ? 
he repiied, why, Sir, about kaif a century ago we kad nothing 
like her. | | 


Mr, Palmer going home after the buſineſs of the 


Theatre was concluded one evening, ſaw a man lying 


upon the ground, with another upon him beating him 
moſt violently. Upon this he remonſtrated with the upper - 
moſt, telling him that his conduct was unfair, and that he 
ought to let his opponent get up, and have an equal 


chance with him. The fellow drolly turned up his face 


to Mr. Palmer, and drily replied. Faith, Sir, if you-had 
been at as much trouble to get him down as I have, you would 
Rot be for letting him get up ſo readily. 5 


When the celebrated Nan Catley was making one of 
her annual excurſions to Ireland, in company with ſome 


of her brethren and ſiſters of the ſtage, the weather was 


ſo bad in going from H-lyhead tv Dublin, that moſt of 
the paſſengers bept in the cabin, Juſt as they were 
entering Dublin bay, a heavy tea laid the veſſel down, 
after ſweeping every thing from the deck. A well- 
known miſter of muſic poppine Mis head up to inquire 


what was the matter; Catley anſwered him, Oh, Sir, it is 


onſy water parted from the Sea in a forte ſirain. 


A phy- 
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A phyſician who lived in London, viſited a lady who 
lived at Chelſea; after continuing his viſits for ſome 
time, the lady expreſſ+d 2n apprehenſion, that it might be 
i:convenient for him to come fo far on her account On, 
mala, replied rhe dott :r, | hive another patient in this 
nei hbourhood, and by that means, you know, 1 kill toe 
birds with one ſtone. 


Alexander the Great, ſeeing Diogenes, wo was look» 
ing attentively at a large collection of human bones, 
piled one upon another, aſked the philoſopher what he 
was looking for? 1 am /erchinz, ſays Diogenes, for the bones 
of your ff, vat cant ditinguih them from thoſe of lis 
Haves, | 


A poor player having lent one of his comrades a ſmall 
matter, ſpoke to him one night behind the ſcenes, in 
Covent-Garden Theatre, By G—, Tom, th2ſe two 
guineas I I2nt you ought to be paid me; you known I am 
in great diſtreſs, Do not talk to me about it, ſaid the 
other, by heavens, within this week I will take care to pay 
you in ſome Hape or other, You will oblize me, replied, 
the creditor, and pray let it be as muck in the /hape of two 
guineas as ble. 


An extravagant young fellow, who was very forward 
to ſpend his money, though he could but ill afford it, 
being one evening in company in a public houſe where 
it was propoſed to ſpend ſix-pence a piece; the young 
ſpendthrift not contented with this reaſonable expence, 
inſiſted that it ſhould be a ſhilling; ſaying he knew no 


difference between a thillins and ſix- Hence. To which a fly old 


eeconomilt replied, But you will, young gentleman, when you 
come to be worth but eigteen pence. 


| Beau Naſh took a hack one night at Temple Bar, and 
bade the man drive to Berkley-ſquare. The tellow, 
who had been wiſhing for the uſual time of his going 
home, ſwore as he was mounting the box, that he 


_ ſhould 
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ſhould be glad to drive his fare to hell. Do you con- 
{:der, ſaid Naſh, when they were come to Berkley-1quare, 
that if you had driven me to hell, as you ſaid juſt now, 
you ſhould be glad to do, you muſt have gone there yourſelf. 
— You miſtake, Sir, rcplied the fellow, for ! / ould hace 
bacied you its | | 


A certain lord Chancellor cf a neighbouring b-ng- 
dom, was no better than the ſon of an alewiſe. While 
he was in this high ſtation, a countrvman, whi held a 
conſiderable farm under him, came one day to pay him 
a large ſum for rent. Dinner was juſt over, and my 
Lord was drinking a bottle with ſome gueſts cf quality ; 
knowing his tenant, though a ruſtic, to be a man of 


ſome vanity, he thought he ſhould gratify that in a bia 


degree, by admitting him into the dining room, and 
therefore, with an apology, begged his company's per- 
miſſion for ſo doing. He was accordingly introduced, 
and, after a ſew ſcrapes, ſeated himſelf modeſtly enough 
at an end of the ſide- board. A few complimental queſ- 
tions being over, about his health, and that of his good 


wife and children, my lord told kim, there were variety 


of liquors; but that, as he ſuppoſed, wine (being unuſed 
to it) might not be altogether ſuitable to his palate, the 
butler ſhould fill him a bumper of good October. The 
Farmer had ſcnſe encugh to take this degradation of his 
taſte for an affront, and was reſolved to revenge it. He 
drank the beer, and, when it was down, ſmacked his 


lips, as if he was highly pleaſed, My lord fancying 
that to be the cale, merrily aſked him how ke liked it? 


Why, really, replied the arch rogue, ] cannot fav but that 
it is very good; and yet, by my faith, I think that I have arank 
better at your weitier's, the Crooked Billet, formerly, Jor tio» 
Feiice Per quart # | | 


Two gentlemen, who were near neighbours and inti- 
mates lived very happily many yea1s with their reſpec- 
tive wives. At length one of the huſband's dying, and 
likewile the wife of his friend, the two ſurvivors, aſter 

es a certain 


„ 


a certain time, thought proper to make a match. But, 


though each of theſe had been very happy in a former 


marriage, they were now quite otherwiſe, and there 
was no agieement between them. The hiſband open- 


ing himſelf hereupon to one of his acquaintances, I 


cannot conceive, ſaid he, how it is; I was very happy 
with my firſt wife; io was my preſeit wiſe with ber 
former huſband; and yet vie cannct agree by any 
means; but there are everlaſting ſquabbles between us. 
Tis very ſtrange, Not ſo ſtrange vs you ſeem to think 
it, faid his acquaintance, 1 cen explain it very eaſily, 
Of you four perſons, you two huſbands with your two 


wives, there were t that were d iſe, and two that were joolith, 


Ile two wiſe ones were taken away, and the two fools are left 
alive. | 


Some time ago, Mr. Wilkes, dining at Dolly's 
Chop-houſe, met with one of the aldermen; who, though 


againſt him in the city, he very civily accoſted. To 


which the other made as ſurly and churlith a reply. Hows 
ever, Wilkes took no further notice, than tipping a 
wink to his companion. Preſently the aldermin began 
to be very riotous for his dinner, frequently calling out, 
My fleak, my fieak, my ſteak! which at length was 
brought him: then Wilkes, turning to his next neich- 
bour, ſaid pretty loud, pray, Sir, obſerve the differ- 


ence between Dully's Chop-houſe and the Bear-garden. 


There the bear is bro:ght to the ſlake; here the ſteak is brought 
to the bear. Tu 


An Oxford ſcholar, who piqued himſelf on being a wag, 
was accoſted on the road to London, by a perſon who 
aſked him which was the neareſt way to Tyburn? Why, 
replied the Oxonian, the neareſt way you can take, is to ſtop the 
firſt perſon you meet, and demand his money - Are you ſure 
of that? replied the traveller, then drawing a piſtol out 


of his pocket, as J am for expedition, your money this inſtant, 
| The wag fubmitted to his demand, and paid fix guineas 


for his joke, „ 
; | Quin, 


, ru on VO I ——— —⅛ — 


| kdeting a while, Tai, that there my wanted a note 


( 14 


Quin having had an invitation from a certain noble- 
man, who was reputed to keep a very elegant table, to 
dine withhim; and having no manner of averſion to a 
good 1epaſt, he accordingly waited on his lordſhip, 


but ſound the regale far from anſwering his expectati- 
ons— Upon his taking leave, the ſervants, who were 


Very numerous, had ranged themſelves in the hall. Quin 
finding that il he gave to esch of them, it would amount 
to a pretty larye tum, sſked, Which was the cook? who 


_ readily anfwe.ed, Me, Sir. He then inquired for the 


butler, who was as quick in reply as the other; when 
he faid to the fiſt, Eere is half a crown for my eating : 
and to the (tier, Here is ue Heillings for my wine; but, 
ly G - , gentlemen, I never made ſo bad a dinner for the money 


in my life. 


A punſter going along the Strand, when a great mob 
of {ſpectators was gathering to fee a maleſactor pals to 
his execvtion at Charing-crols, aſked a genteel perſon, 
who was nanding in the crowd, What was the name of 
the fellow going to be hanged ? He anſwered, one Vourl / 
— Ah! ſaid the querielt, Do en know which of them it is, 
Sir, for there are ſeveral of that nume? No, returned the 
other, I do not. Well ſaid the wag, this however is 
certain, and J am very glad ol it, that it is neither 


U ncr I. 


Pope, who, whatever his other good qualities might 
be, ceitainly was not much troubled with good nature, 
was one evening at Burton's coffee houſe, where he and 
a ſet of literal: had got pouring over a menz/cript of the 
Greek comic poet Ariſtophanes, in which they found a 
paſſage they could not comprehend. As they talked 
pretty loud, a young officer, who ſtcod by the fire, heard 
their conſerence, and begged that he might be per- 
mitted to look at the paſſage.— Oh! (favs Pope Be- 
caſtically) by all means, pray /et the young gentleman look 
at it; upon which the officer took up the book, and con- 


of 


1 


of i-tcrrozation to make the whole inteiligible, which was 
xeally the caſe. And pray maſter, fays Pope (piqued 
perhaps at being out done by a rcd chat) whit ig a note 
of interrogation ?—A note of interrogathint (leplied the 


youth, with a look of the utmoſt contempt, 15 a lutle 


croo%d thing Vat alts qeims! Lis aid, hawever, that 
Pope was fo delightei with the wit, that he forgave the 
ſarcaſm on his perſon. 


An Engliſhman and a Welchman diſputing in whoſe 
country was the belt living. Said the Welchman, there 


is ſuch noble huuſekeeping in Wales, that J have known 


about a dozen cooks employed at one wedding dinner. 
Ay, anſwered the Engliſhman, that was becauſe every man 
toaſted his own che ſe. 


When it was reported that Dr. Ford, one of the Pa- 
tentees of Drury-lane, had ſuſtained a conſiderabſe loſs 
by not ſucceeding in opening a coal pit, near Oxford, 
a certain genius at the bedtord, ſaid, he muſt certainly 
be very avaricious, or elſe he might content himſelf with 
the opening of the pit in Urury-lane, which was ſuperior 
in value to any coal pit in England; end with 
reſpect to the vein he ſhould endeavour to diſcover, it 


was the true vein of humour, ſuited to the taſte of the 
town, | 


A young lady aſked a widow her opinion of matrimony, 


Oh madam, anſwered ſhe, it would be a heavenly life, 


if the firſt nizht would laſt always. 


A great crowd being gathered about a poor cobler, 
who had juſt died in the ſtreet, a man aſked Alexander 


— what was to be ſeen? Only a Ccbler's end, replied 
"wi 


A ſmart fellow, thinking to ſhew his wit one night 
at a tavern, called to the drawer. Here, Mercury, 


ſaid he, take away this bottle full of emptyneſs. Said one of 


the company, Do you ſpeat that, Jack, of your own head. 
| 1 
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Quin one dav, after a pretty long walk, dropt into a 
chop-houle not far ſrom Somerſet Houſe, and aſking 
the miſtreſs what ſhe had ready, ſhe replied that there 
was ſome nice veal à la-cauve quite hot. Well then, 
ſaid he, let me have ſome daubed veal, I think you call 
it. A plate was accirding brought him, which he 
preſently diſpatched, and had another; this was gone in 
a trice, and he h-d a fourth fifth, and ſixth, which 


might perhaps altogether weigh about three quarters of 
a pound. Upon inquiring what was to pay, the miſ- 


treſs told him tzelv2 ſhillmgs, By G, madam, it muſt 
be a miſtake; how do you ſell your daubs a pound? 


Sir, the replied rather pertly, we do nt fell it by the 


pound! No. ſaid he, I find you do nut; but by G—, 


Jou ſe: lit half a crown an oun e. 


The Empreſs of Germany aſked a French officer if the 
princeſs Royal of France was, as the world reported her, 


the moſt beautiful Princeſs in Europe, I thought her ſo Yeſter- 


day, anſwered the polite Frenchman. 


Some ladies i in the green room, whoſe legs were remark- 


able pretty, and as ſuch diſplayed them by ſhort petti- 


coats, were mentioning an excurſion and entertainment 
they had at Richmond - that there were not proper vegeta- 


bles: ſome liked peas - ſome liked cauliflowers—at laſt it 


came to Quici's; for my port, ſays Jack, ladies in your 
company ſhould have been contented with turn ups. 


An officer of a diſbanded regiment applying to the 
maſter of the forces for his arrears, told him that he 
was in the moſt extreme want, and on the point of dying 


with hunger. 1 he treaſurer, ſeeing him of a jovial f 


and ruddy aſpect, told him that his countenance belied 
his complaint. Good, my lord, replied the officer, for 
heaven's ſake do not miſta ke; the viſſage you ſee is not mine, 
but my landlady's, for jhe has fed me on | Credit for above twelve 
months, 

s 
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A perſon one day meeting old Beveridge, aſked him 
how he did? Beveridge replied, if I anſwer you in Latin, 
I am fic, fic; if in Engliſh, ſo, ſo. Well done, my old 
friend, ſays he, I think that is a good ſo ſo ſort of a pun. 


A wench complained to a juſtice, that Mr. Shuter 
would have refreſhed ker; Though mean'ſt raviſbed, ſaid the 
juſtice, Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I meant ſo indeed. I warrant, 
replies the juſtice, this rogue has raviſhed thee. many a 
time before now? Yes, 1 ſaid ſhe, to aggravate the mat · 
ter, twenty times at leaſt. 


Acompany of goſſips, at a _ woman's labour, when 
the buſineſs was over, began to diſcourſe about the walking 
of ſpirits, which ſome affirmed to have ſeen, while others 
doubted of their appearance. But at laſt the midwife, 
whoſe judgment bore a great ſway, delivered her judg- 
ment thus: For my part, I have gone up and down all 
hours in the night, and yet, heaven be praiſed, I never ſaw 
any thing worſe than myſelf; though of my conſcience, I 


| believe I ſaw the devil once. 


Beau Naſh ſoliciting a noblemen for a ſubſcription to a 
public charity, his lordſhip being ſomewhat out of temper, 
put him off, telling him he* would confider of it; but 
Naſh begged his lordſhip would give him a poſitive an- 
ſwer, yes or no. To which the nobleman replied, No, I 
tell you no; I thank your lordfhip, ſays Naſh, taking out 
his liſt, how much ſhall I fet you down? What do you 
mean by thanking me? returned the nobleman, when 1 
gave you a negative, Hold, my Lord, returned Naſh, you 
{aid no, twice, and facet not inform your lordihip, that two 
negatives make an affirmative Which repartee ſo pleaſed the 
nobleman, that he gave him a handſome . ption. | 


A humouriſt aſked 2 citizen the aches day, whether he 
would ſooner kiſs a pretty gi, or partake-of a good. feaſt ? The 


citizen - 
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citizen honeſty replied, that he ſhould prefer the latter. 
To which the wag archly rejoined, I never thought you 2 
man of the ton before, but 1 find now that yeu have more taſte 
than feeling. 


One ſeeing a painter write falſe Engliſh on a tomb- 
None in a country church yard, told him of it. Phoh, 
faid he, ] know what I do well enough; for the peoſ lle 
here are jo penurious that they will not go to ihe charge of good 
Englifb. | rc 
A gentleman writing a letter to his wiſe, 2s he was 
fitting at a table at a coffee · houſe, perceived he was over- 
looked by an Iriſhman. Afte he had wrote a line or two 
he goes on. My dear, I ſhould be more particular, but 
that I am overlooked by an impudent Irith fon of a whore, 
that ſtands behind me. What do you mean, ſays Jada), by 
abuſing me in that mauer? Do I over look you, 
5 „„ , | | 
Mr. Harley falling into company with a ſea-offcer, 
at Bath, and the diſcourſe turning upon hunting, the ca p- 
tain gave the iollowing deſcription cf a chaſe ;— Our horles 
being compleatly rigged, we manned them to«their full 
compliment, and the wind being at north and by eaſt, 
at ſeven anti-meridian, a, fleet of twenty, ſet ſail over 
the Downs. In about three quarters of a watch, we eſpicd 
a hare under full gale; we tacked, and ſicod aſter her, 
crouded all the fail we cculd? but coming cloſe up to her, 
{he tacked, and we tacked, upon which tack 1 had like to 
| have run aground; however, getting cloſe off, I ſtocd after 
her again; but unluckily, juſt as we were about to lay her 
aboard, being too much wind, my horſe and I overſet, and 
came keel upwards,” . | 


A fellow hearing one ſay, according to the Italian 
proverb, That three women wake a market with their chatter- 
ing; Nay, then, ſaid be, add my wife: oo them and they will 
make @ fur | FO es 535 


A poor 
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A poor man and a wealthy farmer had a ſuit at law; 
the poor man gave the lawyer a pot of oil, and was told 
that his cauſe was good: but no fomner was he gone, 


than the farmer came and preſented a fat hog, The 


cauſe came on, and the farmer gained the day. The 
poor man after the trial, went to expoſtulate with the 
lawyer for his baſe conduct, ſaying, When I gave vor 
2 pet of oil you ſaid my caule was good, but you have 
entirely neglected it. Poor man, ſaid the lawyer, I am 
ſorry for thee? but you was no ſooner gone, than a fat 
hog came in and brol.e your pot of cil, which put the cauſe 
quite out of my head. | 


A perſon bought a pair of horns, and brought them 
home; his wiſe aſked what he meant: he ſaid, to hang 
his hat on. Good lord, ſays ſhe, cannot you teep your hat 
on ycur head. 2 


Doctor Barton being in company with Doctor Naſh, 
who had juſt printed two hcavy ſolios, containing the 
antiquities of Worceſterſhire, the warden humourouſly ob- 
ſerved to the Doctor, that his publication was deficient 
in ſeveral reſpects. Dr. Naſn, as was but natural, 
endeavouring to defend his volumes in the belt manner 
he was able. Pray, Doctor, are not you a jultice of 
peace?” I am,” replied tie Doctor. Then,” .ſays 
Barton, ** I adviſe you to fend your work to the Houſe of 
Correction. | 


During the time of the attack on Sullivan's Illand, 


General Lee was one day reconnoitering the commu— 


nication made by the b'idge of boats between that place 
and the continent. As the balls whiſtled ab, ut in abun— 


dance, he obſerved one of his aid-de camps, a very young 


man, ſhrink every now and then, and by the motion cf 


his body, wiſhed to cvade, if poſſibly, the hot, Sdeath, 


Sir,” cried Lee, ** what do you mean? Do you dodge? 
Do you known that the king of Pruſſia loſt above an 
hundred aid-de camps in one compaignt” ' So I under- 

| H 2 ſtand 


by 


. ("gs -)- 
Hand, Sir,“ replied the young officer, © but I did not 


think you could ſpare ſo many.” 


A lady aſked an Iriſh gentleman, how he liked Veſtris, 


the dancer. Upon my ſhoul madar:, ſaid the Hibernian, 
I think he handles his legs veey well. | 


George Garrick, being one of Holland's executors, with 5 


his uſual good nature, for no man poſſeiied mote ; un- 


dertook to manage the funeral in a way ſuitable to his 


friend's circumſtances, for which purpoſe he went to Chil- 
wick, and ordered a deſcent vault, and ſuch other pre- 
parations as he thought neceſſary. Holland's father was 
a baker. Foote was invited to the funeral, which he 
certainly attended with unfeigned ſorrow ? for, excluſive 
ok the real concern for the loſs of a convivial companion, 


whenever he had a ſerious moment, he felt with very 


ſtrong ſuſceptibility. While the ceremony was perform- 
ing, Garrick remarked to Focte how happy he was, out of 
reſpect to his friend, to ſee every thing ſo decently con- 
ducted. You fee, ſaid he, what a ſnug family vault we 
have made here. Family vault, ſaid Foote, with tears 
trickling down his cheeks = Danme, if I did not think it had 
been the fumily oven. | 


A man was examined before Sir John Fielding, upon 
a charge of a highway robbery, inſtituted by a gentle- 
man of diſtinction, who ſwore poſitively to every cir- 
cumſtance of the robbery, yet could not identify the 
perſon. In the courſe of the buſineſs, the right honoura- 
ble witneſs ſeemed extremely offended that Sir John 
Fielding ſhould pay the priſoner ſo much reſpect, and 
him, as he thought ſo very little — for which diſcontent 


he received the following rebuke. I am heartily ſorry that 
ycu are offended at my ſoftening the rigour of juſtice with a little 


humgnity. The priſoner is intitled more to my attention than you 
are—becauſe he is unfortunate. If he ſhould be guilty, the law 
is ſevere enough without any exaggeration on my part; but if 


anocent 


( (( 


innocent, how could 1 excuſe mf —by adding inſult to mi For- 


tune? 


plain dealer, and that is the plain truth ! 


from the other inhabitants that they would aſk the ſame 


and the ſtrangers naturally ſaid, if we can get lodgin 
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Dignum, and Moſes Keen, the mimic, were both 
taylors, and intimate friends — Banniſter met them, un- 
der the piazza in Covent Garden, arm in arm 
never ſee thoſe men together, ſaid Charles, but they put 
me in mind of one of Shakeſpeare's commedies. But 
which of them, Banniſter ?—Why, Meaſure for Meaſure. 


An impertinent fellow, who was a ſtranger to Lord 
Guildford, aſked him, in the pit of the oper, who that 
plain lady was, immediately before him?—That lady, 
1aid the noble Lord, is my wife—It is true, that ſhe is a 
plain woman — l am a plain man; you, I perceive, are a 


Shuter was at dinner one day in a promiſcuous company 
— and, as ſoon as the cloth was taken away, one of them 
got up and entreated, as a particular favour, he would be- 
gin to be comical. Gad, ſaid Shuter, I forgot my fool's 
areſs—but however, II go and fetch it, if you'll be my ſubſtitute, 
till I return. The man thought this very comical, and de- 
clared he would. Shuter then took his hat and cane — went 
away, and did not return at all. wo 


At Ipſwich, during the race-week, the landlord of one 
of the principal inns had advertiſed his beds at a guinea 
a piece; and fearing, on account of the exorbitant de- 
mand, that viſitors ſhould be induced to take lodgings, 
he procured, with great cunning and induſtry, a promiſe 


price. What was the conſequence? Ipſwich is very large 


no cheaper at private houſes than at inns, we had better 

be where cur horſes can be taken care of. 7 hus, few private 
lodgings were let, the inns were full, and the landlords laughed at 
the credulity of their neighbours. 


H3 An 
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An Italian, whoſe name is Grimant, aſter he had been 
in England about a month, kappened, as he was ſtrolling 
#dout, to find hinaſelf near Bihlingſgate, ſeeing him a 
Jorejener, he was preſently huſiled about: and in ſhort 
the hih-women and watern:en determined to give him 
what they called a compleat blackguarding. Grimani, 
who ſcarcely underſtood a word cf Engliſh, hearing the 
word dawn frequently uſed, was ſtruck as quick as licht- 
ning with an idea that he ſheuld conquer them with their 
own wenpons. He thought he had nothing to do but to 
think of a number of names unknown to "the mob, and 
therefore began, damn Cicerc, damn Plutarch, damn 
Ariſtotle, damn Demoſthenes, damn Plato, damn, Anax- 
aceras, damn Scipio, damn Agamemnon, damn Achil- 
les, and thus he went on with extrerne volubility, throw- 
ing his muſcles, which was a pretty eaſy thing to do, into 


the utmoſt contortions, till at length one of the mob 


cried out, damme, come alng Jack, ue e ſtand no cl ance with 
this Fellow, he blackgvards ten times better than any one of us. 


Wien Sir Elijah Impey was on his paſſage from 
Tndis, he continually kept in tbe cabin from indiſ 
fition, while her ladyſhip was in very good health, and 
conſtantly on deck. One fine day ſhe coaxed him out 
to enjoy a little air, as he' was walking the deck, 
it having blowed pretty hard the preceding day a ſhark 
was playing by the fide of the ſhip. Having never 
ſeen ivch an object before, he called to one of the 
ſailors to tell him . what it was. Being aſked the queſ- 


tioh : why don't you know, an pleaſe your honour ? faid 


the Jack Tar. No, ſaid Elijah, what is the name 
of it? Why, ' replied the tar, I don't know what name 
they know em by aſhore, but here we call em ſ:a lau - 
_—_ 


A fooliſh dead youth ran away PER his Gina, 
| had got among a moſt low and 3 ſet of ſtrol- 
| lers. 


C 
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lers. A relation, aſter a time, diſcovered him juſt as 


he was going on the ſtage in Amy Richard; and on read» 
ing him a pretty ſevere lecture on his folly and diſ- 
obedience, received an anſwer ſuitable to all the ridicu- 
us conſequence and aſſuming pomp of a mock monarch. 


To which he anſwered; Theſe are hne lofty words, but 'tis 


a great pity, Mr. King Richard, tiat you could not afford 
to buy a better pair of ſhoes, The actor looking at his toes, 
which were ſtaring him in the face, without loſing his vi- 
vacity, cried out, Shoes, O damme, bes are tangs we Kings 
don't land upon. = 


A noble commander, becauſe he could not conceal it, 
was continually boaſting of his riſe from a private man. 
His conſtant expreſſion was, did you ever ſee me do 
ſo and ſo when 1 was a private ſoldier. One day in 
the Iſland of St. Euſtatius, as he was reviewing the 


troops, he took notice of a man in the ranks who was 
very dirty, Going up to him—ſfaid he, How dare 


you appear in that naſty condition, your ſhirt's as 
black as ink! did you ever ſee me with ſuch a dirty 


\ ſhirt? no, your honour, anſwered the man, to be lure, 


your hcnour, I never did, but then your honour will 
pleaſe to recolleR, that your honour's mother—was a waſher 
Woman. 


In one of the engagements with the French, at Cud- 
dalore during the late war, the 104ſt regiment gave way, 
and their places were immediately ſupplied by a batta- 
lion of black infantry; a gentleman ſhortly afterwards in 
company with Colonel Kenedy, then of the Madras Ar- 
tillery, and converſing on the ſubject, ſaid, he was ſuroriſ- 
ed that they gave way! And ſo am I too ſaid the Colonel 
for they are all tried men. How can you make out that? 


ſays the gentleman, for they are a new regiment. Oh, 


by J—s ſays the Colonel, they were all leng ſince tried at the 


old Bailey, 
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An urifaſhionable gentleman called on his taylor to 
pay his bill ſoon after the receipt of it, but not meeting 


with him at home, mentioned to his wife, that a pair of 


nik breeches was charged, which he never ordered. I am 
always willing to pleaſe my huſband's cuſtomers, and if 


you will juſt ſtep into the next room, I will take off your ; 


breeckes immediately. 


A Ducheſs, hearing that a man in a high poſt, where he 

Had an opportunity of fingering a great deal of money, 
had married his kept miſtreſs; Dear me, ſaid foe, that fellow 
3, al ays robbing the public. 


A lawyer, and his clerk riding on the road, the clerk. 
defired to know what was the chief point of the law? His 


maſter ſaid, if he would promiſe to pay for their ſuppers 
that night, he would tell him, which was agreed to. Why 


then, ſaid the maſter, gcod uitneſſes are the chief points in lam. 


When they came to the inn, the maſter beſpoke a couple 
of fow!s for ſupper; and when they had ſupped, told the 
clerk to pay for them, according to agreement. O, Sir, 
fays he, where is your good witneſs ? 


It was ſaid of a certain country ſquire, at his return 
from his travels to France, by which he was greatly altered, 
though not in the leaſt improved, that he went there a 
leaden image, but was returned one of plaiſter of Paris. 


A gentleman was joking with a phyſician, in the pre- 
ſence of Mr. Farquhar, concerning the faculty's wearing 
| ſwords, ſaying, he thought it an abſurd cuſtom; as theirs 
ought to be a dreſs rather of gravity than gaiety, and 
therefore ſhould leave the ſword to the military, and other 
gentlemen. But Mr. Farquhar infiſted it was quite a ne- 
ceſſary cuſtom; and upon being aſked his reaſons for it, 
be replied, in order that they may defend themſelves againſt the 
reſentment of the friends and relations of the many patients they 
new ſcnd out of the world. N 


On 
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On a trial at the admiralty Seſſions, for hooting z 
ſeaman, the council for the crown aſked one of the wits 
neſſes which he was for, plaintiff or defendant—-Plain- 
tiff or defendant! ſays the failor, ſcratching his head, why 


I don't know what you mean by plaintiff or defendant. I come 


to ſpeak for that man there! pointing to the priſoner. 
You are a pretty fellow for a witneſs, ſays the counſel, 
not to know what plaintiff or defendant means /—Sometime 


aſter, being aſked by the counſel what part of the ſhip 


he was in at the time, aſt the binnacle, my lord, ſays the 
ſailor. Abaſt the binnacle? replied the barriſter, What 
part of the ſhip is that?—Ha! ha! ha! chuckled the 
failor, are not you a pretty fellow for a counſellor, (point- 
ing archly at him with his gy"! not to known what abaft 


the binnacle is. 


A nobleman telling the huſband of a lady remarkably 
beautiſul, that he could never look at his wife without 
breaking the tenth commandment ; Your lord/sip, replied 
the gentleman, ts welcome to break the tenth commandment as 


much as you pleaſe, prouided you do not break the ſeventh. 


The ducheſs of Dorſet ſent a card of invitation to Mr. 
Pitt, with her reſpects, and to requeſt his company to dinner 
at len o'clock the next day; when he returned ſor anſwer 
he was very ſorry he could not attend her Grace's invita- 
tion, as he was engaged to ſup at nine o'clock the ſame day 


® with the Biſhop of Lincoln. 


A young gentleman having the misfortune to bury five 
wives, being in company with a number of ladies, was 
ſeverely rallied by them upon the circumſtance. At laſt 


one of them put the queſtion to him, how he managed 
to have ſuch good luck: Why, madam, ſays he, I knzw 


they could not live without contradiction, therefore le: them go 
their own 9. 


The late Dr. Young had occa ſion to pay a viſit to 2rch- 
biſhop Potter's ſon, then 1e&tor of Chiddingſtone, near 
H 5 Tur brio. e 
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Tunbridge. This gentleman lived in a country where 

the roads were deep and miry,— Dr. Young, after much 
danger and difficulty, arrived at his huuſe, whcn be. in- 
quired whole field that was he had juſt croſſed. Il is mine, 
alucred his friend. True, ſaid the poet, Fotter's 3 10 


Lr) ſtrangers in. | 


Sir Walter Raleigh one 327 ſmon king in his FE 
anadvertently called to bis man to bring him a tankaid 
of ſmall Leer; when the fellow entered the room, lie 
threw all tle 33 iquor in his maſter's foce, and running, 
cown ſtans*bawiin:g cut, fire! help: Sir Walter Jas ſtudied 
ti lis head is On 4 Je, "and ihe 1 burſts out of his mouth and 


cies 


. 


Dr. Haugh, biſtr p of Wincheſter, who was as remark- 
able far the evenuels of his temper, as for many other 
gud qualities; having a large cowpeny at his houſe, 2 
centleman preſent delired his lordſhip to ſhew him a. 
curious weatber-glais, which the biſhop had lately pur- 
cllaſed, and which coſt him above thirty guineas. The 
jervant was accurdingly defired to bring it, who en de- 
licering it to the gentiemen, accidentally let it fall ard 
broke it ail to pieces. The company. wepe all a little de- 
ranged, but particular, y the gentleman who aſked to ſee 
it, who was making many 2pcl. gies for the accident. Be 
under no Concern, nay dear vir, faid the biſhop ſmiling, 
T think it is rather a lucky (emen, we have hitherto. had. 
a very diy ſcaſen, and nuw hope we ſhall have ſome 
Fain, for I preteſt I do not remen.r. ever to laue Wen the glaſs 


jo louie in mz life. 


A certain W remarkable for his uncommon keight, 
being ore day it the rooms ai Bath, a l»dy noticing him, 
* quired who ke was; uten ſhe was inlurmed of his family 
and connvxicn, ad thzt be had been © Tiginally intended. 
for he Ghurcl,; to Wiack the * he was better ſuited 


for the ſte; les 
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A gentleman obſerving i in a genteel aſſembly, that Dr. 


Graham, notwithſtanding the notorious indelicacy of his 
lectures, was a man of ſuch humanity, that he could not 


reconciſe to himſelf the idea of ſeeding on animal food, 


and even wiſhed, if poſſible, to be cloathed, as well as ſed, 


from the vegetable productions of the ea th. To clothe the 
doctor, then, in his own way, ſaid a lady, as remakable for 


her vivacity as her beauty and virtue, his neckeloth Jhould 


certainly be made of hemp. 


A gentleman lately deceaſed, who was much employed 


by the nobiiity to ſuperintend works of taſte, having 


hniſhed an expenſive head- piece to a canal for a certain 
nt ble duke, aſter ſome ſhort time it was diſcovered to leak ; 
on which the ducheſs expreſſing ſome diſapprobation, the 
deſigner pertly replied i thought your Grace had n il is 
the falion of the tames to run out. 


Mr. Hare formerly the envoy to Poland, had apart- 
ments in the ſame houſe with Mr. Fox, ard like his friend 
Charles, had frequent dealings with the monied IIraelites. 
One morning, as he was looking out of his window, he 
obſer ved ſeveral of the tribe aſſeinbled at the door, for 


=zdmittance. Pray, gentlemen, ſays he, « * Fox - lunlinng, 


or Hare- l unting, thts morning. 


A man whoſe wiſe had for ſome time been indiſpoſed, 
going home one evening, was informed by the ſervant 


that ſhe was dead. Woll, ſa id the huſband, I am ge ing to 


the club; ſend for me if I ſhould be wanted. In about two 
hours he returned, and was going to bed as uſual; when 
the maid cried out Lord Sir! don't go there? J have made 
a led for you in the other chamber. -- Yes, but I will, Belty, re- 
turned he: I never yet had a peacenble day with her, and am de- 
termined to have one guiet night before we part. 


Demetrius, king of. Macedon, frequently retired from 


buſineſs, . he uſually 2 indiſpoſition. His. 


1 


father, Antigonus, coming one day to viſit him during his 


etended illneſs, ſaw a beautiful young lady retire from 


is chamber. Demetrius, the inſtant he beheld his ſire, 


told him that the fever had juſt left him I believe you my 


Jon, faid Antigonus, for I think I met her at the door. 


As a preſs-gang, during the late war, were patrolling 
round Smithfield, they laid hold of a man tolerably well 
dreſſed; who pleaded that, being a gentleman, he was not 

liable to be imprefſed. Haul him along, cries one of the 
tars; de is the very man we want : we preſs a demned number of 


blackguards, and are curſedly at a loſs for a gentleman to teach 


them good manners, 


A patriotic candidate applied to a yeoman of a certain 
county for his vote, promiſed to exert his influence to 


turn out the miniſtry, and procure a freſh ſet. Then [ 


xen't vote for you, cried the farmer. Why not? faid the 
patriot; I thought you was a friend to your country. So I am, 
replied the yeoman, and for that reaſon I am not for a change 


an the miniſiry, I know well enough how it is with my hogs; 


wer buy them lean they eat the devil and ull,. but when they 
kave once got a little fat, the keeping them is not near ſo expen- 
five: fo that I am for feet ing the preſent ſet,. as they will devour 


muck leſs than a New ole. 


Dr. Roger Long, the ſamous aſtronomer, walking one 
dark evening with Mr. Bumſoy, in Cambridge, and the 
Jatter coming to a ſhort poſt fixed in the pavement, which 
in the earneſtneſs of converſation he took to be a boy 
ftanding in his way, ſaid, haſtily— Get cut of my way, boy /— 
That boy, Sir, ſaid the doctor very calmly, is a poſt-boy who 
never turns cut of kis nay for any body. 


A ſailor paſſing by a cooper's ſhop, and ſeeing a number 


ef tubs piled above each other at the door, began to kick | 


and tumble them about the ſtreet. The maſter coming 
_ ont, and deliring to know the reaſon of this ſtrange pro- 
ceeding —1 it replied Jack, why ſhould not every tub ſtand 

ꝛopn its own bottom? 85 
A cer- 


- A certain pope being informed that fome Jews were 
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defirous of the honour of an audience, faid—Jews! No, 
How can they expect to be admitted, who were the murderers of 
our dear Sau:our But, hearing afterwards that they were 
much afflicted at his refuſal, having brought a very val- 


uable preſent for his holineſs, as a token of their reſpec, 
he cried, with a ſeemingly careleſs air, Well, well, admit 


them, poor uninformed ignorant wretches ' they knew not what 


' they were doing. FR 


An honeſt peaſant ſettled in a ſmall village, where, in 


a ſhort time, he gained the good-will of all his neigh- * 


bours. He had, however, the misfortune to loſ- one of 


his beſt milch cows in the firſt year, which grieved him 


exceedingly ; while his wiſe, who was an excellent ma- 
nager, took it to heart ſo much, that ſhe abſolutely fel] 
fick, and died. The good man lamented the loſs of his 
helpmate with the moſt una ffected ſorrow, and remained 

for ſome months quite inconſolable. His neighbours 


now thought it their duty to reaſon him into reſignation, 


My friend, ſaid one of them, the wife you have loſt was really 


an excellent woman, but ſtill you have a good remedy : you 


are a young an an honeſt man, and you will find no difficulty in 
procuring another. For my part, continued he, I have three 
daughters, and I ball be happy to call you ſon in law. Ano» 
ther, on this, offered him his ſiſter; and a third his niece. 
Good God! ſays the mourner, what a ſtrauge place is this, 


ſince a man who lives here had better loſe his wife than his cow - 


My wife is dead; and, lo“ you tell me I may pick and chuſe, to 


ſupply her place: but wken my poor cow died, nobody ever 
thought of offering me another. TY 


A failor, half groggv, paſſing along the ſtreet of a cer- 
tain ſea-port town, diſcovered over an admiral's door an 
eſcutcheon, and very naturally took it for an ale-houſe. 
The gentleman, (a ruddy-looking portly man) ſtanding 
at the door, he clapped him on the ſhoulder, Damn it, 
landlord, you look like an honeſt fellow, give us a cup of the beſt... 
The gentleman, to carry on the joke, ordered his ſervant 

6 


1 


to bring him ſome beer; which being done, the jolly tar 
drank towards the landlord's very gcod heath, and inquir- 


ed what was to pay, which the officer told hun he wight 


ſettle the next time he came that way. 


One ſunday durine the laſt ſummer, while the weather 
was extremely het, the windows of a certain pariſh church 
in the dioceſe of Glouceſter were ſet open to admit more 
air, while the congregation weie aſſen bled for divine ſer- 
vice. Juſt as the ciergyman was beginning his weekly 


diſcourſe, (who, by the bye, is not much celebrated fur 


his oratorical powers) a Jack-aſs which had been grazing 


in the church- yard, popped his head in at à window, and 
began braying with all his might, as if in oppolition to the 
reverend preacher, , On this, a wag preſent, immediately 


got up from his ſeat ; ; and with great gravity of counte- 


nance, exclaimed - One a' atime, gentlemen; if you pleaſe. 


The whole congregation ſet up a loud laugh; when the 


Jack-aſs took right. and gave up the conteſt ; though, ſrom 
the clergy man's chagrin and confuſion, he would probably 
not have been the wor ſt orator, 


The late king of Pruſſia aſked Sir Robert Sutton, at a 
review of bis tall grena :diers, if he thought an equal num- 
der of Engliſhmen couid beat them. I will not affirm, ſaid 
Sir Robert, that an equal number could beat then. ; but [ Les 
lieve, from my foul, hlf the number would be willing to try. 


An old Roman ſoldier being involved in a law-fnit, im- 
plored the protection of Auguſtus; who referred kim to 
one of his courtiers, for en inſtiuqt ion to the judees. On 
which the brave veteran, piqued at tle Emperor's coulnets, 
exclaimed—1 did not wie yur highn: |s thus, when you r"25 
in danger at the batte of Ain, "but fought for you mytelf ! 
Diſcloling at the ſame time, the wounds he had received 
on that mem-rable occation. This retort ſo affected 


Auguſtus, that he is ſaid to * perſonally * the 


loldier 8 cauſe, 


A Spa- 
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to leap ſrom the battlements. Several complied with 


ſage to the latter, pitched on Sir Thñomes More, his Chan- 
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A Spaniſh general having taken a caſtle ſrom the Moors, 
commanded the ſoldiers, who had made a brave delence, 


this dreadful injunction, but one, more ſearful than the 
reſt, advanced twice to the verge of the precipice, and as 
often retreated. The general then ordered him to jump 
directly, threatening, if he ſetreate l a thic] time, to in- 
flict a more ſevere puniſhment. God {14 the poor ſellow, 
ſince you think this jump ſuch an eaſy ra'tcr for a ſolaier, Til 
give you, tho" you are @ general, four ties 4e d it in. Tais 
reply procured the ſoldier a free pariun, 


Henry the Fighth of England, and Francis the Firſt 
of France, were both princes of a very warm temper? and 
the former having a delign of fernding an angry meſ- 


cellor, for the meſſe.wer. Sir Thomas having received 
his inſtruc ions, told Henry, that he fJeurcd, if he carried 
ſuch a meilace to ſo violent a man a; Francis, it might 
coſt hini his head. Never fear, man, fl the king, if 
Francis was to cut off your head, I would make every 
Frenchman now in my power, a bead ſhorter. I an 
much oblized to vour m jaſty. replied the ficetious 


chancellor, du!] much doubt if any & their heads will fit my 
ou ders. 


A young country girl in Lombardy, running after 
her ihe-aſs, which was in he ſte to vet up to her foal, piled 
a gentleman on the rotJ; who, ſeivy her lo: * very 
buxſom, and having a mind to be wit, called out 
Whence do you come ſeeet heart? — From jt en, Sir, ſaid ſhe. 
From Vliguiff ! anſwered the gent inn; an Jo you know 
the daughter of Nicholas Guilos, ako lite there? —bery well, 
replied the girl. Be , lin! hen, riturnet he, as t carr 
her @ hiſs from me: and, tirowins his arms ound her neck, 
was abdut to ſalute ber. H:, Si, ed the girl, diſen- 
tangling herſeli jrom his rude cmbrace, {ince yu ave 11 ſuch a 
hurry, u all be better to give Jour kiſs to my oſs, as ſhe will Fe 
there ſome time before nie. 


Few 
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| Few people were greater adm irers of prudence and 
economy than Sir Richard Steele was, in precept; yet 


nothing could be more diſagreeable to his temper than the 


practice of either. A turn naturally gay and expenſive 
frequently reduced him to difficulties, and expoſed him 


to ſome circumſtances rather painful to a diſpoſition ſa 


delicate and refined, Among the number of people who 
were highly charmed with his converſation and writings, 


none poſſeſſed a greater admiration of both, than a Lin- 
colnſhire baronet, who uſually ſet at Button's. This 


gentleman poſſeſled a very large fortune, had great in- 
tereſt, and more than once ſolicited Sir Richard Steele to 
command his utmoſt ability, and he ſhould think him- 
ſelf under no little obligation. Theſe offers, though 
made with the moſt iceming cordiality, Sir Richard, 
however, declined, with a grateſul politeneſs peculiar to 
himſelf, as at that time he ſtood in no need of the gen- 
tleman's a ſſiſtance. But ſome inſtance of extravagance 
having once reduced him to the neceſſity of borrowing 
a ſum of money to ſatisfy an importunate creditor, he 
thought this a very proper opportunity of calling on his 
friend, and requeſting the loan of a hundred pounds for a 
ſew days. The gentleman received him with much civility 
and reſpect, began to renew his offers of ſervice, and beg- 
ged Sir Richard would give him ſome occaſion to ſhew his 
friendſhip and regard. Why, Sir, ſays Sir Richard, I came 
for that very purpoſe; and if you can lend me a hundred 
Pounds for a few days I ſhall conſider it as a ſinzular favour, 
Had Sir Richard clapped a piſtol to his breaſt, and made 
' a .peremptory demand of his money, the gentleman 
could not have appeared in a greater ſurpriſe than at 
this unexpected requeſt. His offers of friendſhip had been 
only made on a ſuppofition of their never being accept- 
ed, and intended only as ſo many baits ſor Sir Richard's 
intimacy and acquaintance; of which the gentleman, 
while it coſt him nothing, was particularly proud. Re- 


covering, however, from his ſurpriſe, he ſtammered out 


— Why, really, Sir Richard, I would ſerve you to the utmoſt 
of my porer tut at preſent J have not twenty guineas in the 


houje, 
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Louſe. Sir Richard, who ſaw the pitiful evaſion, was 
heartily vexed at the meanneſs and excuſe. And ſo, Sir, 
ſays he, you have drawn me in to expoſe the ſituation of my f 
fairs with a promiſe of aſſeſtance, and now refuſe me any mark 
of your friend hip or ejleem. A aiſappointment I can bear, but 
muſt by no means put up with an inſult ; therefore be ſo obliging 
as to conſider whether it is more agreeable to comply with the 
terms of my requeſt, or to ſubmit to the conſequence of my re- 


| Jentment. Sir Richard ſpoke this in ſo determined a tone, 


that the baronet was ſtartled; and ſaid, ſeeming to re- 
collect himſelf —Lord, my dear Sir Richard! I beg ten thou- 
ſand pardons; upon my honour, I did not remember —Bleſs me, 


I have a hundred pound now in my pocket, which is entirely at 
| - your ſervice. So ſaying, he produced the note, which Sir 


Richard immediately put up; and then addreſſed him in 
the following manner; Though I deſpiſe an obligation from 
a perſon of ſo mean a caſt as I am ſatisfied you are; yet, rather 
than be made a fool of, I chuſe to accept of this hundred pound, 
which I ſhall return when it ſuits my conveniency. But, that the 
next favour yon confer may be done with a better grace, I muſt 


| take the liberty of pulling you by the noſe, as a proper expedi- 


ent to preſerve your recollection. Which Sir Richard accord- 


- ingly did, and then took his leave of the poor baronet, 


who was not a little ſurpriſed at the oddity of his beha- 
viour. f 

Lord M on à viſit the other day to Carlton 
houſe, was ſtruck with amazement at the prince's highh- 
lander,, againſt whoſe knee pan his lordſhip by accident 
bruſhed his noſe. The highlander boo'd don, and hoped he 
had not offended, and this his lordſhip took ſo kindly, 


| that be put a piece of money into his hand, at the ſame 
time ſaying, You are one of the moſt extraordinary animals I 
ever ſaw. The highlander, with peculiar archneſs, refuſed 


the money, faying, My lord, we naw taak, any thing from one 
a nother. 5 ul 5 
Jack Quick laſt ſeaſon at Brighton, aſter having ſweat⸗ 
8d through a long part in a play and farce, was * 
„„ | imſel 


( 


himſelf behind the ſcenes with a tankard of brown ſtout 
when Lord Birrimore was applauding bim with, Well done, 
old Barnavy—T thank your lordſhip, I was oid e | 
but at prelent I am cut lulle Jokn. 


When quick. was plaving (as he did lately with ſome 
applauſe) Kichard the 1111, for his benefit, a wag was in- 
quiring what could induce him to {port himſelf in tragedy, 
—when he was anſwered 


Be u for better, be it for worſe, Vs 
T he trea/urer ſays it weightens the purſe. 


It is to be remembered, that this excellent din; 
who ſo inimitably pourtrays the old character, made his 
debuts in Alexander the Great, Lear, Hamlet, and a long 
liſt of et cetera cha racters. 


Mrs. Woffington, who often — in men's: che, 
ſaying one day, in the Green-Room, that ihe imagined 
Half the town took her for a man No, no, ſays Mr. Clive; 
you mu? certainly te miſtaken, for alen nolf the town _ you 
to be a woman. 35 

A 8 00 clay the health of a certain WO 
man, and was told that he was exceſhvely afflicted with the 
gravel !—[ am glad of it, favs the Quaker. How.” cried 
the other, cla hat hs I-rafhip is troutted with the 'gravel ! 
tell you friend I am glad, replied the Quaker, extremel 
glad: becauſe I hope, ſince le is ſo much | that he u i 
en le wour to mend his ways. 


oy courtier of Queen Flizaberh* 8. how ſhe had f 
encouraged to hope for ſome ſavour, vexed at repeate 

diſæppoiptiments, was one erning walking penfively | in 
her garden; when her m- :jeſty, calling to him trom 4 win- 
dow, ſaid Sir Edzard, a/ at dies a man think of when he 
thinks of nothing? The knight, after 2 little p* ule, with a 
very low bow, anſwere1—Of a woman's' promife,- Maddm ! 
when the queen, who was moved at this reply, drawing 
QUE inſtantly 
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| Inſtantly back, ſaid to thoſe about ber, I muſt not confute 


him ; anger makes dull men witty, but it keeps them poor. 


A French ambaſſador, at the court of the queen Chriſ- 
tiana: after having ſeen the beſt parts of her kingdom, 
being aſked by her majeſty how he.iiked poor Sweden; he 
replied — Aye, poor Sueden, indeed, Madan fer, by the maſs, 
if the whole country were mine, I would give every inch of it for 


4 ſingle farm in France or England. 


An old French gentleman once complained that he had 
been cheated by a monk, when Sentuil who was hinjelf 
of that order, being preſent, ſaid to him, — I am ſurpriſed, 
Sir, that a perſon of your years and diſcretion, ſhould not yet 
know a monk / . | 


An Iriſhman meeting one with whom he had made a 
ſlight acquaintance a long time before, accoſted him with 
— Arrah by my ſoul, my dear honey I am glad to ſez you, now; 
rus , 2 my faith, joy, 1 have forgotten whether it be you or your 

rother, 


Arr apothecary who uſed to value himſelf on his ſkill 
in the nature of drugs, aſſerted in a company of phyſi- 
cians, that all bitter things were hot. No, ſaid a gentle- 
man preſent, there is one of @ very difjerent quality, I am ſure ; 
and that is a bitter cold day. roy 


Eraſmus, who was of a ſickly conſtitution, and had 
therefore obtained a diſpenfation for eating of fleſn in 
times of abſtinence, being reproached by the pope tor not 


. 


obſerving Lent—/ aſſure your holineſs, faid he, tat my 


| heart is a Catholic one; but I muſt confeſs I have a Lutheran 


flomach, 5 | 


In the neighbourhood of the metropolis, there is a chapel 
with good cellars underneath well ſtock'd, advertiſed to be 
Jet or fold. A parſon and another gentleman paſſing that 
way, a few days lince, it was farcaſtically obſerved by the 
latter, that concerns ſo well ſuited to each other, would 
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not remaĩnun occupied long, You miſtake fir, anſwered, the 
reverend gentleman, that which you ſuppoſe to be a recom- 
mendation to the premiſes, is exactly the reverſe, for few. 
Par ſons like to preaci over their liguor. 


Dryden's tranſlation of Virgil being commended by a 
right reverend biſhop, in the preſence of a very witty earl 
— the original is indeed excellent, ſaid his lordſhip, but every 
thing ſuſſers by a tran/(ation—except a bijhop. 0 


It was cuſtomary with Marſhal Baſſompierre, when any 
of his ſoldiers were brought before him for heinous of- 
Fences, to fay to them—By G- d, L rother, you or I will cer- 
tainly be hanzed! which was a ſufficient denunciation of 
their fate. A ſpy being diſcovered in his camp, was ad- 
dreſſed in this language; and next day, as the provoſt 
was carrying the wretch to the gallows, he preſſed ear- 
neſily to ſpeak with the Marſhal, alledging that he had 


fomewhat of importance to communicate. The Marſhal, 


being made acquainted with this requeſt, exclaimed, in 
his rough and haſty manner—H is the way of all the raſcals.; 
when ordered for execution, they pretend ſome frivolous ſlory, 
merely to reprieve themſelves for a few moments: howeve#, bring 

the dog hither. Being introduced, the Marſhal aſked what 
he had ſo ſay? Why, my lord, ſaid the culprit, when firſt I 
had the honour of yeur converſation, you was obliging enough to 
ſay, that either you or I ſhould be hanged : now | am come to 
_ row, whether it is your pleaſure to be ſo; becauſe if you won't, 
I muſt, that's all The Marſhal was ſo pleaſed with the fel- 
low's humour, that he ordered him to be releaſed, 


Dr. Johnſon, travelling in the north of Scotland, could 
not ſee a houſe or tree in riding a great many miles, no- 
thing but deſolation and barrenneſs every where preſent- 
ing themſelves before his view; till -t laſt he caſt his eyes 
on a crow that was perched on the ſtump of an old tree, 
| kawing with great violence, and kawing for want of food; 


which the doctor obſerving, could not help crying out — 


Kaw, kaw, haw, and be danin'd if you will ſtay in juck a coun- 
try as ibis, when you have wings to fly away. 


A gen- 
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A gentleman being confined to his chamber with the 
gout, gave his watch to an Ir:ſh footman, and bade him 
ſet i by the dial in the garden; Teague ge 6:reftly to 
the dinl, zut not knowing what to do, and being unwil- 
ling to return to his waſter, without ſhewing he would 
do him whit ſervice he was able, he got a pick-ax, and 
du up the 11n-dial; winch being done, he, with great 
leb ur car cd it up to his maſter, and told him he did 
not very well unleiſtand ſet' ing watches by iun-dials, but 
had brou h. up tne dial that he might ſet his watch by it 


himſelf. 


An Iriſh counſellor having lot his cauſe, which had 
been tried beſre ti.ree judges, one of whom was ef- 
teemed a very able lawyer, and the other two but in- 
differenc, ſoine of the other counſellors were very 
merry on the occaſion. Well, now, ſays he, who the 
devil could help it, when there was an hundred judges on 


| the bench? An hundred, ſaid a ſtander by, there were 


but three; By St Patrick, replies he, there was a fizure of one 
and two cyplers. | 


Diogenes being aſked how he could live in a naſty tub, 


when he might baſk in the favour of a court, replied, It 


is true, I am deprived of the ſmiles of Kings, but I 


| don't find the ſun is more aſhamed of my tub than a 


palace, 


A quack, who affected an unlucky phraſe, at every 
turn cried — So much the better“ Viſiting a patient almoſt 
in the agony of death, he aſked how he ſlept that night. 
Not a wink, Sir, — So much the better) cries the doctor. He 
then inquired how his fever was: O Lord, ſays the pati- 
ent, I burn as if I were on fire.—So muck the better“ quoth 
the quack. How does your cough ?—I ſpit up my lungs, repli- 
ed the ſick man. So muck the better, ſtill, anſwers the quack. 


Ak. dear doctor, quoth the expiring patient, what pity it is 


that a man ſhould go out of the world with all theſe fine ſymptoms / 


A plain 


ir. as cm. — 
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A plain country fellow coming up to London, was re- 
queſted to inquire after a gentleman, and to deliver him 
a letter. It happened that the gentleman himſelf came 
tao the door; and, willing to joke with the fellow, told him 
he had 1ſt his labour, for the party aſter whom he inquired 
was hanged the laſt ſeſſions for a robbery. For a robbery, 
quoth the countryman ; nw, fie upon him for a vile, wicked 
man. was he not content to be a notorious cuckold, (for ſo he 
was reckoned tn the country) but muſt he turn thief too! 


A country laſs coming up to town to o ſeek her fortune, 
had the good luck to be hircd by an old rich mercer, who 
was a batchelor, and who ſhe pleaſed ſo well, thac at laſt he 
married her, Her brother Dick, the chief of her own 
kindred, who was a downright honeſt ploughman, hearing 


of his liſter's promotion, put on his holiday cloaths, took 


up his quarter's wages, ard came up to London: and 
knowing the ſtreet by the direction of a letter, though not 
the houſe, inquired from door to door for his fiſter Joan, 
who had lately married her maſter; till at laſt he was ſo 
lucky to find the right, where he was highly welcomed. 
Being at dinner, the old mercer ſaid, = Well, brother-in-law, 
as | now muſt call you, I am glad to ſee you, or any of my wife's 
relations; Je has been a good ſervant to me, and I hope jhe will 
make as good a wife : we have a plentiful eſtate, and all I wiſh is 
a ſon to inherit it, which yet we have no hopes f. At this, Dick, 

looked wiſtſully at his ſiſter, bluntly cried, How ne, Joan; 
what art tough turned a barren ſow in Londen? thou waſt not 
wont to be fo in the country! And though ſhe frowned, beck - 


oned, and made dumb figns for him to hold his peace, ſtill 
he went on. Well, brother, continued he, as for an heir, 1? 


need not trouble yourſelf about that; for ſhe has a thumping boy 


in the country, got by Will, Dobs, her maſter's threher ; and the | 


pariſh would be glud enough to be diſchurged of it. 


At a late maſquerade, a certain lady of high faſhion, 
aſked a young nobleman, why he had not brought his ſiſ- 
ter to that heaven. Truly, Madam, anſwered his lordihip, 
my ſi fer happily for her, has 1 no ſuch angelic notions. 
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A gentleman being at dinner at a: friend's houſe, the 
firſt thing. that came upon the table was a dith of whit 
ings; and one being put on his plate he found it ſtink 
ſo much that he could nat touch it. However, he laid 


his mouth down to the fiſh as if he were whilpering t, it: 


and then took up the plate and put it to lis own ear. The 
gentleman at whoie table he was ſeated. inquired into the 


meaning of this extraordinacy behaviiur, be teid hint 


that he had loſt a brother at ſea bout loctnight ago, and 
was aſking that fiſh it he knew any thiig t him. Well, 
ſaid the -ge:;tleman, pleaſanilv, and what antwer did he 
make your - Whr, replie] the other very g avely, he told 
me that he cou!d nut piſibly give me any account of my 
decealed biother, as he lad not bien at ſea theſe three weeks, 


At Cruydon aſſizes, a ſurgeon was called as a witnels, 
for the purpoſe of proving damages upon an action of 


aſſault, He depoſed that he had bled the plaintiff; and 


being aſked upon cath, if bleeding had been neceſſary, 
candidly anſwered, we always find it neceyary to do Jon.e- 


ting when ſeit for, 


' A gentleman, whoſe father had been robbed of a con- 
ſiderable quantity of plate, dined with the fon of a wealthy 
man ſuppoſed to have been a receiver. A large ſilver 
tureen was brought to table without a cover, I am ad- 
miring your tureen, {aid the guelt to his hoſt, not ſo much 


for its faihion or value, but from a very extraordinary 


circumſtance, which is, that @ cover I have got at home would 


exadily fit it. 


A quaker being examined by a judicious counſel, as 
he was retiring, another counſel en the ſame {ide aſked 


him a queſtion which he did not chuſe to anſwer: 1 
have told all I know to the counſel, ſaid the quaker. 


am counſel alſo, anſwered the barriſter. Thou may'ſt be 


- counſel alſo, replied the quaker, but thou art not counſel 


likewt/e, F IN Etats 
When 
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When the gentleman who altered the comedy of the 
Capricious Lady, preſented it to Mrs. A. She ob; 
ſerved, that he had cut away the character of Roger.—You 
are right, ſaia Thalia, Roger is a very improper part for 
the ſtage, though very amuling in the chamber. 


A man indicted at the commiſfion of oyer and terminer 
for a rape, ſet up for his defence, that the proſecutrix 
having frequently come into his garden to ſteal beans, he 
told her, if ever ſhe came again, ſhe ſhould not return 
without a green gown; and this he proved by a witneſs. 
On being acquitted, Mr. Howard, a barriſter, remarkable 
for his humour, ſaid to him, my friend, you have taken a 
very good method to ſave your bacon, but a very bad method 
to ſave your beans. 8 


Charles Banniſter, on hearing a diſpute pn the merits 
of his own voice and that of Reinhold's, obſerved to the 
diſputtnts—1I aſſure you, gentlemen, my friend Reinhold 
has the advantage, his notes deing not only ſofter, but much 
more acceptable than mine. | 


A judge ſuſpected of bribery, checked his clerk for have 
ing a dirty face, I plead guilty, my lord, ſaid the clerk, but 
my hands are clean. A EYery 


: Not long fince, an Alderman gave at a city feaſt for 
A his toaſt, an increaſe to trade Bravo! exclaimed avg. 
+ undertaker, a green Chriffmas will make a fat church-yard. 

I 


A little gentleman of th= long robe having a diſpute with 
a remarkable bulky barriſter, the big man threatened to 
put him in his pocket: if you do fo, ſaid Dapper, you 
will have more law in your pocker, than ever you had in 
your head, 0 | ! 


” Aﬀter the performance of Love in a Village, Banni- 
| er obſerved, that Mrs. Wilſon's Madge was her beſt 
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Capricious Lady, prelented it to Mrs. A 
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| The Empreſs of Germany aſked a French officer if 
the Princeſs Royal of France was, as the world 1eported 
her, the moſt beautiful Princeſs in Europe. I thought h 


Jo yeſterday, anſwered the polite Frenchman. 


When the Gentleman who altered the comedy of the 
- the ob- 
ſerved, that he had cut away the character of Rog:r,— 
You are perfectly right, ſaid Thalia, Roger is a very im- 
_—_— part for the ſtage, though very amuſing in the 
chamber. ns 


A perſon one day meeting old Beveridge, aſked him 
how he did? Beveridge replied, if I anſwer you in La- 
tin I am ſic, ſic; if in Engliſh, ſo, ſo. Well done, my old 


friend, ſays he, 1 think that is a good ſo, ſo, ſort of a 


pun. | 


A wench complained to a juſtice, that Mr. Shuter would 


have refreſhed her: Thou meaneſt, raviſhed, ſaid the juſtice. 


Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe, I meant ſo indeed. I warrant, replies 
the juſtice, this rogue has raviſhed theq many a time be- 
fore now! Yes, Sir, ſaid ſhe (to aggravate the matter) 
twenty times at leaſt. | | 


A company of goſſips, at a good woman's labour, 
when the buſineſs was over, begun to diſcourſe about the 


walking of ſpirits, which ſome affirmed to have ſeen, 


while others doubted of their appeargapce. But at laſt, the 
midwife, whoſe judgment bore a great ſway, delivered her 
judgment thus: For my part, I have gone up and down, 
all hours in the night, * yet, heaven be praiſed, I never 
ſaw any thing worſe than myſelf; though of my conſcience, 
I believe I ſaw the devil once. Es 


Beau Naſh ſoliciting a nobleman for a ſubſcription to a 
public charity, his lordſhip being ſomewhat out of temper, 
put him off, telling him ” would conſider of it; but 


Naſh begged his lordſhip would give a poſitive anfwer 
then, ves or no. To which the nobleman replied, No, 
I tell you no; I thank your lordſhip, ſays Naſh, taking out 
his liſt, how much ſhall I ſet you down? What do you 
mean by thanking me? returned the nobleman, w hen I 
gave you a negative. Hold, my Lord, returned Naſh, 
vou ſaid No, twice, and I need not taform your lordſhip, 
that two negatives male ai affirmative! w Lich repartee fo 
pleaſed the nobleman, that he gave a | handſome ſub- 
ſcription. 


A humouriſt aſked a citizen the other day, whether 
he would ſooner hiſs a pretty girl, or partale of a good feaſt ? 
The citizen honeſtly replied, that he would prefer the 
latter, To which the was archly rejoined, I never thought 
you a man ef the ton before, but 1 now find that you u have 
more taſte than fec ling 


One ſeeing a painter write ſalſe Engliſh on a tomb- 
ſtone in a country church-yard, told him of it. Phoh! 
ſaid he, I know what 1 do well encugh; for the people here 


are ſo penuricus that they will not go to the charge of good 
Enzi ks | 


One going into a public-houſe, where the landlord and 
his wife were ſitting at ſupper, ſaid, Well Mr. D—, 
have you read Mr. Paine's late publication; to which he 
replied in the affirmative, but entirely difapproved it. 
How, faid the other, Do you not approve, that a man has 
a right to get his bread where it is moſt convenient for 
him? The landlord, after a moment's pauſe, admitted 
that there was no impropriety in that paſſage, that it was 
certainly right he ſhould. — As you have given this. your 
decided approbatiun, you cam not be offended at my fol- 
lowing it, and immediately decam ed uf a quartern loaf, to 
mil no ſmall conſternation of the publican and his fa- 
mily. 


A gen- 
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A gentleman writing a letter to his wife, as he was 
fitting at a table at a coffee-houſe, perceived he was 
overlooked by an Iriſhman. After he had wrote a line 
or two, he goes on. My dear, I ſhould be more particu- 
lar, but that I am overlooked by an impudent Iriſh 
fon of a whore, that ſtands behind me. M hat do you mean, 
Jays Paddy, by abuſing me in that mariner ? Do I overlcok 


you £ 


Mr. Harley falling into diſcourſe with a ſea officer, at 
Bath, and the diſcourſe turning upon hunting, the cap- 

tain gave the following deſcription of a chace: Our 
horſes being compleatly rigged, we manned them to their 
full complement, and the wind being at north and by eaſt, 
at ſeven A. M. a fleet of twenty ſet {ail over the downs. In 


about three-quarters of a watch we eſpied a hare under full 


gale; we tacked and ſtood after her, crouding all the ſail 
we could ; but coming cloſe up with her, ſhe tacked, and 
we tacked, upon which tack I had like to have rufi aground ; 
however, getting cloſe off, I ſtood after her again; but un- 
luckily, juſt as we were going to lay her aboard, being too 


much wind, my horfe aud I overſet, and came keel up- 
ward3, 

A fellow hearing one ſay, according to the Italian pro- 
verb, that three women make a market with their chattering: 
Nay, then, ſaid he, add my wife to them and they will make e 


fair. | 


A poor man and a wealthy farmer had a law-ſuit ; the 
poor man gave the lawyer a pot of eil, and was told that 
his cauſe was good; but no ſooner was he gone, than the 
farmer came and preſented a fat hog. The cauſe came 
on, and the farmer gained the day. 'The poor man, after 
the trial, went to expoſtulate with the lawyer, for his baſe 
conduct, ſaying, 1 hen I gave you the pot oil you 
ſaid my cauſe was good, but you have entirely neglected 
it. Poor man, ſaid the 1 I am ſorry for thee; but 

4 


you 


10 
you was no ſooner gone, than a fat hog came in and 
broke your pot of cil, 2 put the cauſe quite out of my 


A perſon beught a pair of horns, and brought them 
home; his wile aiked what he meant; he ſaid to hang his 

hat on. Good lord, ſays the, cannot you keep your hat on 
your head ? 


Doctor Barton being in company with Doctor Naſh, 
who had juſt printed two heavy folios, containing the 
antiquities of Worceſterſhire ; the warden humourouſſy 
obſerved to the Doctor, that his publication was deficient 
in ſeveral reſpects. Dr. Naſh, as was but natural, en- 
deavoured to defend his volumes in the beſt manner he 
was able. Pray, Doctor, are you not a juſtice of the 

ace? I am, replied the Doctor. Then, ſays Baiton, 
2 you to ſend your work to the Houſe of Cor- 


During the time of the attack on Sullivan's Iſland, 
General Lee was one day reconnoitering the commu- 
nication made by the bridge of boots between that place 
and the continent. As the balls whiſtled about in 
abundance, he obſerved one of his aid de- -camps, a very 
young man, to ſhrink every now and then, and by the 
motion of his body, wiſhed to evade, it poſſible, the ſhot. 
Sdeath, Sir, cried Lee, what do you wean? Do you 
dodge? Do you know that the King of Pruſha loſt above 
an hundred aid de- camps in one campaign? Sol under- 
Aand, Sir, replied the young officer; but [ aid not think Jeu 


could ſrare quite ſo nauy. 


A lady aſked an Iriſh gentleman how he liked Veſtris, 
the dancer. Upon my thoul, laid the Hibernian, I think 
be handles his legs bravely. 


George 


SE —_ 
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George Garrick, being one of Holland's executors, with 
his uſual good nature, for no man poſſeſſed more; under- 
took to manage the funeral in a way ſuitable to his 
friend's circumſtances, for which purpoſe he went to 
Chiſwick, and ordered a decent vault, and ſuch other 


_ Preparations as he thought neceſſary. Holland's father 


wasa baker. Foote was invited to the funeral, which he 
certainly attended with unfeigned ſorrow; for, excluſive 
of the real concern for the loſs of a convivial companion, 
whenever he had a ſer ious moment he felt with very ſtrong 
ſuſceptibility. While the ceremony was performing, 
Garrick remarked to Foote, how happy he was, out of 
reſpect to his friend, to ſee every thing ſo decently con- 
ducted. You ſee, ſaid he, what a ſnug family vault we 


have made here. Family vault! exclaimed Foote, with 


tears trickling down his cheeks. Dam̃me if I did not think it 
had been the family oven. . = 


A man was examined before Sir John Fielding upon 
a charge of a highway robbery, inſtituted by a gentleman 
of diſtinction, who ſwore poſitively to every circumſtance 
of the robbery, but could not identify the perſon of the 
robber. In the courſe of the buſineſs the right honourable 
witneſs ſeemed extremely offended, that Sir John ſhould 


pay the priſoner ſo inuch reſpe t, and him, as he thought, 
10 


very little; for which diſcontent he receiged the follow - 
ing rebuke. [ am heartily ſorry that you are offended at my 
ſaften nz the rigour of julice with a litile humanity. The pri- 
ſoner is eulilled more to my attention than you are, becauſe he is 
unfortuna'e, If lie ſhould be guilty, the law is ſevere enough 
without any exaggeration on my part ; but if innocent, how could 
I excuſe myſelf for adding infult to misfortun: ? 


Dignum, and Moſes Keen, the mimic, were both tay- 
lors and intimate friends, Banniſter met them under the 
piazza, in covent-garden, arm in arm. I never ſee 
thoſe two men together, ſaid Charles, but they put me 

3 in 
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in mind dt one of Shakeſpear2'3 comedies. But which 
of them, bauniſter, cries Dignum ? Why, Meaſure for 
Mente. 8 | | | 


An impertinent fellow, who was 2 firanger to Lord 
Guard, aiked him, in the pit of the opera, who 
that jet lady was, immediately before him ?--That 
dy, . fa} the noble lord, is my wife. It is true, 
that the is a flu women, I am a plain man. You, 
I perceive, are a flatn dealer; and that is the flain 
trau! /. | | 


Shuter was one day at dinner in a premiſcuous com- 
pany, and as ſoon as the cloth was taken away, one of 
them got up, and entreated, as a particular favor, he 
would begin to be comral. Gad, ſaid Shuter, I forgot 
my fool's dreſs, but f euer, Fil go and fetch it, if you'll be 
my ju /tilute till I reh]. The man thought this very co- 
mical, and declared he would, Shuter then took his hat 
and cane, went away, and did nc: return at all. 


At Ipſwich, during the race week, the landlord of one of 
the principal inns had advertiſed his beds at a guinea 
a piece; and fearing, on account of the exorbitant de- 
mand, that viſitors ſhould be induced to take lodgings, he 
procured, with great cunning and induſtry, a promiſe from 
the other inhabitants, that they would aſk the ſame price. 
What was the conſequence? Ipſwich is very large, and 
the ſtrangers naturally ſaid, if wecan get lodgings no cheap- 
er at private houſes than at inns, we had better be where 
our horſes can be taken care of. Thus fe:o private lodgings 
Were let, the inns were full, and the landlords laughed at the cre- 
dulity of their neighbours. 185 | | 


An Italian, whoſe name was Grimani, after he had been 
in England about a month, happened, as he was ſtrolling 
about, to find himſelf near Billingſgate, ſeeing him a 
foreigner, he was preſently huſtled about; and i n m 
; e | 50 t 
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the fiſnwomen and watermea determined to give him 

what they termed a compleat black-guarding. Grimant, 

wao ſcarcely underſtood a word of Enzglith, hearing the 

word damn frequently uſed, was ſtruck as quick as light- 

ning with the idea, that he could conquer them with their 

own weapons, He thought he had nothing to do but to 
think of a number of names unknown to the mob, and 

therefore began: damn Cicero, damn Plutarch, damm 
Ariſtotle, damn Demoſthenes, damn Plato, damn 
Anaxageras, damn Scipio, damn Hanibal, damn Pliny, 
damn Agamemnon, damn Achilles, and thus he went 
on with extreme volubility, throwing his mulcles, which 
was a thing extremely eaſy for him to do, into the 
utmoſt contortions, till at length one of the mob cried 
out, damme, come along Jauch, we ſtand no chance with 
tis fellow, he black. guards ten times better than any of us 
an. 


When Sir Elijah Impey was on his paſſage from 
India, he was continually kept in his cabin from indiſ- 
poſition, while her ladyſhip was in very good health, and 
conſtantly on deck. One fine day ſhe coaxed him ont 
to enjoy a little air; and as he was walking the deck, 
it having blowed pretty hard the preceding day, a 
ſhark was playing by the ſide cf the ſhip. Having never 
ſeen ſuch an object before, he beckoned to one of 
the ſailors, to tell him what it was, Being aſked the 
queſtion ; Why don't von know, an't pleaſe your honour ? 
{aid the Jack Tar. No, ſaid Sir Elijah, what is the naue 
cfit? Why, replied the tar, I don't Knew what name 
they call em by aſhore, but here we call em ſea 
lawyers. 1 9 1 


A fooliſh ſtage-ſtruck youth ran away from his friends, 
and got among a moſt low and miſerable ſet of ſtrollers. 
A relation, after a time, diſcovered him juſt as he was 
going on the ſtage in King Richard; and on his reading 
him a pretty ſevere lecture on his folly and diſobedience, 
Tos 14 received 
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received an anſwer ſuitable to all the ridiculous conſe- 
quence and aHumed pomp of a mock monarch. To this 
he an{weredl : Theſe are fine lofty words; but tis a great 
pitv, Mr, King Richard, that you cannet afford to buy a better 
per of hoes The actor, looking at his toes, which were 
ftrring him in the face, without loſing his vivacity, 
cried out: Ses!“ O dane, bees are things we Rin s don't 
fund upon. N | 


A noble commander, becauſe he could not conceal it, 
was continually boaſting of his riſe from a private man. 
His conſtant expreſſion was, did you ever ſee me do fo and 

ſo, when I wzs a private ſoldier. One day, in the Iſland. 
of St. Euſtatius, as he was reviewing his troops, he 

took notice of a man in the ranks who was very dirty, 

Going up to him: How dare you, ſaid he, appear in that 

naſty condition before me; your ſhirt is as black as ink; 

did you ever ſee me with ſuch a dirty ſhirt? No, your 

honour, anſwered the poor man; to be ſure, your 

honor, I never did; but then your honour will pleaſe 

to recollect, that your honour's mother was a waſher 

woman. | | 1 


In one of the engagements with the French at Cud- 
dalore, during the late war, the 101ſt regiment gave way, 
and their places were immediately ſupplied by a battallion 
of black infantry. — A gentleman ſhortly afterwards in 
company with Colonel Kennedy, then of the Madraſs Ar- 
tillery, and converſing on the ſubject, ſaid he was ſur- 
priſed that they gave way; and fo am I too, ſaid the 
Colonel, for thev are all tried men. How can you make 
out that? ſays the gentlemen, for they are a new regi- 
ment. Oh! by ſays the Colonel, they were all 
long ſince tried at the Old Hailey. . 


An unfaſhionable gentleman called on his taylor to pay 
his bill ſoon after the receipt of it, but not meeting with 
him at home, mentioned to his wife, that a pair of {ilk 

| breeches 
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breeches was charged which he never ordered. I was al - 
ways willing to pleaſe my huſband's cuſtomers, and if you 
will juſt ſtep into the next room, [ vill take off your breeches 
immediately. | 


A Ducheſs, hearing that a man in a high poſt, where 
he had an opportunity to finger a great deal of money, had 
married his kept miſtreſs; Dear me, ſaid ſce, that fellow is 
always robbing the public, : 


A lawyer and his clerk riding on the road, the clerk 
deſired to know what was the chief point of the law: 
His maſter ſaid, if he would promiſe to pay for their 
ſuppers that night he would tell him ; which he agreed 
to. Why then, ſaid the maſter, good witneſſes are the 
chief points in law, When they came to the inn, the 
maſter beſpoke a couple of fowls for ſupper; and when 
they had ſupped, told the clerk to pay for them, ac- 
cording to agreement. O, Sir, fays he, where is your 
good witneſs ? 1 


It was ſaid of a certain country ſquire. at his return 
from his travels to France, by which he was greatly 
altered, though not in the leaſt improved, that he went 
there a leaden image, but was returned one of plaiſter of 
Paris. 


A gentleman was joaking with a phyfician, in the 
preſence of Mr. Farquhar, concerning the faculty's 
wearing ſwords, ſaying, he thought it an abſurd cuſtom, 
as theirs ought to be a dreſs rather of gravity than 
gaiety, and therefore ſhould leave the ſword to the 
military, and other gentlemen, But Mr. Farquhar in- 
liſted it was quite a neceſſary cuſtom ; and upon being 
aſked his reaſons for it, replied, in order that they 
may defend theraſelves againſ the reſentment of the 
Friends and relations of the many patients they now ſend out of 
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Ona trial at the Admiralty Seſſions, for ſhooting a fea - 
man, the council for the crown aſked one of the witnelles, 
which he was for, plaintiff or defendant.—Plaintiff or 
deſendant! fays the ſailor, ſcratching his head, why I don't 
know what you mean by plaintiff or defendant, I come to 
ſpeak for that man there / pointing at the priſoner.— 
You are a ptetty feiiow for a wiineſs, lays the council, 
not to know w.at Lantiff and defendant means! Some time 
aſter, being afked be the ſame council, what part of the 
ſhip he was in at the time; alaft the dinunnele, mv lord, 
favs the tailor bft the binnacle“ replied the barriſter ; 
what part of the ſhip is that? Ha! ha! ha! chuckled the 
Tailor, are you not a pretty fellow for a counſellor, (p tinting 
archly at him with his finger) net to know what avaft the 
6:nnacle ts ! 


A noblewan telling the huſband of a lady remarkably 
beautiful, that he could never look at his wife without 
bieaking the tenth commandment. Your lordſhip, re- 
Nied th? gentleman, is welcome to break the tenth com- 


mand ment as often as you jleaſe, | rovided you do not break the 
f eventh. | 


The ducheſs of Dorſet ſent a card cf invitation to Mr. 
Pitt, with her reſpects, and to requeſt his company to 
diner at ten click the next day; when he returned for 
aniwer, he was ſorry- he could not attend her Grace's in- 


vitation, as he was engaged to ſup at nine o'cluck the ſame 
dey with the Biihop of Lincoin. 


A young gentleman having the misfurtune to bury 
ave waves, bein in company with a number of ladies, was 
ſeverely rallied by them upon the circumſtznce. At laſt ne 
of them put the queſtion to him, how he managed to have 
ſuch good jnck : Why, madam, ſavs he, I knew they could 


not live without c: nradicticn, therefore I let them go their on 
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The late Dr. Young had occaſion to pay a viſit to arch- 
biſhop Petter's ſ»n, then Rector of Chiddingſtone, near 
Tunbridge. This gentleman lived ina country where the 
roads were deep and miry. Dr. Young, aſter much dan- 
ger and difficulty, arrived at the houſe, when he enquired 
whoſe held that was he had juſt croſſed. It is mine, an- 
ſwered his friend. True, ſaid the poet, Potter's field to bury 


ftran gers. 


Sir Walter Raleigh one day ſmoaking in his ſtudy, 
inadvertently called to his man to bring him a tankard 
of ſmall beer; when the fellow entered the room, he 
threw all the liquor in his maſter's face, and running 
down ſtairs, bawled out, fire! fire! Sir Malter has ſtudied 
till his head is on fire, and the ſmoke burſts out of his mouth, and 


noſe, 


Dr. Hough, biſhop of "Worceſter, who was as remark- 
able for the evenneſs of his temper as for many other 
good qualities, having a large company at h's houſe, a 
gentleman preſent deiired his Jordſhip to ſhew him a 
curious weather-glaſs, which the bilhop had lately pur- 
chaſed, and which coſt him above thirty guineas. The 

fervant was accordingly deſired to bring it, who on de- 
livering it to the gentleman, accidentally let it fall, and 
broke it all to pieces. The company. were all a little de- 
ranged, but particularly the gentleman who aſked to ſee 
it, who was making many apologies for the accident Be 
under no concern, my dear tir, faid the biſho;, ſmiling, 
J think it is rather a lucky omen, we have hitherto had a 
very dry ſeaſon, and now I hope we ſhall have ſome rain, 
for I proteſt I do not remember ever to have ſeen the glaſs jo low 


- 


in my life. 

A certain captain, remarkable for his uncommon height, 
being one day at the rooms at Bath, a lady noticing him, 
enquired who he was; when ſhe was informed of his ta- 
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mily and connexions, and that he bad been originally in- 
tended for the church; to which ſhe replied, he was better 
ſuited for the ſteeple, 


A gentlem>n obſerving in a genteel aſſembly, that Dr* 
Graham, notwithſtanding the notoriuus indelicacy of his 
lectures, was a man of ſuch humar.ity, that he could not 
Teconcile to himſelf the idea of ſeeding on animal food, 
and even wiſhed, if poſſible, to be clothed, as well as fed, 
from the vegetable productions of the ea rth. To clothe the 
doctor then, i in his coun way, faid a lady, as remarkable for 
her vivacity as her beauty and virtue, his neckcluth Jhould 
ce:tainly be made of hemp. 


A gentleman lately deceaſed, who was much employed 
by the nobility to luperintend works of taſte, having 
 finithed an expenſive head piece to a canal, for a certain 
noble duke; after ſome ſhort time it was diſcovered to 
leak; on which the ducheſs, expreſſing ſome diſapproba- 
tion, the Celigner pertly replied : [thought your Grace had 
tnywn it is the faikion of the times to run out. 


Mr. Hare, former!y the envoy to Poland, had apart- 
ments in the ſame hcuie with Mr. Fox, and like his friend 
Charles, had f: equent dealings with the monied Iſraelites. 
One morning, as he was locking out of his window, he 
obſerved ſeveral of the tribe aſiembled at the door, for ad- 
mittance : Pray, gentlemen, ſays he, are you Fox- hunting, 
or Hare huniing this merning? 


A man, whcſe wife had been for ſome time indiſpoſed, 
going home one evening, was informed by the ſervant 
that ihe was dead. Well, ſaid the gentleman, I am going 
to club, ſend for me if I ſhould be wanted. In about two 
hours he returned, and was going to bed as uſual ; when 
the maid cried out: Lord, fir, don't go there! I have made 


@ led fer you in tie oli er Camper. Yes, but I aill, Betty, re- 
turncqd 
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turned he: Inever yet had a peaceable day with her, and am de- 
termined to have one quiet night before we part. 


Demetrius, king of Macedon, frequently retired from 
buſineſs, to indulge in ſenſual pleaſures : on ſuch occaſions, 
however, he uſually feigned indiſpoſition. His father, 
Antigonus, coming one day to viſit him, during his pre- 
tended illneſs, ſaw a beautiſul young lady retire from his 
chamber. Demetrius, the inſtant he beheld his fire, told 
him that the fever had juſt left him. I believe you, my ſon, 
ſaid Antigonus, for I think I niet it at the door. 


As 2 preſs-gang, during the late war, were patrolling 
round Smithfield, they laid hold of a man tolerably well 
dreſſed; who pleaded, that being a gentleman, he was not 
liable to be impreſſed: Haul him along, cries one of the 
_ ; he is the very man we want; we preſs a damned num- 


ber of blachguards, and are ys at a loſs for a gentleman to 


teac h them goed manners, 


Henry the Eichth of England, and Francis the Firſt of 
France, were both princes of very warm temper; and the 


former having a delign of ſending an angry meſſage to the 


latter, pitched on Sir Thomas Moore, his Chancellor, for 
the meiſenger. Sir Thomas having received his inſtruc- 
tions, told Henry, that he feared if he carried ſuch a 
meſſage to ſo violent a man as Francis, it might coſt him 
his bead. Never fear, man, laid the King, if Francis 
was to cut off your head, I would make every French- 
man now in my power at leaſt a head ſhurter. lam 
much obliged to your majeſty, replied the facetious chan- 
cellor, but [ am muck | in doubt if = of thetr * will fit my 
| ſhoulder S. | 


A young country girl in Lombardy, running after her 
ſhe-aſs, which was in haſte to get up to her foal, paſſed a 


| gentleman on the road; who obſerving her look ver 
duxom, and having a mind to be witty, called out, ". : 
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do you come, ſweetheart? From Villejuiff, fir ſaid ſhe. 
From Villejuiff! anſwered the gentleman; and do vou 
know the daughter of Nicholas Guillot, who lives there? 
Very well, replied the girl. Be ſo kind then, returned he, 
as to carry her a ktſs from me: and throwing his arms round 
her neck, was about to tilute her. Hold, fir, cried the 
girl, diſentenzling herlelf from his rude embr ce, ſince you 
are w ſuc a kurry, it wil be better to give your hiſs to my aſs, 
as the wil! ce there ſume time before me. 


A patriotic candidate applies to a yeoman of a certain 
county tor his vote, promiſing to exert his influence to 
turn out the miniſtry, and procure a freſh ſet. Then 1 
won't vote for you, cried the farmer, Why not? faid the 
patriot ; | thought vou a friend to your country. —S9 1 
em, replied the yeoman, aud for that reaſon I am not for 
a change in the mimiitty, [ know well enough how it is with 
ni hags * when 1 ny (ren in lean, they eat the devil and all, 
but When oy have once wot a little fat, the keepin them is not 
rear lo 1X; e; lo 1 4% Tom for keeping the preſent ſet, as they 
eel devour nie lels the u «a new one. 


Dr. Roger Long, the famous „ton mer, walking one 
dk evening with Mr. Bomſoy, in Cambridge, and the 
latter coming toa ſhort poſt fixed in the pavement; which 
in the earneſtneſs of convertation he took to be a boy 
Randing in his way, ſaid, haſtily, Get out of my way boy 
7 kat boy, fir, ſaid the doctor, very calmly, is a %- Win 
never turns out of his way for any body, 


A ſailor paſſing by a cooper's ſhop, and ſceing a num- 
ber -f tubs piled ab ve each other at the door, began to 
kick and tumble them about the ſtreet. The maſter com- 
ing out, and deſiring to know the reaſon of the ſtrange pro- 
| cceding. — Damn it, replied Jack, why ſhould not every tub 
Lu upon us cn bottom. 


A cer- 
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A certain pope being informed that ſome Jews were 
defirous of the honour of an audience, ſaid - Jews! No, 
how can they expect to be admitted, who were the murderers of 
our dear Saviour But hearing afterwards that they were 
much afflicted at his refuſal, having brought a very va- 
luable preſent for his holineſs, as a token of their reſpect, 
| he cried, with a ſeeming careleſs concern, Mell, well, admit 
them, poor unin formed ignorant wretches, they knew not what 
they were doing, 


An honeſt peaſant, ſettled in a ſmall village, where in a 
ſhort time he gained the good will of all his neighbours, 
he had, however, the misfortune to loſe one of his beſt 
milch cows in the firſt year, which grieved him exceed- 
ingly; while his wiſe, who was an excellent manager, 
tcok it ſo much at heart, that ſhe abſolutely fell ſick, 
and died. The good man lamented the Joſs of his help- 
mate with the moſt nnatfeted ſorrow, and remained for 
ſome months quite inconſolable. His neighbours now 
thought it their duty to reaſon him into reſignation.— My 
friend, ſaid one of them, the wiſe you have loſt was re- 
ally an excellent woman, but ſtill you have a good remedy ; 
you are a young and honeſt man, and you will find no 
difficulty in procuring another. For my part, continued 
he, I have three daughters, and I ſhall be happy to call you 
ſon-in-law. Another, on this, offered him his ſiſter; 
and a third, his niece, —Good God ! exciaimed the mourn- 
er, what a ſtrange place this is ſince a man who lives here had 
better loſe his wife than his cow My wife is dead, and lo you 
tell me I may pick and chuſe, to ſupply her place : but when my 

poor cow died, nobody ever thought of ojfering me another. 


A ſailor, half groggy, paſſing along the ſtreet of a cer- 
tain ſea port town, diſcovered over an admiral's door, an 
eſcutcheon, end very naturally took it for an ale-houſe.— 
The gentieman (a 1uddy looking portly man) ſtanding 
at the ducr, he clapped him on the ſhoulder, Dann it, land- 
rd, you look life un honeſt fellow, give us @ cup of the * 

; The 
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The gentleman, to carry on the joke, ordered his ſervant ta 
bring him ſome beer, which being done, the jolly tar, 
drank towards the landi:rd's good health, and enquired 
what was to pay, which the officer told him he might {ſettle 
| the next time he came that way, 


One Sander, during the [aſt ſummer, while the weather 
was extremity hot, the windows of a certain pariſh church, 
in the dioceſe of Glouceſter, were ſet open, to admit more 
air, while the congregation were aſſembled for divine ſer- 
vice, Juſt as the clergyman was beginning his weekly 
diſcoutſe) who by the bye was not much celebrated for his 
oratorical powers) a jack-ais which had been grazing in 
the church vard, popped his head in at a window, and began 
braying with all his migin, as if in oppolition to the re- 
verend pre:cher. On this a wag preient, immediately 
got from his ſeat, and with great gravity of countenance, 
exclaimed, On: at a tine, gen lemen, if you pleaſe! The whole 
congregation ſet up a loud laugh, when the jack- aſs took 
fright, and cave up the conteſt ; though, from the clergy- 
man's chagrin and confuſion, he would ah not have 


2 been the worſt ora tor. 


The late . of Pruffia aſked Sir Robert Sutton, at a 


review of his tall grenadiers, if he thought an equal num- 


ber of Engliſhmen could beat them? | will not affirm, 


| | fail Sir Robert, that an equal number could beat them, 


but I really believe from my ſoul, that half the number would be 
willing to try. 


An old Roman ſoldier being involved in a law · ſuit, im- 
plored the protection of Auguſtus; who referred him to 
one of his courtieis, for an introduction to the judges, 
On which the brave veteran, piqued at the emperor's cool- 
neſs, exclaimed —/ did not uſe your kighneſs thus, when you 
was in danger at the battle of Atium ; but 5, ht for you myſelf * 


diſcloting, at the ſame time, ſeveral wounds he had received 


cn that memorable occaſion, The retort fo affected 


Auguſtus, 
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Auguſtus, that he is ſaid to have perſonally pleaded the ſol- 


dier's cauſe, 


Few people were greater admirers of prudence and 
economy than Sir Richard Steele was, in precept; yet 
nothing could be more diſagreen ble to his temper than the 
pans of either. A turn naturally gay and expenſive 
frequently reduced him to difficulties, and expoſed him 
to ſome circumſtances rather painful to a diſpoſition ſo 
delicate and refined. Among the number of people who 
were highly charmed with his converſation and writings, 
none profeſſed a greater admiration of both than a Lin- 
colnſhire baronet, who uſually met at Button's. This 
gentleman poſſeſſed a very large fortune, had great in- 
tereſt, and more than once ſolicited Sir Richard Steele to 
command his utmoſt ability, and he ſhould think him- 
ſelf under no little obligation. Theſe offers, though 
made with the moſt ſeeming cordiality, Sir Richard, how- 
ever, declined, with a grateful politeneſs, peculiar to him- 
ſelf, as at that time he ſtood in no need of the gentle - 
man's aſſiſtance. But ſome inſtance of extravagance 
having once reduced him to the neceſſity of borrowing 
a ſum of money, to ſatisfy an importunate creditor, he 
thought this a very proper opportunity of calling on his 
friend, and requeſting the loan of an hundred pounds for 
a few days. The gentleman received him with much 
civility and reſpect, began to renew his offer of ſervice, 
and begged Sir Richard would give him ſome occafion to 
ſhew his friendſhip and regard, Why, fir, ſays Sir 
Richard, I came for that very purpoſe; and if you can lend 
me an hnndred pounds for a few days, I Hall conſider it a favor. 
Had Sir Richard clapped a piſtol to his breaſt, and made a 
peremptory demand of his money, the gentleman could 


not have appeared in a greater ſurpriſe than at this un- 


expected requeſt, His offers of friendſhip had been made 
only on a ſuppoſition of their never being accepted, and 
intended only as ſo many baits for Sir Richard's intimacy 
and acquaintance; of which the gentleman, while it coſt 


him 
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him n-thing, was particularly proud. Recovering, hyiv- 
ever, ſcen ls ſurprite, he itammered out, My really, 

Sir ichardt, © world ſerve you to he utmoſt in my pot er, Lat 
a“ ot {have wit luenty Tuineas in the houſv,— Sir Richard, 

who ſw the pitt evaſion, and was herrtily vexed at the 

me nnefs and excuſe. And fo, ir, favs he, you have 

drawn me in to -x,- te tne flituation of my affairs, with 

a promtiie of aſttitince, ant now refuſe me any mark of 

your triendinip or eſteem. A diſappointment I can bear, 

but muſt by no mezns put up with an inſult ; therefore 

be ſ» 0b.i-ing as to con.14er, whether it is more agrecabie 

to com,.ly with the terms cf my requeſt, or to ſubmit to 

the c:uſequence of my reſeutment. Sir Richard ſpoke 

this in ſo determined a tone of voice, that the baronet 
was ſtartled, and ſaid, ſeeming to recollect himſelf : — 

Lord ! my dear Sir Richard, I beg ten thouſand pardons ; 
upon my hon:ur I did not remember — Bleſs me, I 
have an hundred pound note in my pocket, which is 

entirely at vour ſervice. S9 ſayings, he produced the 
note, which Sir Richard immediately put up; and then 

addreſſed him in the following manner: Though I dejpije an 

obligation from à per ſon of ſo wean a caſt as I am ſatisfied you 

are; yet, rather thun be made a fool, I choaſe t; accept this uns 

dred pound, which I ſhall return when it ſu'is my conueniency.— 

But that the next favor may be conferred with a better grace, I 
muſt tale the liberty of pulling you by the noſe, as a proper ex- 

pediency to preſerve your rec llectin. Which Sir Richard 

accordingly did, and then iook his leave of the poor ba- 
Tonet, who was not a little ſurpriſed at the oddity of his 
behaviour. 15 | 


Lord M——- on a vilit the other day to Carlton 
| houſe, was ſtruck with amazement at the prince's High- 
lander, againſt whoſe knee-pan his lordſhip by accident 
bruſhed his noſe. The highlander 6co'd doon, and hoped 
he had not offended ; and this his lordſhip took ſo kindly, 
that he put a piece of money in his hand, and at the ſame 
time ſaid, you are one of the moſt extraordinary animals = 

: ſary | 


= 


dieeluts in Alexander the Great, Lear, Hamlet, and a long 


1 


faw! The highlander, with peculiar arebneſs, refuſed the 
money, ſaying, My Lord, we naw taak any thing from one a 
nother, + Dk . 


Jack Quick laſt ſeaſon at Brighton, after having ſweated 
through a long play and farce, was regaling himſelf 
behind the ſcenes with a tankard of brown ſtout—when 
Lord Barrymore was applauding him with, Well done, old 
Barnaby.—1I thank your Lordſhip, I was old Barnaby, but 
at preſent I am ſtout Little John. | 


When Quick was playing, (as he lately did with ſome 
applauſe) Richard the Third, for his benefit, a wag en- 
quiring what could induce him to ſport himſelf in tragedy 
— when he was anſwered : 


Be it for better, be it for worſe, 
The Treaſurer jays it weightens the purſe, 


It is to be remembered, that this excellent comedian, 
who ſo inimitably pourtrays the old character, made his 


liſt of et cetera characters. 


Mrs. Woffington, who often performed in men's cloaths, 
ſaying one day, in the green room, that ſhe imagined half 
the town took her for a man.— No, no, ſays Mrs. Clive; 
you muſt certainly be miſtaken, for above half the town know 
you to be a woman. a i 


A quaker enquiring after the health of a certain noble- 
man, was told that he was exceſſively afflicted with the 
gravel; I am glad of it, ſays the quaker, —How ! cried the 
other, glad that his lordſhip is troubled with the gravel ! 
I tell you, friend, I am glad, replied the quaker, extreme- 
ly glad; becauſe I hope, jince he is ſo much gravelled, that he 
ill endeavour to mend his ways, 
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A courtier of queen Elizabeth's, whom ſhe had long en- 
couraged to hype for ſome favour, vexed at repeated dif- 
2ppointments, was one morning walking penſively in her 

garden, when her majeſty, calling to him from a window, 
faid, Sir Edward, what does a man think of wher: he thinks of 
nothing ? the knight, after a moment s pauſe, with a very 
low bow, anſwered—O0f a women's promiſe, Madam When 

the queen, who was moved at this reply, drawing inſtant- 

ly back, ſaid to thoſe about her, I mujt not confu'e him; un- 
ger makes dull men uitty, but it heeps them poor. 


A French ambaſſador, at the court of queen Chriſtiana, 
aſter having ſeen the beſt parts of her kingdom, being aſked 
by her majeſty, how he liked poor Sweden ; he replied— 
Aye, poor Sweden, indeed! madam ; for by the maſs, if the 
- Whole country were mine, I would give every inch of it for a farm 
in France or Englund. | | 


An old French gentleman once complained that he had 
been cheated by a monk, when Senteuil, who was him- 
ſelf of that order, being preſent, ſaid to him, lam ſurpriſed, 

fir, port a perſon of y: ur yecrs and diſcretion /hould not yet know 
a mon. 8 | 


An Iriſhman meeting with one whom he had made a 
flight acquaintance a long time beſ bre, accoſted him with, 
Arrah by my jhoul my dear h ney, I um giad to ſee you now 5 
but 7 my faith, joy, I have /orgatten wheiher it be you or your 
brot tro | | 


An Apothecary, who uſed to value himſelf on his ſkill 
in the nature of drugs, aſſerted, in a company of phyfici- 
ans, that all bitter things were hot. No, ſaid a gentle- 
man preſent, there is one of a very different quality, I am 

| ſure; and tiqat is a bitter cold day, EOS 


| Eraſmus, who was of 2 ſickly conſtitution, and had 
therefore obtained a diſpenſation for eating of fleſh in 
| Rk time 


( 189 ) 


times of abſtinence, being reproached by the pope, for not 
obſerving lent. I aſſure your holineſs, ſaid he, that my heart 
is a Cathclic one, but I muſt confeſs that I have a Lutheran ſto- 
mach. : 


Dryden's tranſlation of Virgil being commended by 2 
right reverend biſh'p, in the preſence of a very witty 
earl: The original is indeed excellent, ſaid his lordſhip, but 
every thing ſuffers by tranſlation, except a biſhop. 1 


It was cuſtomary with Marſhal Baſſompierre, when any 
of his ſoldiers were brought before him for henious of- 
fences, to ſay to them, B) G- d, brother, you or I will cer- 
tainly be hanged / which was a ſufficient denunciation of 
their fate. A ſpy being diſcuvered in his camp, was ad- 

dreſſed in this language; and the next day, as the proviſt 
was carrying the wretch to th- gallows, he preſſed earneſt- 
ly to ſpeak with the Marſhal, alledging that he had 
ſomewhat of importance to communicate. The Marſhal 
being made acquainted with this requeſt, exclaimed, in 
his rough and haſty manner, It is the way of all theſe raſ- 
cals; when ordered for executicn, they pretend ſome fri- 
volous ſtory, merely to reprieve themſelves for a fe w mo- 
ments: however, bring the dog hither, Being introduced, 
the Marſhal aſked what he had to ſay? Hy, my lord, 
faid the culprit, when firſt [had the honour of your conver ſation, 
you was obliging enough to jay, that either you or I ſhould be 
hanged : now I am come to know, tf it ts your ple-1ſure to be ſo; 
becauſe if you wen't, I muſt, that's all, —The Marſhal was fo 


pleaſed with the ſellow's humour, that he oidered him to be 
releaſed. iN | 


Dr. Johnſon, trave'ling in the north of Scotland, could 
not ſee a houſe or tree in riding a great many mile, no- 
thing but deſolation and barrenneſs every where preſent- 
ing themſelves before his view; till at laſt he caſt his 
eyes on a crow, that was perched on the ſtump of an old 


tree, 
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tree, kawing with great violence ſor want of ſood, which 
the doctor obſerving, could not help crying out, Kaw, la, 
law, and be demn'd, if you will ſtay in ſuch @ country as this, 
then you have wings to fly away. 


A gentleman being confined to his chamber with the 
gout, gave his watch to an Iriſh footman, and bade him 
ſet it by the dial in the garden; Teague goes directly to 
the dial, but not knowing what to do, and being unwil- 
ling to return to his maſter, without ſhewing he would 
do him what ſervice he was able, he got a pickaxe, and 
dug up the ſun-dial ; which being done, he, with great 
labour carried it up to his maſter, and told him he did 
not very well underſtand ſetting watches by ſun-dials, but 
had brought up the dial that he might ſet his watch by it 
himſelf. 5 


An iriſh Counſellor having loſt his cauſe, which had 
been tried before three Judges, one of whom was eſ- 
teemed a very abie lawver, and the other two but in- 
different, ſome of the other counicilors were very merry 
on the occaſion, Well, now, ſays he, who the devil could 
help it, when there was an hundred Judges on the bench ? 
An hundred! ſaid a ſtander-bv, there were but three, — 
By St. Patrick, replies he, there :©25 a figure of one and two 
| cyphers. | 


Diogenes being aſked how he conid live in a naſty tub, 
when he might baſk in the favor of a court, replied, It is 
true, I am deprived of the ſmiles of kings; but I 
don't find the ſun is more aſhamed of my tub than it is of 
a palace. | 5 


A quack, who had affected an unlucky phraſe at every 
turn, cried, So much the better Viſiting a patient almoſt 
in the agony of death, he aſked how he ſlept that night. — 
Not a wink, fir; So muck the better, cries the doctor. He 
then enquired, how his fever was: O Lord! ſays the pa- 


tient, I burn as if I were on fire; So much the better, quoth 
5 he 


| 
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the quack, — How does your cough ? I ſpit up my lunes, 


replied the ſick man; So nuch the better, fill, anſwers the 
quack. Ah. dear deter, quoth the expiring patient, what 
a pity ii is that a nan inould go cut of tits world with all theſe fine 
ſymptoms, VF 1 | 


A plain country fellow coming up to London, was re- 
queſted to enquire after a gentleman, and to deliver him 
a letter. It hoppened that the gentleman limſell came 
to the door; and, willing to joke with the fellow, told 
him he had loſt his labzur, for the party aſter whom he 
enquired was hanged the laſt ſeſſion e a robbery. For a 
robbery ! quoth the countryman : Now, he upon him for a 
vile, wicked man! was le not con/ent io be a n terious cucks 
hold (for ſo he was reckoned in the ceuitry) but he muſt turn 


A country laſs coming up to town to ſeek her ſortune, 
had the good luck to be hired to an old rich mercer, 
who was a batchelor, and whom ſhe plecafed fo well, that 
at lat he married her. Her brother Dick, the chief 
of her own kindred, who was a downright heneſt plough- 
man, hearing of his liſter's promotion, put cn his holiday 
cloaths, took up his quarter's wages, and came up to 
London : and knowing the ſtreet by the direction of a 


letter, though not the houle, enquired from door to door 


for his ſiſter Joan, who had lately mari ied her maſter ; 


till at laſt he was lucky encvyh to find the right, where he 


was highly welcomed. Being at dinner, the old mercer 
faid, Well, brother-in-law, as I now nuft call you, I am glad 
to ſee you, or any of niy wife's relations; e has been a 
good ſervant to me, ard } hope the will ma be as good a wife ; we 


fare a plenti ful eflate, and all Iu ih jor is a jon toinkerit it, which 


yet we have no hopes of, At this, Dick, looking wiſtfully at 
his ſiſter, bluntly cried, How now, Fran; what art thou 
turned a barren ſowin London? thou iv aſt not reckoned ſo in the 
country And though ſhe frowned, beckoned, and made 
dumb figns for him to hold his peace, ſtill he went on.— 

| Well, 
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Well, brother, continued he, as for an heir, you need not 
trouble your ſelf much about that 5 for be has a thumping boy in 
the country, got Ly Will Dobs, her maſter's threſher ; and the 
_ pariſh would be glad enough to be diſcharged of it. = 


At a late maſquerade, a certain lady of high faſhion 
aſked a young nobleman, why he had not brought his ſiſter 
to that heaven. Truly, madam, anſwered his lordſhip, my 
ſiſter, happily for her, has no ſuch angelic notions, 5 


A gentleman being at dinner at a friend's houſe, the 
firſt thing that came upon the table was a diſh of whitings; 
and one being put upon his plate he found it ſtink ſo 
much that he could not touch it. However he laid his 
mouth down to the fiſh, as if he was whiſpering to it ; and 
then took up the plate and put it to his own ear. —The 
gentleman, at whoſe table he was ſeated, enquiring into 
the meaning of this extraordinary behaviour ; he told him 
that he had loſt a brother at ſea about a fortnight ago, 
and was aſking that fiſh if he knew any thing of him.— 
Well, ſaid the gentleman, pleaſantly, and what anſwer 
did he make you? Why, replied the other very gravely, 
be told me that he could not poſſioly give me any account 
of my deceaſed brother, as he had not been at ſea theſe three 


weeks. | 


At Croydon aſſizes, a ſurgeon was called as a witneſs, 
for the purpoſe of proving damages upon an action for 
an aſſault. He depoſed that he bled the plaintiff; and 
being aſked upon oath, if bleeding had been neceſſary, 
candidly anſwered, We always find it neceſſary to do ſome- 
thing when ſent for. | 


Alittle gentleman of the long robe having a diſpute with 
a remarkably bulky barriſter, the big man threatened to 
put him in his pocket: If you do fo, faid the dapper, you 

will have more law in your pocket than ever you had in your 
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